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EEPORT OF THE COMMISSION. 



To the Honorable Senate and House of Bepresentalives. 

The Free Public Library Commission herewith submits its 
second report, embracing a summary of the results accomplished 
under the law by which it was established during the calendar 
year 1891. 

The Commission. 

The personnel and organization of the commission remains 
the same as at the date of the first report, Miss Anna E. Ticknor, 
whose term expired Oct. 22, ISi^l, having been re-appointed 
by the governor for the full term of five years. It has held 
meetings at the State House, at least once each month during 
the year. 

Action of tiie Towns. 

As a result of the appeal issued to the towns, which was 
printed in the last report, thirty-seven towns accepted the pro- 
visions of chapter 347 of the Acts of 1890, at the annual town 
meetings last spring. Three of the towns accepting the act 
elected a board of trustees by viva voce vote, instead of by 
ballot as required by law. The town of Bourne remedied the 
error at a subsequent town meeting, and the action of the town 
of Richmond was ratified and made valid by chapter 391 of the 
Acts of 1891 ; but the town of Wilbraham has not as yet 
informed the commission that the choice of its trustees has been 
completed according to the statute. The following list embraces 
the names of the thirty-six towns that fully complied with the* 
law, and to which books have been supplied by the com- 
mission : — 



Agawam, 

Alford, 

Berlin, 

Blandford, 

Bourne, 

Boxborough, 

Charlemont, 

Chilmark, 

Edgartown, 

Esrremont, 

Falmouth, 

Goshen, 



Granby, 

Greenwich, 

Hamilton, 

Hampden, 

Leverett, 

Mashpee, 

Monterey, 

Mount Washington, 

New Ashford, 

Otis, 

Pelham, 

Peru, 



Plainfield, 

Plympton, 

Prescott, 

Richmond, 

Rowley, 

Sandwich, 

Sheffield, 

Southwick, 

Tyringham, 

Westport, 

West Stockbridge 

Windsor. 
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Certificates Required. 

The following suggestions were forwarded to the towns which 
accepted the act, and the certificates indicated therein were 
received and are now on file : — 

COMMONWEALTH OF MASSACHUSETTS. 

Free Public Library Commission. — Suggestions and Forms. 

In order to secure a free public library for your town please note the fol- 
lowing suggestions : — 

1. Have an article inserted in the warrant for your next town meeting 
*' To see if the town will elect a board of library trustees and appropriate the 
money necessary to secure the gift of one hundred dollars' worth of books 
from the State." 

2. The board of trustees may consist of any number of persons divisible 
by three, and they must be elected by ballot, one-third to serve for one year, 
one-third for two years and one-third for tliree years. (See chapter 304, Acts 
of 1888, as amended by chapter 112, Acts of 1889.) 

3. The amount of money to be annually provided by the town to secure the 
gift of one hundred dollars' worth of books is not less than ^15 if the last- 
assessed valuation of the town is less than ^250,000 ; ^25 If the valuation is 
less than $1,000,000 and not less than $250,000; and $50 if the valuation is 
$1,000,000 or over. Suitable provision must be made for the care, custody 
and distribution of the books. (See chapter 347, Acts of 1890.) 

The following blank forms are appended for a proper certification of the 
action of the town : — 

CEBTIFICATE OP TOWN CLERK. 

To the Free Public Library Commission, 

I hereby certify that at a legal town meeting of the town of held on the 

day of 1891, the following-named persons were elected by ballot a 

board of library tnistees for the terms specified against each name: — 

I further certify that the last-assessed valuation of the town is and that the 

town voted to provide an annual sum of not less than dollars for the care and 

maintenance of a free public library. 

Town clerk of 

CERTIFICATE OF LIBRARY TRUSTEES. 

The board of library trustees of the town of hereby certify that they have 

made the following provision for the care, custody and distribution of the books pre- 
sented by the State. [Here state in detail what room has been provided, and what other 
provisions have betn made.] 

Chairman Library Trustees^ toum of 
Date 

Selection of Books. 

Before the selection of books has been made for any town 
the special characteristics and necessities of the locality have 
been carefully considered by some member of the commission. 
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If any collection of books existed in the town to which any 
considerable number of the people had access, a list of such 
books has been secured, to avoid duplicating them, in order 
that all the books supplied by the State should be new to the 
people the library was to serve. The situation of the town, 
whether inland or on the sea-coast, and the special industries 
of its people, have also been considered. The trustees have 
been urged to make suggestions as to the character of the 
books most useful and desirable to the people they represent, 
and to furnish Jists of such books as they considered of special 
value. In brief, the commission has sought to send to each 
locality the books best suited to the individual needs of its 
people ; hence no two lists of books have been identical, and 
most of the lists have been' selected independently of any other. 
The commission, in making the final decision upon each list,, 
has had in mind the provision of reading that should be healthy 
in tone, pure and attractive in style, of educational value, and 
fitted to stimulate a love for the reading of good literature. 
American history, locul and general, and nature-study in its 
varied forms, have had p;irticular prominence given them. The 
universal expressions of approval and appreciation, which have 
come from the towns receiving the books, have shown gratifying 
evidence that good books are welcome to the homes which have 
heretofore been beyond the reach of free library privileges. 

Purchase of Books. 

Much time and eflfort have been given to securing at the 
lowest prices the books supplied. In some instances the 
public spirit of publishers has been appealed to, with generous 
result. Special sales of books at low prices have been watched 
with vigilance, and the largest possible number of good books 
has been secured for the money, irrespective of the number 
of sources from which they were gathered, or the time and 
patience which such a course necessarily required. The orig- 
inal bills of the books purchased for each town have been 
certified by the chairman and paid from the treasury. Each 
volume supplied by the Commonwealth has a label indicating 
the fact. 

The commission has paid from its contingent fund the cost 
of labelling, packing and transporting all the books it has sup- 
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plied, so that the gifts of the State have been delivered to the 
towns free of all expense. It has also printed library cards, 
which have been supplied in suitable quantities, free, to all 
those towns that desired them. 

Library Economy. 

Information has been freely given and suggestions made as 
to the simplest and most inexpensive methods of shelving and 
caring for books, the easiest methods for their most general 
distribution to the people, and of charging, cataloguing and 
other details relating to the general administration and proper 
records of a library. 

Town Appropriations. 

Several of the towns have made generous appropriations in 
excess of the amount required by the statute. In some cases 
the appropriation has been largely absorbed in providing cases 
and room for the books, while in many instances it has been 
expended to increase the number of books. Several towns 
have sought the aid of the commission in the selection and 
purchase of books from their own funds, and in such cases 
assistance has been freely rendered. 

Individual Gifts. 

One of the most gratifying results of the operation of the new 
law has been the generous interest that has been manifested by 
associations and individuals in the formation and increase of 
libraries in the towns to which it applies. The systematic en- 
couragement and utilization of this interest, through the com- 
mission, has secured an aggregate of over fourteen hundred 
volumes which have been distributed to the towns, in addition 
to those purchased by the State. In some instances associations 
have turned over their collections of books as a gift to the town 
libraries ; in others the local granges have made generous 
appropriations of money from their treasuries to be expended 
for reference and other books ; and, in still other cases, natives 
of the towns residing elsewhere, or persons of wealth tem- 
porarily resident in the towns for health or pleasure, have 
given generous and welcome aid. These gifts will be more 
particularly noted in the detailed statement relating to each new 
library formed, which is appended to this report. 
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New Hampshire Commission. 

As the Free Public Library Commission of Massachusetts 
was the pioneer commission of the kind, it may not be inappro- 
priate to note that a similar commission was established by the 
last legislature of the State of New Hampshire. Its members 
have recently been appointed and will soon begin work. 

Inquiries from Other States. 

The Massachusetts law has quickened the free library interest 
in other localities. In evidence of this fact it may be stated 
that the commission has been asked, by letter and by personal 
interviews, for information with regard to the formation of new 
libraries or the construction of library buildings in each of the 
New England States and New York ; while requests for its 
first report and other information about its work have been 
made from nearly every State of the Union —even from the 
new State of Washington on the Pacific slope — and from 
various parts of Great Britain and continental Europe. 

Towns Classified as to Libraries. 

The following classification of the towns, revised to date, 
shows the free library facilities they now enjoy : — 





Class 1. 






Towns which have libraries owned and controlled by 


the town, and 




circulation to all the 


people. 




Abington, 


Beverly, 




Canton, 


Adams, 


Black stone. 




Carlisle, 


Agavvam, 


Blandford, 




Charleniont, 


Alford, 


Bolton, 




Charlton, 


Andover, 


Boston, 




Chatham, 


Arlington, 


Bourae, 




Chelsea, 


Ashbiirnham, 


Boxborough, 




Chesterfield, 


Ashby, 


Boylston, 




Chicopee, 


Ashland, 


Bridgewater, 




Chilmark, 


Athol, 


Brim field, 




Clinton, 


Attleborough, 


Brockton, 




Cohasset, 


Auburn, 


Brookfield, 




Dal ton, 


A^-er, 


Brook line. 




Dedham, 


Belmont, 


Burlington, 




Douglas, 


Berlin, 


Cambridge, 




Dunstable, 
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East Bridgewater, 

Eastham, 

Edgartown, 

Egreaiont, 

Erving, 

Everett, 

Fall River, 

Falmouth, 

Fitchburg, 

Foxborough, 

Framingham, 

Gill, 

Goshen, 

Granby, 

Greenfield, 

Greenwich, 

Groton, 

Grovel and, 

Halifax, 

Hamilton, 

Hampden, 

Hanover, 

Harvard, 

Hatfield, 

Hoi brook, 

Holden, 

Holliston, 

Hopedale, 

Hubbardston, 

Hudson, 

Hull, 

Hyde Park, 

Lancaster, 

Lanes borough, 

Leicester, 

Leominster, 

Leverett, 

Lowell, 

Ludlow, 

Lunenburg, 

Lynn, 

Manchester, 

Mansfield, 

Marblehead, 

Marlborough, 

Mashpee, 

Mattapoisett, 

Maynard, 

Medfield, 



Medford, 

Melrose, 

Mendon, 

Merrimac, 

Middleborough, 

Middlefield, 

Middleton, 

Milford, 

Millbury, 

Millis, 

Milton, 

Montague, 

Monterey, 

Mt. Washington, 

Nahant, 

Natick, 

Needham, 

New Ashford, 

New Bedford, 

New Braintree, 

Newburyport, 

New Salem, 

Newton, 

Norfolk, 

North Adams, 

Northampton, 

North Andover, 

North Attleborough, 

Northborough, 

North Brookfield, 

Northfield, 

North Reading, 

Norwood, 

Orange, 

Orleans, 

Otis, 

Oxford, 

Paxton, 

Peabody, 

Pel ham, 

Pepperell, 

Peru, 

Petersham, 

Phillipston, 

Plaintield, 

Plymouth, 

Plympton, 

Pre-cott, 

Provincetown, 



Quincy, 

Randolph, 

Reading, 

Revere, 

Richmond, 

Rochester, 

Rockland, 

Rowe, 

Rowley, 

Royalston, 

Rutland, 

Sandwich, 

Saugus, 

Sharon, 

Sheffield, 

Sherborn, 

Shirley, 

Shrewsbury, 

Somerville, 

South borough, 

Southbridge, 

Southwick, 

Spencer, 

Sterling, 

Stoneham, 

Stoughton, 

Sturbridge, 

Sudbury, 

Sunderland, 

Sutton, 

Swampscott, 

Taunton, 

Templeton, 

Tewksbury, 

Topsfield, 

Townsend, 

Tyngsborough, 

Tyringham, 

Upton, 

Uxbridge, 

Wakefield, 

Walpole, 

Waltham, 

Warwick, 

Watertown, 

Way land, 

Webster, 

Wenham, 

Westborough, 
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West Boylston, 


West Springfield, 


Wilmington, 


West Bridgewater, 


West Stock bridge, 


Winchendon, 


West Brookfield, 


Weymouth, 


Winchester, 


Westford, 


Whately, 


Windsor, 


Westminster, 


Whitman, 


Winthrop, 


Weston, 


Williamstown, 


Worcester, — 211. 


Westport, 


Class 2. 




Towns which have free 


: libraries in which the town has some representaiic 




in the management. 




Acton, 


Danvers, 


Lexington, 


Amesbury, 


Easthampton, 


Lincoln, 


Barre, 


Enfield, 


Littleton, 


Bedford, 


Franklin, 


Maiden, 


Belchertown, 


Georgetown, 


Norton, 


Bemardston, 


Grafton, 


Salem, 


Bradford, 


Haverhill, 


Springfield, 


Bvaintree, 


Hingham, 


Warren, 


Concord, 


Holyoke, 


Woburn, — 29. 


Cummin gton, 


Lawrence, 
Class 3. 




Towns in which there are libraries to which the town 


\ appropriates mone\ 


but is 


not represented in the management. 


Amherst, 


Lee, 


Pittsfield, 


Ashfield, 


Lenox, 


Princeton, 


Boxford, 


Leyden, 


Stock bridge. 


Cottage City, 


Monson, 


Wellesley, 


Duxbury, 


North bridge. 


Westfield, 


Gardner, 


Palmer, 


Westhampton, 


Great Barrington, 


Pembroke, 


Worthington, — 22. 


Hinsdale, 


Class 4. 





Towns in which there are free libraries which have no connection with the 

town, 

Barnstable, Harwich, Raynham, 

Becket, Hopkinton, Rehoboth, 

Billerica, Ipswich, Savoy, 

Buckland, Kingston, Scituate, 

Deerfield, Marion, Ware, 

Easton, Methuen, Wareham, 

Gloucester, Oakham, Yarmouth, — 21. 



Class 5. 

Towns which have libraries oioned by the town but which charge a fee, 
Conway, Rockport, — 2. 
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Class 6. 






Towns having no free library. 




Acushnet, 


Gay Head, 


Russell, 


Avon, 


Gosnold, 


Salisbury, 


Bellinghairi, 


Granville, 


Sandisfield, 


Berkley, 


Hadley, 


Seekonk, 


Brewster, 


Hancock, 


Shelburne, 


Carver, 


Hanson, 


Shutesbury, 


Chelmsford, 


Hard wick, 


Somerset, 


Cheshire, 


Hawley, 


Southampton, 


Chester, 


Heath, 


South Hadley, 


Clarksburg, 


Holland, 


Stow, 


Colrain, 


Huntington, 


Swansea, 


Dana, 


Lakeville, 


Tisbury, 


Dartmouth, 


Longmeadow, 


Tolland, 


Dennis, 


Lynnfleld, 


Truro, 


Dighton, 


Marshfield, 


Wales, 


Dover, 


Medway, 


Washington, 


Dracut, 


Monroe, 


WiBllfleet, 


Dudley, 


Montgomery, 


Wendell, 


Essex, 


Nantucket, 


West Newbury, 


Fairhaven, 


Newbury, 


Wilbraham, 


Florida, 


New Marlborough, 


Williamsburg, 


Freetown, 


Norwell, 


Wrentham, 66. 



It appears from the above classification that of the 351 towns 
and cities in the State, 211 contain free public libraries that 
are entirely under municipal control ; 29 contain libraries the 
use of which is entirely free and in the management of which 
the municipality is in some form represented ; 22 contain libra- 
ries to which the town or city appropriates money but over 
which it has no control. Most of these libraries are free for 
circulation, but a few are free only for reference. Twenty-one 
towns contain free public libraries that are supported entirely 
by private benefaction and with which the municipality has no 
official connection ; 2 have libraries which are somewhat anoma- 
lous, inasmuch as they are owned and controlled by the towns, 
but are not free, a small fee being charged the citizens for the 
use of the books ; and 66 towns have no public library, though 
in a few even of this class small association libraries exist. 

All the towns in the State, except those enumerated in 
Class 1, seem to be entitled to the benefit of the State appro- 
priation, if they will establish free town libraries under full 
municipal control. 
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Free Librabies by Private Enterprise. 

One of the happiest results of private eflfort during the year 
has been the establishment of a free library in the town of 
Wareham. Its inception is wholly due to the generosity of a 
summer resident, Miss Anna Sears Amory of Boston, who has 
borne the entire expense of establishing a reading-room, well 
supplied with current periodicals, and has provided a library of 
nearly a thousand volumes of the best popular and useful 
books. The use of the library is entirely free, and the ladies 
of the town have undertaken the care of its administration. 

. The summer residents at Nantasket, under the lead of Mrs. 
Hetty S. Cunningham, also of Boston, have established a library 
of several hundred volumes for the free use of the people in 
that vicinity. The cost has been borne by a subscription from 
the pennanent residents and the occupants of summer homes 
in the vicinity, and .the locality is one in whioh it will prove to 
be of great value. It has been a pleasure for the commission 
to afford some slight aid in the selection and purchase of books 
for both these libraries. 

Notes of Library Progress. 

Mr. Frederick F. Ayer of New York has purchased a 
convenient site and will erect upon it a beautiful library build- 
ing for the town of Ayer. The Bradford Library Associa- 
tion opened its free library on the 5th of January, 1892, with 
2,000 volumes on its shelves. Mr. William M. Pritchard of 
New York has given $5,000 to the Free Public Library of Con- 
cord, the income of which is to be devoted to the purchase 
of books and illustrations in the departments of history and 
•the fine arts. The late T. O. H. P. Burnham of Boston 
bequeathed to his native town of Essex $20,000 for the erec- 
tion of a town hall and library building, and an additional 
$20,000, in trust, for the purchase of books. The town has 
also been notified that it will receive under the will of the 
late Dr. Russ of New York, a native of the town, a sum stated 
at nearly $40,000 for the purpose of establishing a public 
library. , The late William Shute of Lynn left by his will 
$10,000 for the erection of a library building in the town of 
Everett, under certain conditions. Mr. H. H. Rogers is now 
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putting up an expensive and attractive library building for 
his native town of Fairhaven. Mrs. Charlotte A. L. Sibley, 
widow of John Langdon Sibley, who was for nearly half a 
century connected with the library of Harvard College, has 
given the town of Groton a lot of land and $5,000 towards 
the erection of a library building thereon, the town having com- 
plied with the condition of appropriating $15,000 towards the 
building, of which the construction has been begun. The 
Hingham Social Library has given its 3,000 volumes to the 
Hingham Public Library. A handsome brown-stone library 
building has been erected at Lawrence, having a capacity 
of 100,000 volumes, at an expense of about $70,000, borne 
by Mrs. N. G. White and her daughter. Miss Elizabeth 
A. White. The city of Lowell has nearly completed a fine 
granite library building, which will be ready for use the 
coming year. The Flint Public Library at Middleton was 
dedicated Nov. 11, 1891 ; it was named in honor of the 
late Hon. Charles L. Flint, whose gifts to the library 
amounted to $16,400. Work has been begun during the year 
upon the Forbes Library Building at Northampton, which 
is to cost about $100,000. A new library building has been 
erected in Rochester, towards the construction of which Mrs. 
E. G. Leonard has given $2,000. A movement has been 
inaugurated to raise $10,000 for the purpose of establishing a 
library and erecting a building in Tisbury. The Tufts' Library 
in Weymouth will soon rejoice in a new home, which has been 
built at a cost of about $20,000. 

By the death of beneficiaries the Free Public Library of 
the city of Worcester comes into possession of thirty shares of 
bank stock worth about $4,500, a bequest under the will of Dr. 
John Green, the founder of its reference library. The bequest 
is to be allowed to increase until it becomes $20,000 ; then one- 
quarter of the income is to be added to the principal, as in the 
case of Dr. Green's bequest of $30,000, before available, and 
three-quarters to go towards paying the salary of the librarian. 
The fund of $30,000, left by Dr. Green, now amounts to about 
$45,000. 
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People Still Without Free Libraries. 

The population of Massachusetts, according to the United 
States census of 1890, was 2,238,943, and the sixty-six towns 
which still have no free public library contained a population 
of 92,439, so that about four and one-eighth per cent, of our 
people are now without this blessing. Most of these towns are 
declining in population and valuation, and sorely need the aid 
which the free library law was designed to confer. 

The policy of the commission has been to establish libraries 
only so fast as the towns were fully convinced of the wisdom of 
such action and as the people demanded the additional educa- 
tional advantages which a free public library can alone supply. 
It is believed that every library thus far established under 
the new law rests upon this firm foundation ; that the future 
growth and usefulness of these libraries are assured by the wel- 
come which they have received from all classes of citizens, and 
that the wisdom of the law which places a free public library for 
the first time in any town will find speedy justification in 
widened and purified channels of the moral, intellectual and 
domestic life of the people. 

Appended to this report will be found a detailed statement 
relating to the libraries that have been established by the com- 
mission, the law under which it was established, and the laws 
relating to the choice of library trustees. 

C. B. TILLINGHAST. 

ANNA E. TICKNOR. 

SAMUEL SWETT GREEN. 

HENRY S. NOURSE. 

ELIZABETH P. SOHIER. 
Boston, Jan. 30, 1892. 



APPENDIX. 



FACTS ABOUT THE NEW LIBRARIES. 



The following statistics of the new libraries and the towns in 
which they were formed may be suggestive to other towns of 
similar size and conditions. The county relations of the towns 
in which libraries have been formed under the new law and 
those which still have no free libraries are as follows : — 

VMM LlBSABUS. ISO FBSB LIBBAKT.. 

Barnstable, ........ 4 4 

Berkshire, 12 6 

Bristol 1 10 

Dukes, 2 3 

Essex, 2 5 

Franklin, 2 7 

Hampden, 4 9 

Hampshire, 6 6 

Middlesex, 1 3 

Nantucket, - 1 

Norfolk, - 5 

Plymouth, 1 5 

Suffolk, 

Worcester, ........ 1 8 

36 66 

AQAWAM. 

The town of Agawam, Hampden County, is mainly a farming: 
community, but contains some manufactories of paper and woolens. 
It includes three villages, Feeding Hills, Agawam and Mittineague,. 
the two first named having post-offices and town halls. The popula- 
tion of the town is 2,352 ; number of families, 518 ; area, 14,080> 
acres ; valuation, $1,226,298 ; and tax rate, $13.50 per Sl,000. 

The Feeding Hills Library Association has maintained a sosalT 
library at that village for some years ; and the rivalry between the 
different villages relative to the location of the new library was most 
happily solved by establishing a branch library at each village, and by 
the generous action of the Feeding Hills Library Association in donat- 
ing its books to the town library. 



18 FREE PUBLIC LIBRARIES. 

The several branches of the Agawam Free Public Library are as 
follows: Feeding Hills, opened to the public Sept. 12, 1891, in the 
town hall building, hours, Thursdays, from 3.30 to 4.30 o'clock p.m., 
Julia A. Bailey librarian ; Mittineague, opened Oct. 5, 1891, in an 
unused school building, hours, Mondays, 7 p.m., John E. Crowley 
librarian ; Agawam, opened Oct. 9, 1891, in the town hall building, 
hours, Fridays, 3.30 to 4.30 p.m., Carrie S.' Leonard librarian. The 
care of the several libraries is entirely voluntary. The entire number 
of volumes is 480, of which 269 were given by the Feeding Hills 
Library Association, and several by Mrs. John E. Lodge of Boston, 
and Hon. E. B. Hayes of Lynn. Among other donors have been the 
Woman's Christian Temperance Union of Agawam, the Lodge of 
Good Templars of Agawam, Mr. Francis C. Sessions (who con- 
tributed four volumes of his own works) , James E. Stuart and Miss 
H. M. Bodurtha. 

Children are admitted to the full privileges of the library at the age 
of twelve. The number of cards issued to book takers since the 
beginning is 229, of which 88 were at the Agawam branch, 67 at 
Feeding Hills and 74 at Mitteneague. The total circulation has been 
1,072 volumes, of which 418 were at Agawam, 397 at Feeding Hills 
and 257 at Mitteneague. The distribution of the books through the 
branch libraries has proved very useful, and, it is estimated, has 
more than doubled the circulation. Books of travel, adventure and 
fiction are most sought for, and the works of Charles Carleton Coffin, 
Thomas W. Knox and Edward Everett Hale have been specially in 
demand. One of the trustees — a physician — writes: "I hear 
pleasant words everywhere in regard to the books and the library, 
and see in more than one-half the homes I visit some of the books." 
The trustees are: William H. Porter, term expires April 1, 1892; 
Judson W. Hastings, term expires April 1, 1893 ; and Henry Anna- 
ble, term expires April 1, 1894. 



ALFORD. 

The town of Alford, Berkshire County, contains 7,186 taxable 
acres. Its population is 297, each census since 1860 having shown a 
decrease; number of families, 84; valuation, $218,382; tax rate, 
$10.00 per $1,000. It is mainly an agricultural and grazing town, 
though it contains some marble quarries. 

The Alford Free Library was opened for public use Feb. 1, 1892, 
with about 300 volumes on its shelves. It is open on Wednesdays, 
from 2 to 5 o'clock p.m. ; and on Saturdays, from 2 to 8 p.m. The 
library is kept at the residence of the librarian, Mrs. Lucinda P. 
Dailey, whose service is voluntary. The old district library has 
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been placed in the free library ; qnite a number of gifts have been 
received and others are anticipated. The trustees are James H. 
Edwards, Mary Williams and Frank Kline, whose terms expire April 
1, 1892; Lester T. Osborne, John Lewis Milligan and Mrs. William 
R. Moore, whose terms expire April 1, 1898; Walter H. Ticknor, 
Charles H. Smith and Almira Smith, whose terms expire April 1, 1894. 

• 

BEBLIN. 

The people o( Berlin, Worcester County, are mainly devoted to 
agriculture. U contains 7,642 taxable acres. Its population is 871, 
each census since 1860 having shown a decline ; number of families, 
219 ; valuation, $504,572 ; tax rate, $9.00 per $1,000. 

The Berlin Free Public Library was opened July 11, 1891, and 
books are delivered to persons over fourteen years of age, every 
Saturday, from 7 to 9 o'clock p.m. It contains about 300 volumes, 
of which a portion were given by the Grange and quite a number of 
volumes by several citizens of the town. Mrs. Cordelia Hastings of 
South Berlin has given $100 for the purchase of books. The library 
ia kept in the selectmen's rooms at the town hall ; Sarah J. Hastings 
is librarian. One hundred and ninety-nine cards have been issued 
and 1,241 books circulated. The works of Scott, Dickens and C. C. 
Coffin appear to have been most sought for. The superintendent of 
schools and the teachers have been consulted in the choice of books, 
and special purchases have been made for the use of the schools, to 
help the teachers directly and to supplement the historical and geo- 
graphical studies of the school curriculum. The chairman of the 
trustees advises that the library should be kept as much as possible 
before the public, by frequent items in the local papers and other 
available methods. A neat and inexpensive broadside list of the 
books has been printed, which woald be a good model for other small 
libraries to follow. The trustees and the date of the expiration of 
their terms of office are as follows : Rev. G. F. Pratt, March 1, 1894 ; 
Hon. William Bassett, 1893 ; and Frank H. Crossman, 1892. 

BLANDFORD. 

Blandford, Hampden County, is a large town territorially, contain- 
ing about 30,427 acres. It contains two villages and post-offices, 
Blandford and North Blandford. It is mainly a stock-raising and 
dairy town, though there are some other industries at North Bland- 
ford. Each census since 1830 shows a decline in population, with 
the exception of that of 1880. The present population is 871 ; num- 
ber of families, 230 ; valuation, $384,870 ; tax rate, $19.00 per $1,000. 

The Free Public Library of Blandford is now nearly ready to be 
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opened for use, sickness and other unforeseen causes having occa- 
sioned some delay. The number of volumes is 1,125, of which 867 
have been given by Mrs. J. E. S. Porter of New Haven, Conn., who 
has a summer residence in the town. Mrs. Porter has taken much 
interest in the intellectual and moral welfare of the people, and many 
of the books she now donates have been heretofore generously loaned 
to the public. She now proposes to continue her interest by erecting 
a library building for the town. Mrs. Samuel D. Warren of Boston, 
the daughter of a former clergyman in the town, has given 117 
volumes, and numerous other friends have been among the donors. 
The library will be kept at the parsonage under the care of the resi- 
dent clergyman, who has undertaken its care without charge, until 
the new library building is completed. The books were covered by 
volunteers. The chairman of the trustees writes : *'As a people we 
are very happy in the prospect of a good library in a good permanent 
home. We feel that the generosity of friends in regard to it has 
been very marked." The board of trustees is constituted as follows : 
William E. Hinsdale, term expires in 1894 ; Wallace H. Deane, M. D., 
term expires in 1893 ; and Harriet M. Hinsdale, term expires in 1892. 

BOURNE. 

The town of Bourne, Barnstable Ck>unty, was set off from Sand- 
wich and incorporated in 1884. Its taxable acreage is 8,953 ; valua- 
tion, $1,306,165 ; tax rate, $10.00 per $1,000 ; population, 1,442 ; 
number of families, 362. Its people are mainly devoted to agriculture 
and the fisheries, and there are quite a number of summer residents. 

The Bourne Free Public Library was opened to the public Dec. 7, 
1891. The present number of volumes is 239 ; the number of cards 
issued the first month was 47, and the number of books taken out 135. 
Children are admitjted to its privileges at the age of twelve, and the 
members of the high school have free access to the library for reference, 
as it is kept in the high school building. The library is open every 
day, from 12 to 1 and from 4 to 6 o'clock. The books have been 
covered, labelled and made ready for circulation by volunteers. 
Anna M. Starbuck is the librarian, and the trustees and the date of 
the expiration of their terms are as follows : M. C. Waterhouse, April 
28, 1894 ; L. R. Leavitt, 1893 ; and Rev. N. H. Chamberlayne, 1892. 

BOXBOROUGH. 

Boxborough is a small farming town in Middlesex County, and 
contains no post-office. Its population is 325 ; number of families, 
84; valuation, $240,319; tax rate, $10.20 per $1,000; area, about 
7,000 acres. 
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The Boxborough Free Fablio Library was opened to pablic use 
June 6, 1891, at tbe resideaoe of J. H. Orendorff ; and Mrs. Oren- 
dorff serves as the librarian, without compensation. Its use is free 
to all over twelve years of age ; and it is open each Saturday, from 
2 to 5 and 6 to 8.30 o'clock p.m. The library contains 339 volumes, 
of which a catalogue has been printed. Sixty cards have been 
issued and 396 books have been circulated, the monthly rate of 
increase being over thirty per cent. Fiction and books for young 
people have been most in demand. In addition to the books fur- 
nished by the State, 40 volumes have been given by the American 
Unitarian Association, 35 were purchased for the library by the Box- 
borough Grange, and 53 were purchased with the proceeds of an 
entertainment given for the purpose. The trustees are : Mrs. A. W. 
Wetherbee and Miss M. B. Priest, whose terms expire in April, 1892 ; 
J. H. Orendor£f and Mrs. C. H. Burroughs, whose terms expire in 
1893 ; and A. LitUefield and Mrs. 8. B. Hayes, whose terms expire 
in 1894. 

OHABLBMONT. 

The town of Charlemont, in the picturesque valley of the Deerfield, 
Franklin County, contains the villages of Charlemont, East Charle- 
mont and Zoar. Its people are mainly devoted to agricultural 
pursuits. Population, 972 ; families, 253 ; taxable acreage, 15,946 ; 
valuation, $349,906 ; tax rate, $18.00 per $1,000. 

The Charlemont Free Public Library is about to be opened to 
public use at the store of Mr. George £. Bemis, in the village of 
Charlemont. It is probable that branches will be established in the 
other villages. The present number of volumes is 241, among the 
gifts being 20 volumes from William D. Sohier of Beverly and 
several from Mrs. John E. Lodge of Boston. It is expected that the 
Charlemont Library Association, which was formed in 1879 and now 
owns 490 volumes, will donate its books to the town library at its 
annual meeting in February. Mr. Orlando B. Potter, a wealthy 
resident of New York City, who was born in Charlemont, has given 
indication of his intention to erect a library building for the town. 
The trustees chosen for the library are : George E. Bemis, term 
expires March, 1892 ; Amos L. Avery, term expires March, 1893 ; 
and Rev. E. L. Clark, term expires March, 1894. The last-named 
will probably vacate his office by removal from the town. 

OHILMABK. 

Chilmark, Dukes County, contains an assessed acreage of 10,060. 
Its valuation is $214,859 ; tax rate, $10.00 on $1,000; population, 
353 ; number of families, 126. Its people are mainly devoted to agri- 
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culture and the fisheries. Every census since 1850, except the State 
census of 1875, has shown a decline in population. 

The Chilmark Town Library was opened Aug. 15, 1891 . It is kept 
in a store, and is open every week-day during business hours. It 
contains 263 volumes, of which about 100 were given by Miss Alice 
Stone Blackwell of Boston. The number of cards issued has been 
83, and 462 books have been taken out. Fiction, biography and 
books of adventure have been specially sought for, as well as books 
upon yachting, and the personal memoirs of Grant, Sherman and 
Sheridan. Children are allowed the use of the library as soon as they 
can properly use and care for the books. Florence B. May hew is the 
librarian, and the trustees are Beriah T. Hillman, F. H. Reed and 
Florence B. May hew. 

EDGARTOWN. 

The people of the sea-girt town of Edgartown, Dukes County, are 
mostly engaged in fishing or navigation, though there are a number 
of farms and some woodland iu the town. It contains 11,508 tax- 
able acres. Its population is 1,156 ; number of families, 378 ; valu- 
ation, $735,492; and tax-rate, $15.00 on $1,000. The Edgartown 
Free Public Library has only recently been opened for public use, 
with over three hundred volumes. It is kept in a dry-goods store on 
the main street of the towu, so as to be easily accessible to all the 
people. The trustees, and their terms of service, are John N. Pierce 
and Florence Mayhew, three years ; Cyrus H. Pease and Myra 
Walker, two years ; William E. Marchant and Laura Mellen, one 
year. 

EOBEMONT. 

Egremont is located on the easterly slope of the Taconic range of 
mountains in the south-western section of Berkshire County. Agri- 
culture and grazing comprise the main interests of its people. It 
contains 11,133 taxable acres, a population of 845, and 209 families. 
Its valuation is $425,100 ; tax rate, $10.60 per $1,000. 

The Egremont Free Library was opened Feb. 15, 1892, with 221 
volumes. It is kept at the post-office in South Egremont and is open 
every week day. Thirty-nine cards were issued to persons over 
fifteen years of age as soon as the library was opened. E. G. Har- 
rington is the librarian, and the entire care of the library has been 
without expense The trustees are E. G. Harrington, three years; 
James H. Rowley, two years ; and Frank D. Rowe, one year. 

FALMOUTH. 

The pleasant sea-board town of Falmouth, Barnstable County, 
attracts many summer residents, while the occupations of its perma- 
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nent population are largely related to the interests of the fisheries. 
Its tax-paying area comprises 21,900 acres ; population 2,567 ; num- 
ber of families, 620 ; valuation, $5,000,463 ; tax rate, $6.50 per 
$1,000. 

The Falmouth Free Public Library was opened April 11, 1891, and 
contains 122 volumes, of which 24 were the gift of Mr. E. Pierson 
Beebe. Falmouth has an association library of some 3,000 volumes, 
and the public library is for tbe present kept with that in a room in 
the town hall buihling. It is hoped that the two may be combined 
with the result that the whole people will receive the benefit of the 
entire collection. It is open Wednesdays and Saturdays from 4 to 6 
and from 7 to 9 p.m., and it is cared for by Miss Clara L. Davis of 
tbe Association Library, without expense. The total circulation from 
April 11, 1891, to Feb. 1, 1892, was 160 volumes, fiction and 
biography being most sought for. 

The trustees, with the dates of the expiration of their terms, are 
Seba A. Holton, March, 1892 ; George E. Clarke, 1893 ; and E. 
Pierson Beebe, 1894. 

GOSHBN. 

The small farming town of Goshen, Hampshire County, has a 
population of 297. It has 78 families and 11,400 taxable acres. Its 
valuation is $138,076 and tax rate $16.67 per $1,000. The first annual 
report of the trustees of the Goshen Free Public Library states that 
the prevailing sickness of the past winter has iuterfered somewhat 
with the circulation of the books, but that on the whole it has been 
fairly well patronized, is increasing in favor and will prove a lasting 
benefit to the people, old and young. 

It contains 296 volumes, of which 47 were the gift of Lewis 
Warner of Northampton, and 54 from Miss Julia Joy of Phila- 
delphia. The town has provided a suitable room for the accommo- 
dation of the library in the town hall building. F. E. Hawks is 
librarian and Mary E. Robinson assistant. One of the trustees 
writes that the books " are giving excellent satisfaction, the memoirs 
and war stories being read first, while the travels and natural 
history series take better with the young people than story books.'* 

The trustees are George Dresser and Mrs. J. H. Godfrey, three 
years ; J. R. Mollisou, two years ; and F. E. Hawks, Hon. Alvan 
Barrus and Mrs. George L. Kellogg (chosen to fill a vacancy), whose 
terms expire in 1892. 

GRANBY. 

The people of the town of Granby, Hampshire County, are mainly 
farmers. The town contains about 16,591 acres; its valuation is 
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$423,588; tax rate, $14.00 on $1,000; population, 765; number of 
families, 177. 

The Granby Free Public Library was opened for use Deo. 16, 1891, 
and contains 426 volumes. The Granby Grange gave over one 
hundred dollars' worth of books ; F. E. Taylor presented a set of 
Appleton's Encyclopedia, and there have been a considerable number 
of other books donated to the library. When the town hall was built 
a room was provided for a town library, which will be large enough to 
accommodate it for some time to come. The library is open 
Wednesdays from 2 to 3.30 and Saturdays from 7 to 8.30 p.m. 
At present Mr. W. A. Taylor, chairman of the board of 
trustees, is acting as librarian, and others are ready to share the 
work ; thus the entire care of the library is a voluntary service, and 
all the funds are devoted to the purchase of books and other neces- 
sary expenses.* About seventy cards had been issued to book takers 
and 150 books circulated, the library having been open only seven 
times when this report was made. One of the trustees writes that 
*' The present indications are that the citizens of this town will be 
well satisfied with their library and that it will be well sustained." 
The trustees ai*e Mrs. E. I. Aldrich and Arthur W. Fiske, whose terms 
expire in 1894; Mrs. S. B. Dickinson and W. S. Clark, whose 
terms expire in 1893 ; and Mrs. George F. Eastman, Mrs. George 
N. Smith, Dr. H. S. Bell, D. F. Chapin and W. A. Taylor, whose 
terms expire in 1892. 

GREENWICH. 

Greenwich is a farming town in the north-eastern part of Hamp- 
shire County. Its taxable area is 11,400 acres. Its population is 
526 ; number of families, 141 ; valuation, $274,972 ; and tax rate, 
$13.00 on $1,000. 

The Greenwich Public Library was opened Sept. 19, 1891, and 
contains over 300 volumes, of which a catalogue has been printed. 
It is kept in Farmers' Hall at Greenwich Village, is open every 
Saturday from 3 to 5 and from 7 to 8 p.m. ; 110 cards have been 
issued and 681 books circulated. Fannie P. Walker is librarian. 

Its trustees are William S. Douglas and Miss Fannie P. Walker, 
three years ; W. H. Walker and Miss Amelia M. Root, two years ; 
and W. H. Glazier and Mrs. S. G. Crowell, one year. 

HAMILTON. 

The pleasant rural town of Hamilton, Essex County, contains 200 
families, a population of 961, and has a taxable area of 8,650 acres. 
Its valuation is $871,537 and its tax rate is $8.40 on $1,000. The 
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public library of the town of Hamilton was opened for use July 1 , 
1891, and contains about 500 volumes. Among the gifts have been 
twenty volumes from M. K. Abbott of Boston, a hundred volumes 
from George Gr. Creamer, thirty volumes from Horace Burnham of Sac- 
ramento, California, and from one to ten books each from a number of 
residents of the town. The number of cards issued to book takers 
has been 174, and the number of books taken out increases weekly, 
as many as fifty books liaving been taken out on one day. The 
library is kept in a room in the *' Woodbury House," which is quite 
centrally located. Annie E. Woodbury is the librarian, and the 
library is open Wednesdays from 2 to 4 p.m. and Saturdays from 
2 to 4 and from 7 to 9 p.m. Among the books that have been most 
in demand are the personal memoirs of Grant, Sheridan and Sher- 
man, Parkman's Histories, and the works of Hawthorne, Dr. Holmes, 
Charles Carleton Coffin and Mrs. Jane G. Austin. 

One of the trustees writes : " Our library has proved very popular 
with all classes and the books are read with great interest." The 
trustees are A. P. Gardner, one year ; O. F. Brown, two years ; and 
Frank V. Wright, three years. 



HAMPDBir. 

The taxable acreage of the town of Hampden, Hampden County, 
is 11,752 ; valuation, $404,823 ; tax rate, $12.00 per $1,000 ; popula- 
tion, 831 ; number of families, 215. It contains many good farms, 
but there are three woollen mills and some minor industries at the 
village, which is near the geographical centre of the town. 

The Hampden Public Library was opened for use Aug. 1, 1891. 
The library contains 325 books, among the gifts having been thirty- 
one volumes from the Rev. Calvin Stebbins and five from Francis C. 
Sessions ; the town has alsq appropriated $60 for the purchase of 
books. The books are kept at the residence of the town clerk near 
the centre of the village, and Mrs. John Q. Adams is the librarian. 
The library is open every alternate Saturday from 3 to 8 o'clock p.m. 

The ladies volunteered to cover the books. The number of book 
takers has been about 96 and the total circulation 1,019. Historical 
works and story books are most in demand, " Uncle Tom's Cabin," the 
*' Boys' Handy Book" and " Standish of Standish" being specially 
popular. There has been some talk of the provision of a building for 
the library, but no action has yet been taken. One of the trustees 
writes that the library has been well patronized, more especially by 
the young people ; that the people are well pleased with it and prize 
it highly. The trustees are John N. Isham, term expires 1894 ; 
Arthur H. Bennett, 1893 ; and Alonzo B. Newell, 1892. 
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liEVBBBTT. 

The mountainous farming town of Leverett, Franklin County, has 
a taxable acreage of 12,846, a valuation of $284,476, a population 
of 702, and 208 families. Its tax rate is $15.00 per $1,000. 

The Leverett Public Library was opened Aug. 10, 1891, and contains 
263 volumes, a considerable number of which were the gift of different 
individuals. A catalogue of the books has been printed. There are 
two villages in the town, Leverett and North Leverett, and a branch 
library has been established at North Leverett, which greatly increases 
the facilities for the use of books to the people of that section of the 
town. The libraries are open every Monday from 7 to 9 p.m., and 
every Friday from 3 to 6 p.m. The librarians are Mrs. C. F. Young 
and Mrs. H. L. Boutwell, and the books are kept at private houses. 
Children are admitted to the full privileges of the library at the age 
of fifteen. The number of cards issued to book takers has been 82 
and the total circulation 485 volumes, there having been a steady 
increase frpm the beginning. The books most sought for have been 
books of adventure, Charles Carleton Coffin's books on the civil 
war and " Uncle Tom's Cabin." The chairman of the trustees 
writes : " The library is a grand institution. The author of the bill 
passed by the last Legislature deserves the thanks of the people in the 
small towns." The trustees are H. W. Field, C. F. Frary and H. L. 
Boutwell, whose terms expire March, 1892 ; Mrs. C. H. Field,' H. C. 
Porter and E. W. Buckmaster, whose terms expire March, 1893 ; 
and Lucia M. Field, W. L. Boutwell and Mrs. R. A. Dudley, whose 
terms expire March, 1894. 

MASHPfiE. 

The town of Mashpee, Barnstable County, contains a population of 
298, and has 75 families, nearly all of its inhabitants being of Indian 
descent. It has a taxable acreage of 13,501 ; valuation, $173,350; 
tax rate, $13.40 per $1,000. It has two association libraries, and 
with the formation of the new town library is probably better sup- 
plied with good reading than some wealthier communities. 

The Mashpee Free Public Library was opened Feb. 6, 1892, with 
321 volumes, of which about 150 were donated by individuals. Col. 
H. W. Wilson gave 33 volumes, W. G. C. Salisbury 32, O. B. Dodge 
39, Lyman B. Stanley 7', and 22 volumes were given through the Free 
Public Library Commission. The library has a good room in the 
new school building of the town, and is open Saturdays from 7 to 9 
o'clock P.M. The trustees chosen to serve from March, 1891, are O. 
M. Holmes, three years ; Darius Coombs, two years ; and Alton San- 
ford, one year. The trustees have taken the entire care of the 
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library without expense, and it begins with a good circulation and a 
promise of usefulness. 

MONTBBBY. 

Monterey is a farming town in southern Berkshire, sheep husbandry 
being one of its principal resources. It is nine miles from Great 
Barrington, the nearest railway station. Its taxable acres number 
15,432, and it contains 495 inhabitants and has 141 families. Its 
valaation is $225,551, and its tax rate is $12.00 per $1,000. 

The Monterey Free Library was opened May 23, 1891, and con- 
tains 240 volumes, of which a neat catalogue has been printed. The 
Monterey Improvement Society has given 54 volumes. Children are 
admitted to the full privileges of the library at the age of twelve, 
and 87 cards have been issued. The works of Mrs. H. B. Stowe 
and Louisa M. Alcott have been in especial demand. The library 
has been fortunate in the gift of a building for its use by the Mon- 
terey Improvement Society, and it is open Wednesdays from 2 to 4 
P.M., and Saturdays from 4 to 8 p.m. Amelia A. Bidwell is librarian 
and Henry W. Miner assistant. The care of the library is entirely 
voluntary. The trustees and the dates of the expiration of their 
terms of office are as follows : Dr. B. D. Pease and Miss Amelia A. 
Bidwell, 1892 ; G. L. Keyes and Helen L. Townsend, 1893 ; W. S. 
Bidwell and Mrs. B. D. Pease, 1894. 

The^ chairman of the trustees writes : ''Our library has been a 
success partly from the fact that the members of the Monterey 
Improvement Society have taken a special interest and have labored 
very hard to get others interested. They have donated the building, 
carpeted and papered and painted both inside and out. They have 
also furnished the room with a very nice office table and five chairs. 
One of our townspeople gave us a stove and pipe, another a chair, 
and two of the young men donated sufficient wood to last through the 
cold weather. A course of entertainments has been given during 
the winter for the benefit of the library. The net proceeds will be 
given to the library trustees, to invest as they see fit." 

MOUNT WASHINGTON. 

The town of Mount Washington contains within its borders some 
of the most striking and picturesque scenery in the State. Its tax- 
able acreage is 12,504 ; valuation, $79,669 ; tax rate, $10.00 on 
$1,000 ; population, 148 ; number of families, 38. The people are 
mainly devoted to farming. 

The Mount Washington Free Library was opened July 5, 1891, 
and contains 245 volumes, 39 of which were the gift of Timothy 
L. Walsh, a summer sojourner from New York City. The 
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library is kept for the present in a room in the only church in the 
town, that being the most available centrally located place. It is open 
on Sundays from 10a.m. to 1p.m., and the total circulation up to 
the end of the year was 145 volumes. Howard D. Lamson is the 
librarian, and the entire care of the library has been voluntary. 
" Uncle Tom's Cabin," *' The Lamplighter,'* the works of Dickens and 
Scott and the histories of the United States, have been the books 
most in demand. The trustees are Walter B. Woloott and Mrs. F. 
B. Schutt, whose terms expire March, 1892 ; H. F. Keith and Mrs. 
H. F. Keith, March, 1893 ; Mrs. Lewis Melius and Howard D. 
Lamson, 1894. 

NEW ASHFORD. 

New Ashford is a mountainous farming town in the north-western 
part of Berkshire County. Its acres that are subject to taxation 
number 7,511 ; its population is 125 ; number of families, 40 ; valua- 
tion, $70,740; and tax rate, $15.20 on $1,000. 

The New Ashford Public Library was opened about the middle of 
June, 1891, with 208 volumes, and 183 books had been circulated up 
to the end of the year. It is kept at a private house, and is cared for 
by Mrs. C. S. Baker and W. H. Baxter, without expense. The day 
for opening the library was fixed for Thursdays, afternoon and 
evening ; but, as the people are scattered and the library is kept at the 
home of the. librarian, it has been decided to increase the convenience 
of its use by allowing people to take books whenever they can come 
to the library. The trustees and the date of the expiration of their 
terms are : Warren H. Baxter, April, 1892 ; Walter S. Baker, 1893 ; 
and Mrs. £. Ingraham, 1894. 

OTIS. 

The farming and grazing town of Otis, Berkshire County, has a 
taxable area of 21,315 acres, a large number of which are wooded. 
Its population is 583 ; number of families, 170 ; valuation, $220,042 ; 
and tax rate, $16.00 on $1,000. 

The Free Public Library of Otis was opened Oct. 30, 189 1 , with 208 
volumes, and it is accessible for the delivery of books Friday after- 
noons and from 6.30 to 8 o'clock in the evening. It is kept at the 
house of the Rev. Arthur H. Somes, pastor of the Congregational 
church, and it is cared for by Mrs. Mary E. Somes, the pastor's wife, 
without expense. Up to the middle of February 69 cards had been 
issued and 114 books circulated. The pupils and teachers of the 
public schools are encouraged to take the books, and a large percent- 
age of the readers are young people ; history, biography and 
travels have taken the precedence of fiction in the books used, and 
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books relating to the civil war are eagerly soaght for and read. The 
trustees are : John Merritt, term expires 1893 ; Edward Davidson, 
1892 ; and Miss Frances Clark, 1894. 



PBLHAM. 

The industries of Pelham, Hampshire County, are mainly farming 
and lumbering. It contains 14,088 taxable acres ; its population is 
486 ; number of families, 146 ; valuation, $168,042 ; tax rate, $19.00 
per $1,000. 

The Free Public Library of Pelham was opened Aug. 22, 1891, 
with about 250 volumes, of which a catalogue is in print. The num- 
ber of cards issued has been 68. The library is kept in a room in 
the town hall building, and one delivery station has been established 
in a distant part of the town. The classes of books most in demand 
have been histories and biographies, and the books that have proved 
specially popular have been " Uncle Tom's Cabin," "Two Years 
before the Mast," and other sea stories. Mrs. Mary A. Keith serves 
as librarian without compensation, and the library is open from 2 to 4 
o'clock every Saturday, that day having been chosen with special 
reference to the convenience of the teachers and pupils of the public 
schools. The trustees express the opinion that among the means of 
making a small library attractive and useful are the provision of 
books which shall be popular and at the same time instructive, and 
the delivery of books in parts of the town not having regular business 
connections with the centre. The trustees and the date of the expira- 
tion of their terms are : Eliza L. Haskins, 1892 ; M. Louise Brewer, 
1893 ; and Mary A. Keith, 1894. 

PERU. 

The town of Peru, Berkshire County, is somewhat rugged in its 
physical features, and its people are mainly devoted to farming. Its 
tax list enumerates 16,009 acres; its population is 305; number of 
families, 86 ; valuation, $119,906 ; tax rate, $22.50 on $1,000. 

The Peru Town Library was opened to the public May 26, 1891, 
with 186 volumes, of which 21 were gifts from friends in Brooklyn, 
N. Y., Pittsfield, Hinsdale, Springfield, Washington and Peru. The 
number of books circulated up to the close of the year was 550, 
books of travel and fiction being most in demand. The library is 
kept in a store at the centre of the town, and is open every week day 
from 7 A.M. to 7 p.m. F. G. Creamer serves as librarian without 
expense. The trustees and the date of the expiration of their terms 
of ofiSce ai'e : Austin Stoweil, March, 1894 ; C. M. Hatheway, 1898 ; 
and J. H. Geer, 1892. 
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PLAINFIBLD. 

The town of Plainfield, Hampshire County, while mainly a farm- 
ing town, has some manufactories of wooden- ware, and other minor 
industries. It has 13,008 acres which are 'subject to taxation ; its 
population is 435; number of families, 127; valuation, $161,383; 
tax rate, $17.50 per $1,000. 

The Plainfield Free Public Library was opened for use June 13, 
1891, with 410 volumes, a catalogue of which has been printed. 
Among the gifts have been 15 volumes from Mr. Charles Dudley 
Warner and 30 volumes from Mrs. Martha J. Lamb, both of whom 
are natives of the town. Other donors have been William Holmes 
Hallock, 67 volumes ; friends from Beverly, 30 ; Levi Clark, 14 ; 
Charles Hallock, 14 ; Rev. and Mrs. J. A. Woodhull, 12 ; and the 
town of Ashfield, 25 volumes. 

The number of volumes circulated up to the close of the year was 
579. The bound volumes of magazines have been most used, and 
next in order come books relating to the civil war and fiction. The 
library is kept at the house of Mrs. J. W. Sears, who cares for it 
without expense. It is open on Saturday of each week from 1 to 9 
o'clock P.M. The trustees are : Rev. John A. Woodhull, term 
expires March 1, 1892; Mrs. J. W. Sears, 1893; and Mr. E. A. 
Atkins, 1894. 



PLYMPTOJSa". 

The farming town of Plympton, Plymouth County, contains one 
cotton mill and a few other industries. It is taxed for 8,672 acres ; 
its population is 597 ; number of families, 175 ; valuation, $304,882 ; 
and tax rate, $11.40 per $1,000. 

The Plympton Free Public Library was opened July 25, 1891, and 
contains 335 volumes, including 149 which were given by the Young 
Peoples* Literary Association of Plympton, and other gifts from Miss 
Anna C. Lowell of Boston, Hon. Elihu B. Hayes of Lynn, Bradford 
Kingman and others. The library is kept in the town house, and 
Miss B. W. Sherman is the librarian. It is open on Saturdays from 
2 to 6 and from 7 to 9 p.m. Persons are admitted to the full privi- 
leges of the library at the age of twelve ; 110 cards have been issued 
and 616 books circulated, — an average of 24 per week. The trus- 
tees state that a very general interest has been manifested in the 
library by the young people of the town. The trustees are : Charles 
H. Perkins, one year ; Mrs. C. M. Frazer, two years ; and John 
Sherman, three years. 
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PBBSOOTT. 

Prescott, Hampshire County, is a farming town, the population of 
which has steadily decreased since 1840. The number of its taxable 
acres is 10,803; population, 376 ; number of famUies, 112; valua- 
tion, $166,995 ; and tax rate, $13.00 on $1,000. 

The Prescott Free Public Library was opened Aug. 7, 1891, and 
contains 283 volumes, including a gift of 50 volumes from Mrs. 
Roger Wolcott of Boston, and other gifts from Hon. E. B. Hayes of 
Lynn and friends in Boston and Beverly. The library occupies a 
room in the town house, and is open every Saturday from 1 to 4 
o'clock P.M. and also on town-meeting and election days. Henry L. 
Berry is the librarian. Children are admitted to the full privileges 
of the library at the age of ten ; 104 cards have been issued, and the 
total circulation to the close of the year was 361 volumes. Fiction, 
history and biography have been the classes of books most sought 
for, and " Uncle Tom's Cabin,'* Loftsing's histories and the magazines 
have been the books most in demand. The trustees are : Joseph M. 
Harrington and Waldo H. Pierce, terms expire April, 1894 ; Frederic 
N. Pierce and William F. Wendemuth, 1893 ; and Charles E. 

# 

Houghton and Herman C. Powers, 1892. 



mOHMOND. 

The people of the town of Richmond, Berkshire County, are mainly 
devoted to agricultural pursuits. It is a town of 1 1,331 taxable acres ; 
its population is 796 ; number of families, 196 ; valuation, $468,726 ; 
and tax rate, $13.00 on $1,000. Owing to the diflSculty of providing a 
proper place for keeping the books, the library had not been opened 
at the date of the preparation of this report. The trustees have 
accepted the offer of the pastor of the Congregational church, to 
give the use of a room in the parsonage and take charge of the books 
until other arrangements can be made ; and it is hoped that the library 
will soon be ready for use. The trustees are : Franklin H. Gaston, 
for three years ; William H. Sherrill, for two years ; and Fred A. 
Clement, for one year. 

ROWLEY, 

Farming is the principal industry of the town of Rowley, Essex 
County. Its taxable acres number 10,506 ; population, 1,248 ; num- 
ber of families, 312 ; valuation, $602,984 ; tax rate, $13.40 on $1,000. 

The Rowley Free Public Library was opened Sept. 19, 1891, with 
1,247 volumes, the association library which existed in the town hav- 
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ing been made a portion of the public library. Children are admitted 
to the full privileges of the library at the age of sixteen years ; and 
262 cards had been issued and 1,879 books circulated up to the first 
of January of the present year. Books of travel and fiction have 
been most in demand. The library is kept at the house of the town 
clerk, Mr. B. P. Mighill ; it is open Saturdays from 2.30 to 5 and 
.from 6 to 9 p.m. Catherine N. Mighill is librarian. A catalogue of 
the books has been printed. The trustees and the dates of the expi- 
ration of their service are : G. B. Blodgette, E. B. Hale and B. P. 
Mighill, 1892 ; C. E. Marshall, A. E. Bailey and Mrs. Abbie Ells- 
worth, 1893 ; J. Scott Todd, Mrs. Sarah Blackinton and Mrs. Annie 
Henderson, 1894. 

SANDWICH. 

Sandwich is one of the largest and most important towns in Barn- 
stable County, and its people are engaged in a variety of industries. 
It has 20,955 taxable acres; its population is 1,819; number of* 
families, 518 ; valuation, $902,975; tax rate, $14.80 per $1,000. 

The Sandwich Free Public Library was opened for use Aug. 8, 
1891, and contains 650 volumes. The library has been very success- 
ful from its beginning. Among the gifts it has received are $100 
from Henry T. Wing of New York, a like amount from Mr. and 
Mrs. H. W. Belcher of Randolph, and other sums from Mr. E. P. 
Elliott, Mr. and Mrs. F. E. Elwell and Mr. J. H. Nickerson. Among 
the givers of books have been Col. C. L. Norton, J. J. Roberts, 
D.D., Edward Clark of Washington, D. C, Miss E. P. Sohier of 
Beverly, Capt. Watson Freeman of Brookline, James L. Wessen of 
Boston and F. B. Sanborn of Concord. One interesting gift was the 
sum of $75 from Mr. George T. McLaughlin, being the proceeds of 
a lecture delivered by Wendell Phillips several years ago, which had 
been treasured for the purpose. The library is kept in a small room 
rented for the purpose, but this is already crowded and insufficient 
for its needs. The feasibility of fitting the lower story of the town 
hall building for library and reading rooms is under consideration. 
During the first three months the library was opened on Saturday of 
each week ; but the demand for books was so great that the trustees 
were obliged to open it on Wednesdays also, and the hours are now 
from 2 to 5 and 7 to 9 p.m. on each of the days named. The full 
privileges of the library are given to all persons twelve years of age 
or over ; 281 cards have been issued and 2,307 books circulated. A 
broadside list of the books has been printed and freely circulated 
both in the schools and among the people, with excellent results. 
The covering, labelling and preparation of the books for circulation 
was accomplished by voluntary work. Carrie R. Crocker is the 
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librarian. The trustees in their first report to the town congratulate 
the people on the establishment of the library, and note the great 
interest taken in its founding and maintenance by ''all our people, 
at home and abroad," and the success which has attended it from the 
day it was opened. The trustees are : Miss Alice Cook, W. H. 
Woodwell, A. F. Carlton, one year ; Mrs. M. M. Elwell, Thomas F. 
Clinton, two years ; and Hon. Charles Dillingham, James Shevlin 
and B. G. Bartley, three years. 



SHEFFIELD. 

The people of the town of Sheffield, Berkshire County, — a town 
of large territorial extent, — are principally devoted to agriculture, 
though there are some other industries within its borders. Its popu- 
lation is 1,954; number of families, 499; valuation, $884,155; tax 
rate, $14.50 per $1,000 ; and taxlable acreage, 27,584. 

The Sheffield Free Public Library was not ready for use at the date 
of the preparation of this report, sickness and other causes having 
created delays. Accommodations 'have been provided for it in the 
town hall building. It contains about 160 volumes, and the trustees 
are : Charles O. Dewey, three years ; Rev. James S. Ellis, two years ; 
and Albert N. Curtiss, one year. 



SOUTHWIOK. 

The interests of the town of Southwick, Hampden County, are 
mainly of an agricultural character. Its population is 914 ; number 
of families, 248; valuation, $513,702; tax rate, $14.50 on $1,000; 
taxable acreage, 18,049. 

The Southwick Free Public Library was opened the last day of 
October, 1891, and contains 255 volumes, 29 of which came from 
School District Library No. 1, and 16 from the Demorest Medal 
Contest Fund. Children are given the full privileges of the library 
at the age of fourteen ; 99 cards have been issued and 385 volumes 
circulated. Fiction and history are most in demand, and '* Uncle 
Tom's Cabin," "The Lamplighter" and "Ben Hur" the books most 
called for. The library is kept in a business block ; it is open on 
Saturdays from 3 to 5 and 7 to 9 p.m., and the Rev. David L. Kebbe 
serves as librarian without pay. The trustees are : George W. Bruce, 
whose term expires 1892 ; Edward Gillett, 1893 ; and Amasa Hol- 
comb, 1894. 
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TYRINQHAM. 

The agricultural town of Tyringhara, Berkshire County, contains 
10,845 taxable acres ; its population is 412 ; number of families, 107 ; 
valuation, $229,430 ; tax rate, $12.00 on $1,000. 

The Tyringham Free Public Library occupies a room fitted up for 
the purpose in the graded school building, which is located in the 
centre of the town, and well adapted for the purpose. It has only 
recently been opened for public use. The trustees are : Dr. Joseph 
Jones, three ye^-rs ; Miss Lena Garfield, two years ; Miss Cora Crit- 
tenden, one year. 

WBSTPORT. 

Westport, Bristol County, has a population whose interests include 
the industries of agriculture and of the sea. Its population is 2,599 ; 
number of families, 695; valuation, $1,329,675; tax rate, $12.00 
per $1,000 ; taxable acreage, 28,336. 

The Westport Free Public Library was opened June 6, 1891, with 
206 volumes, all of which were received from the State or by gift 
from other sources. A catalogue has been printed, 91 cards have 
been issued, and the teachers of the public schools are allowed to take 
books not exceeding three at one time, to be loaned to their pupils or 
used in school. The library is kept in the town hall building, and is 
open on Saturdays from 5 to 7 p.m. Mary E. Taylor serves as libra- 
rian without compensation. The trustees and the dates of the expi- 
ration of their terms are : Jehial Baker and Nancy J. Rowland, 
1892 ; Annie F. Jenney and Delia M. Manchester, 1893 ; and John 
A. Macomber, 2d, and Joseph M. Shorrock, 1894. 



WEST STOCKBBIDGE. 

The town of West Stockbridge, in western Berkshire, in addition 
to its other industries, contains large marble quarries. Its population 
is 1,492; number of families, 376; valuation, $625,113; tax rate, 
$13.00 on $1,000; and taxable acreage, 11,254. 

The West Stockbridge Free Library was opened June 20, 1891, 
with 299 volumes, of which 130 were individual gifts. All persons 
of twelve years of age or over are admitted to its privileges, 125 
cards have been issued, and the total circulation to Jan. 1, 1892, was 
829 volumes. Scott's and Thackeray's novels have been the bookH 
most read. The library is kept in a room over a store, and is open 
Wednesdays and Saturdays from 3 to 5 o'clock p.m. The care of the 
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library is wholly undertaken by volunteers, Mrs. Julian Williams 
being the librarian. The trustees and the dates of the expiration of 
their terms of office are : C. W. Kniffin, 1894 ; C. S. Piatt, 1893 ; 
and J. P. Carpenter, 1892. 

WINDSOR. 

Windsor, Berkshire County, contains several industries in addition 
to its agricultural interests. Its population is 612 ; number of fam- 
ilies, 149 ; valuation, $202,748 ; tax rate, $18.00 on $1,000 ; taxable 
area, 21,318 acres. 

The Windsor Free Public Library was opened April 20, 1891, and 
contains 261 volumes, of which 90 were the gift of friends from Bos- 
ton, Beverly, Lynn and other places. Children at the age of twelve 
are admitted to the full privileges of the library ; and 528 volumes 
had been issued up to the close of the year. Fiction and history 
have been the most popular classes of books, and '' Uncle Tom's 
Cabin," " Little Lord Faun tleroy," Knox's ''Boy Travellers," Mrs. 
Whitney's stories and Cooper's novels have been in especial demand. 
A portion of the books is kept in each of the three villages of the 
town, under the care respectively of James W. Nichols, Jesse A. 
Shaw and, Darius Bird, all of whom volunteer their services. It is 
proposed to exchange the books deposited at the different villages 
once in six months or at some stated period. Each depository is 
open daily. The trustees and the dates of the expiration of their 
terms are : Rev. S. M. Andrews, 1894 ; B. H. Hollis, 1893 ; and H. 
A. Ford, 1892. 
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LAWS RELATING TO THE FORMATION AND ORGAN- 
IZATION OF FREE PUBLIC LIBRARIES. 



[Acts of 1890, Chapter 347] 

An Act to promote the establishment and efficiency of free 

PUBLIC libraries. 

Be it enacted, etc., as follows : 

Section 1. The governor with the advice and consent of the 
council shall appoint five persons, residents of the Commonwealth, 
who shall constitute a board of library commissioners. The gov- 
ernor shall designate the chairman thereof. One member of said 
board shall be appointed for the term of five years, one for four years, 
one for three years, one for two years and one for one year ; and 
thereafter the term of office of the commissioners shall be five years. 
All vacancies on said board, whether occurring by expiration of term 
or otherwise, shall be filled by the governor with the advice and con- 
sent of the council. 

Sect. 2. The librarian or trustees of any free public library may 
ask said board for advice in regard to the selection of books, the 
cataloguing of books and any other matters pertaining to the main- 
tenance or administration of the library ; and the board shall give 
such advice in regard to said matters as it shall find practicable. 
The board shall make a report of its doings to the general court in 
January of each year, and fifteen hundred copies of said report shall 
be printed as one of the public document series. 

Sect. 3. Said board is hereby authorized and directed to expend, 
upon the application of the board of library trustees of any town 
having no free public library owned and controlled by the town, a 
sum not exceeding one hundred dollars for books for any such town 
entitled to the benefits of this act ; such books to be used by said 
trustees for the purpose of establishing a free public library, and said 
commissioners shall select and purchase all books to be provided as 
aforesaid. 

Sect. 4. No town shall be entitled to the benefits of this act until 
such town has accepted the provisions hereof at a regularly called 
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town meeting, and has elected a board of library trustees as provided 
in chapter three hundred and four of the acts of the year eighteen 
hundred and eighty-eight, and until said trustees shall have provided, 
in a manner satisfactory to the board of commissioners, for the care, 
custody and distribution of the books furnished in accordance with 
this act. 

Sect. 5. Any town accepting the provisions of this act shall 
annually appropriate from the dog tax, or shall otherwise annually 
provide for the use and maintenance of its free public library, a sum 
not less than fifty dollars, if its last assessed valuation was one mil- 
lion dollars or upward, or a sum not less than twenty-five dollars if 
said valuation was less than one million and not less than two 
hundred and fifty thousand dollars, or a sum not less than fifteen 
dollars if said valuation was less than two hundred and fifty thou- 
sand dollars. 

Sect. 6. No member of the board of commissioners shall 
receive any compensation, but the board may expend a sum not 
exceeding five hundred dollars annually for clerical assistance and 
incidental and necessary expenses in the discharge of its duties ; and 
all sums expended under the provisions of this act shall be paid from 
the treasury after the bills therefor have been approved by the board 
and sent to the auditor of the Commonwealth, who shall certify to 
the governor and council the amount due as in case of all other bills 
and accounts approved by him under the provisions of law. 

Sect. 7. This act shall take effect upon its passage. [_ Approved 
May 28, 1890. 

Election of Trustees, and Management. 

[Acts of 1888, Chapter 304.] 

An Act concerning the election and the powers and duties 
of trustees of free public libraries, or of free public 
libraries and reading-rooms in towns. 

Be U enacted^ etc.y as follows : 

Section 1. Every town which raises or appropriates money for 
the support of a free public library, or free public library and reading- 
room that is owned by the town, shall at its annual meeting, or at a 
legal town meeting appointed and notified for that purpose by the 
selectmen, elect a board of trustees, except in cases where such library 
has been or may be acquired by the town, in whole or in part, by 
some donation or bequest containing other conditions or provisions 
for the elections of its trustees or for its care and miaageineut, which 
conditions have been accepted and agreed to by vole of the town. 
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LAWS RELATING TO THE FORMATION AND ORGAN- 
IZATION OF FREE PUBLIC LIBRARIES. 



[Acts of 1890, Chapteb 347] 

An Act to promote the establishment and efficiency of free 

PUBLIC libraries. 

Be it enacted^ etc., as follows : 

Section 1. The governor with the advice and consent of the 
council shall appoint five persons, residents of the Commonwealth, 
who shall constitute a board of library commissioners. The gov- 
ernor shall designate the chairman thereof. One member of said 
board shall be appointed for the term of five years, one for four years, 
one for three years, one for two years and one for one year ; and 
thereafter the term of office of the commissioners shall be five years. 
All vacancies on said board, whether occurring by expiration of term 
or otherwise, shall be filled by the governor with the advice and con- 
sent of the council. 

Sect. 2. The librarian or trustees of any free public library may 
ask said board for advice in regard to the selection of books, the 
cataloguing of books and any other matters pertaining to the main- 
tenance or administration of the library ; and the board shall give 
such advice in regard to said matters as it shall find practicable. 
The board shall make a report of its doings to the general court in 
January of each year, and fifteen hundred copies of said report shall 
be printed as one of the public document series. 

Sect. 3. Said board is hereby authorized and directed to expend, 
upon the application of the board of library trustees of any town 
having no free public library owned and controlled by the town, a 
sum not exceeding one hundred dollars for books for any such town 
entitled to the benefits of this act ; such books to be used by said 
trustees for the purpose of establishing a free public library, and said 
commissioners shall select and purchase all books to be provided as 
aforesaid. 

Sect. 4. No town shall be entitled to the benefits of this act until 
such town has accepted the provisions hereof at a regularly called 
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town meeting, and has elected a board of library trustees as provided 
in chapter three hundred and four of the acts of the year eighteen 
hundred and eighty-eight, and until said trustees shall have provided, 
in a manner satisfactory to the board of commissioners, for the care, 
custody and distribution of the books furnished in accordance with 
this act. 

Sect. 5. Any town accepting the provisions of this act shall 
annually appropriate from the dog tax, or shall otherwise annually 
provide for the use and maintenance of its free public library, a sum 
not less than fifty dollars, if its last assessed valuation was one mil- 
lion dollars or upward, or a sum not less than twenty-five dollars if 
said valuation was less than one million and not less than two 
hundred and fifty thousand dollars, or a sum not less than fifteen 
dollars if said valuation was less than two hundred and fifty thou- 
sand dollars. 

Sect. 6. No member of the board of commissioners shall 
receive any compensation, but the board may expend a sum not 
exceeding five hundred dollars annually for clerical assistance and 
incidental and necessary expenses in the discharge of its duties ; and 
all sums expended under the provisions of this act shall be paid from 
the treasury after the bills therefor have been approved by the board 
and sent to the auditor of the Commonwealth, who shall certify to 
the governor and council the amount due as in case of all other bills 
and accounts approved by him under the provisions of law. 

Sect. 7. This act shall take effect upon its passage. [^Approved 
May 28, 1890. 

Election of Trustees, axd Management. 

[Acts of 1888, Chapter 304.] 

An Act concerning the election and the powers and duties 
OF trustees of free public libraries, or of free public 
libraries and reading-rooms in towns. 

Be U enacted^ etc., as follows : 

Section 1. Every town which raises or appropriates money for 
the support of a free public library, or free public library and reading- 
room that is owned by the town, shall at its annual meeting, or at a 
legal town meeting appointed and notified for that purpose by the 
selectmen, elect a board of trustees, except in cases where such library 
has been or may be acquired by the town, in whole or in part, by 
some donation or bequest containing other conditions or provisions 
for the elections of its trustees or for its care and maaagemeat, which 
conditions have been accepted and agreed to by vote of the town. 
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Sect. 2. [As amended by chapter 112, Acts of 1889.] Said 
board of trustees shall consist of any number of persons divisible by 
three which the town may decide to elect, one- third thereof to be 
elected annually and to continue in office for three years, except that 
the town shall first elect one-third of the trustees for one year, one- 
third for two years and one-third for three years, and thereafter one- 
third the number annually for the term of three years. No person 
shall be ineligible to serve upon said board of trustees by reason of 
sex. Such board of trustees shall be elected by ballot, and shall 
organize annually by the choice of a chairman and secretary from 
their own number : provided, any town having a free public library, 
which has heretofore elected a board of trustees to manage the 
same, consisting of a number divisible by three, and has hereto- 
fore elected annually one-third of said board for three years, may 
continue to elect annually one-third of said board, and the trustees 
in office shall hold their offices until the term for which they were 
elected shall expire, unless the town shall vote otherwise. 

Sect. 3. If any person elected a member of the board of trustees, 
after being duly notified of his election in the manner in which town 
officers are required to be notified, refuses or neglects to accept said 
office, or if any member declines further service, or from change of 
residence or otherwise, becomes unable to attend to the duties of the 
board, the remaining members shall in writing give notice of the fact 
to the selectmen of the town, and the two boards may thereupon, 
after giving public notice of at least one week, proceed to fill such 
vacancy until the next annual town meeting ; and a majority of the 
ballots of persons entitled to vote shall be necessary to an election. 

Sect. 4. The trustees so elected by the town shall have the entire 
custody and management of the library and reading-room and all 
property owned by the town relating thereto; and all money raised 
or appropriated by the town for its support and maintenance, and all 
money or property that the town may receive by donation from any 
source, or by bequest, in behalf of said free public library and read- 
ing-room, shall be placed in the care and custody of the board of 
trustees, to be expended or retained by them for and in behalf of the 
town for the support and maintenance of its free public library and 
reading-room, in accordance with the conditions of each or any dona- 
tion or bequest accepted by the town. 

Sect. 5. In every town which shall, by a majority of the votes 
cast at its annual town meeting or at a legal town meeting appointed 
and notified for that purpose by the selectmen, so direct, the board 
of trustees shall, in addition to the officers named in section two of 
this act, elect from among their own number a treasurer, who shall 
give a bond to the town similar to the bond given by the town treas- 
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nrer, for such an amount and with such sureties as may be satisfac- 
tory to the selectmen ; and until a town dii-ects otherwise the town 
treasurer shall act as treasurer of the board of trustees. 

Sect. 6. The trustees shall make an explicit report to the town 
at each annual town meeting of all their receipts and expenditures, 
and of all the property of the town in their care and custody, includ- 
ing a statement of any unexpended balance of money they may have, 
and of any bequests or donations they may have received and are 
holding in behalf of the town, with such recommendations in 
reference to the same as they may deem necessary for the town to 
consider. 

Sect. 7. Nothing in this act shall be construed to interfere with 
library associations, nor with any library that is or may be organized 
and managed under special act of the legislature. 

Sect. 8. This act shall take effect upon its passage. \_ Approved 
May 4, 1888. 
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REPORT OF THE COMMISSION. 



To the Honorable Senate and House of BepresenUUives. 

The Free Public Library Commission herewith submits its 
third report, embracing a summary of the results accomplished » 
under the law by which it was established, during the calendar 
year 1892. 

The Commission. 

The personnel and organization of the commission remains the 
same as at the date of the first report, Miss E. P. Sohier, whose 
term expired Oct. 22, 1892, having been re-appointed by the 
governor for the full term of five years. It has held meetings 
at the State House once each month during the year. 

New Free Public Libraries established under the Law. 

During the year nineteen towns have accepted the provisions 
of chapter 347 of the Acts of 1890, and the town of Wilbraham, 
which accepted the act in 1891, has completed its action by 
the legal choice of trustees, and has been supplied with the 
books. The towns of Huntington, Hawley and South Hadley 
have not yet notified the commission of their full compliance 
with the statute by the choice of trustees in the legal form. The 
town of Hardwick, although it has complied with all legal 
requirements, has not yet been supplied with books, for the 
reason that the lists of books which it is to receive from other 
sources are awaited before making the selection, in order to 
avoid duplication. The following list embraces the names of 
the sixteen towns which have fully completed the action re- 
quired of them by the law, and have been furnished with books 
by the commission during the year : — 



Avon, 


Holland, 


Savoy, 


Colrain, 


Leyden, 


Shelbume, 


Dana, 


Lynnfield, 


Tolland, 


Essex, 


Medway, 


Wilbraham, 


Freetown, 


Oakham, 


Wrentham. 


Gosnold, 
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It thus appears that, including the thirty-six towns supplied 
in 1891, fifty-two towns have received books from the com- 
mission under this law, and four others will doubtless soon be 
added to the list. 



Towns classified as to Libraries. 

The following classification of the towns, revised to date, 
shows the free library facilities they now enjoy : — 

Class 1. 

Towns which have libraries owned and controlled by the town^ andjree for 

circulation to all the people. 



Abiagton, 

Adams, 

Agawam, 

Alford, 

Andover, 

Arlington, 

Ashbumham, 

Ashby, 

Ashland, 

Athol, 

Attleborough, 

Auburn, 

Avon, 

Ayer, 

Belmont, 

Berlin, 

Beverly, 

Blackstone, 

Blandford, 

Bolton, 

Boston, 

Bourne, 

Boxborough, 

Boylston, 

Bridgewater, 

Brimfield, 

Brockton, 

Brookfield, 

Brookline, 

Burlington, 

Cambridge, 

Canton, 

Carlisle, 

Charlemont, 

Charlton, 



Chatham, 

Chelsea, 

Chesterfield, 

Chicopee, 

Chilmark, 

Clinton, 

Cohasset, 

Colrain, 

Dalton, 

Dana, 

Dedham, 

Douglas, 

Dunstable, 

East Bridgewater, 

Eastham, 

Edgartown, 

Egremont, 

Ei-ving, 

Essex, 

Everett, 

Fall River, 

Falmouth, 

Fitchburg, 

Foxborough, 

Framingham, 

Freetown, 

Gill, 

Goshen, 

Gosnold, 

Granby, 

Greenfield, 

Greenwich, 

Groton, 

Groveland, 

Halifax, 



Hamilton, 

Hampden, 

Hanover, 

Harvard, 

Hatfield, 

Holbrook, 

Holden, 

Holland, 

Holliston, 

Hopedale, 

HubbardstOD, 

Hudson, 

Hull, 

Hyde Park, 

Lancaster, 

Lanesborough, 

Leicester, 

Leominster, 

Leverett, 

Ley den, 

Lowell, 

Ludlow, 

Lunenburg, 

Lynn, 

Lynnfield, 

Manchester, 

Mansfield, 

Marblehead, 

Marlborough, 

Mashpee, 

Mattapoisett, 

Maynard, 

Medfield, 

Medford, 

Med way. 
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Melrose, 

MendoD, 

Menimac, 

Middleborough 

Middlefield, 

Middleton, 

Milford, 

Millbury, 

Millis, 

Milton, 

Montague, 

Monterey, 

Mount Washington, 

Nahant, 

Natiek, 

Needham, 

New Ashford, 

New Bedford, 

New Braintree, 

Newburyport, 

New Salem, 

Newton, 

Norfolk, 

North Adams, 

Northampton, 

North Andover, 

North Attleborough, 

Northborough, 

North Brookfield, 

Northfield, 

North Reading, 

Norwood, 

Oakham, 

Orange, 

Orleans, , 

Otis, 

Oxford, 

Paxton, 

Peabody, 

Pelham, 

Pepperell, 



Peru, 

Phillipston, 

Plainfield, 

Plymouth, 

Plympton, 

Prescott, 

Provincetown, 

Quincy, 

Randolph, 

Reading, 

Revere, 

Richmond, 

Rochester, 

Rockland, 

Rockport, 

Rowe, 

Rowley, 

Royalston, 

Rutland, 

Sandwich, 

Saugos, 

Savoy, 

Sharon, 

Sheffield, 

Shelbunie, 

Sherbom, 

Shirley, 

Shrewsbury, 

Somerville, 

South borough, 

Southbridge, 

South wick, 

Spencer, 

Sterling, 

Stoneham, 

Stoughton, 

Sturbridge, 

Sudbury, 

Sunderland, 

Sutton, 

Swampscott, 



Taunton, 

Templeton, 

Tewksbury, 

Tolland, 

Topsfield, 

Townsend, 

Tyngsborough, 

Tyringham, 

Upton, 

Uxbridge, 

Wakefield, 

Walpole, 

Waltham, 

Warwick, 

Watertown, 

Wayland, 

Webster, 

Wenham, 

Westborough, 

West Boylston, 

West Bridgewater, 

West Brookfield, 

Westford, 

Westminster, 

Weston, 

Westport, 

West Springfield, 

West Stockbridge, 

Weymouth, 

Whately, 

Whitman, 

Wilbraham, 

William stown, 

Wilmington, 

Winchendon, 

Winchester, 

Windsor, 

Winthrop, 

Worcester, 

Wrentham. — 227. 



Class 2. 

Towns which have free libraries in which the town has some representation 

in the management* 

Acton, Bedford, Bradford, 

Amesbury, Belchertown, Braintree, 

Barre, Bemardston, Concord, 
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Cummington, 

Danvers, 

EasthamptoD, 

Enfield, 

Franklin, 

Georgetown, 

Grafton, 



Haverhill, 

Hingham, 

Holyoke, 

Lawrence, 

Lexington, 

Lincoln, 

Littleton, 



Maiden, 

Norton, 

Petersham, 

Salem, 

Springfield, 

Warren, 

Wobum. — 30. 



Class 3. 

Towns in which there are libraries to which the town appropriates moneys 

but is not represented in the management. 



Amherst, 

Ashfield, 

Boxford, 

Cottage City, 

Duxbury, 

Gardner, 

Great Barrington, 

Hinsdale, 



Lee, 

Lenox, 

Monson, 

Northbridge, 

Palmer, 

Pembroke, 

Pittsfield, 



Princeton, 

Southampton, 

Stockbridge, 

Wellesley, 

Westfield, 

Westhampton, 

Worthington. — 22. 



Class 4. 



Towns in which there are free libraries which have no connection with the 

town. 

Barastable, Harwich, 

Becket, Hopkinton, 

Billerica, Ipswich, 

Buckland, Kingston, 

Deerfield, Marion, 

Easton, Methuen, 
Gloucester, 



Raynham, 

Rehoboth, 

Scituate, 

Ware, 

Wareham, 

Yarmouth. — ^'IQ. 



Class 5. 

Towns which have libraries owned by the town, but which charge a fee, 
Conway. — 1. 

Cla.88 6. 



Acushnet, 

Bellinghara, 

Berkley, 

Brewster, 

Carver, 

Chelmsford, 

Cheshire, 

Chester, 

Clarksburg, 

Dartmouth, 



Towns having no free library. 

Dennis, Hancock, 

Dighton, Hanson, 

Dover, Hardwick, 

Dracut, Hawley, 

Dudley, Heath, 

Fairhaven, Huntington, 

Florida, Lakeville, 

Gay Head, Longmeadow, 

Granville, Marshfield, 

Hadley, Monroe, 
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Montgomery, 


Seekonk, 


Wales, 


NaDtacket, 


Shutesbury, 


Washington, 


Nwrburj, 


Somerset, 


Wellfleet, 


New Marlborough, 


South Hadley, 


Wendell, 


Norwell, 


Stow, 


West Newbury, 


Russell, 


Swansea, 


West Tisbury, 


Salisbury, 


Tisbury, 


Williamsburg. — 53. 


Sandisfield, 


Truro, 





It appears from the above classification that of the 352 towns 
and cities in the State, 227 contain free public libraries that are 
entirely under municipal control ; 30 contain libraries the use 
of which is entirely free, and in the management of which the 
municipality is in some form i^presented ; 22 contain libraries 
to which the town or city appropriates money, but over which 
it has no control. Most of these libraries are free for circula- 
tion, but a few are free only for reference. Nineteen towns 
contain free public libraries that are supported entirely by 
private benefaction, and with which the municipality has no 
official connection ; one has a library which is owned and con- 
trolled by the town, but is not free, a small fee being charged 
the citizens for the use of the books ; and 53 towns have no 
public library, though in a few of this class small association 
libraries exist. 

All the towns in the State, except those enumerated in Class 
1, seem to be entitled to the benefit of the State appropriation, 
if they will establish free town libraries under full municipal 
control. 

Aid to Small Towns having Libraries. 

The last Legislature passed the following law, designed to 
aid the smaller towns that had established libraries before the 
law of 1890 went into eflfect : — 

[Chapter 255 op the Acts of 1892.] 
Be it enactedy etc., as follows: 

The board of library commissioners may expend the sum of one 
hundred dollars for books for the free public library of any town 
whose valuation does not exceed six hundred thousand dollars, which 
maintained a free library before the passage of chapter three hundred 
and forty-seven of the acts of the year eighteen hundred and ninety, 
and which has fully complied or hereafter fully complies with the 
provisions of said act. 
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The followins towns are entitled to the benefit of this law : — 



Ashby, 


Halifax, 


Paxton, 


Aubiini, 


Lanesborough, 


Phillipston, 


Bolton, 


Mendon, 


Rochester, 


Boylston, 


Middlefield, 


Rowe, 


Brimfield, 


Middleton, 


Royalston, 


Burlington, 


Millis, 


Rutland, 


Carlisle, 


New Braintree, 


Sunderland, 


Chesterfield, 


New Salem, 


Tyngsborough, 


Dunstable, 


Norfolk, 


Warwick, 


Eastham, 


North Reading, 


TV enham. 


Erving, 


Orleans, 


Whately. — 34. 


Gill, 







The commission has received certificates that the towns of 
Bolton, New Braintree and Whately have complied with this 
law. 

The Preservation of Town History. 

It is of the first importance that the free public library of 
every town should preserve every published detail of its 
histoiy and of the lives of its citizens. It should become a 
treasure-house for the local historian. With this end in view, 
great care should be taken to secure and preserve : — 

1 . All printed histories of the town and its locality, includ- 
ing all historical addresses or sketches of its churches, associ- 
ations or societies of whatever nature. 

2. Complete sets of the annual reports of the selectmen, 
school committees and all other town officers. Few towns have 
preserved a complete set of their own municipal reports. 

3. Genealogies and family histories which relate to those 
who have been or who are citizens of the town, including the 
preservation of biographical sketches and personal memorials 
in scrap books. 

4. Files of all the newspapers published in the town, or of 
those published in the vicinity, containing a chronicle of the 
current events of the town. 

5. All publications of natives or residents of the town, and 
of persons in any way identified with its history. 

6. Prospectuses, programmes and all transient publications 
which may be illustrative in any degree of the social, ^political, 
economical or moral development of the people of the town. 
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7. Manuscript material, such as unpublished sermons or 
addresses, the records of societies, etc. 

The Importance of State Publications. 

The Commonwealth collects and publishes, in the annual 
official ryeports of its various departments, a vast amount of 
valuable information, designed for the instruction and the im- 
provement of the condition of its people. Education, agricult- 
ure, labor, health, charity and other vital interests are treated 
by the best expert authorities, with a view to the special neces- 
sities of the people of the State, All these publications are 
furnished, without cost, to every free public library in the State, 
— even the expense of transportation is provided for by a law 
of the Legislature of 1892 ; and it is the duty of the librarian 
and trustees of every library to see that these publications are 
carefully preserved in complete sets, and conveniently arranged 
for the ready use of every citizen. In view of the quickened 
interest in the study of economics and sociology, this is a duty 
that cannot be too strongly emphasized. 

The Public Statutes, chapter 40, section 11, providers that all 
State publications that have been received by a town may be 
placed in the public library. The trustees should scq that this 
is done, and that the sets be made as perfect as possible, a 
result to which the commission will give any practicable aid. 

Notes of Library Progress in 1892. 

Amherst. A new library building of wood with a handsome exterior 
is approaching completion at North Amherst. It is a one-story 
building, thirty-six by twenty-five feet, and will cost the town 
between $1,500 and $2,000. 

Arlington. The new public library building at Arlington was 
dedicated November 29, with addresses by the Hon. John D. 
Long and Mr. Theodore F. Dwight, librarian of the Boston 
Public Library. It was built and furnished at a cost of $150,000 
by Mrs. Maria C. Robbins of Brooklyn, N. Y., in honor of her 
husband the late Eli Robbins, both being natives of the town. 
The library has received an endowment of $50,000 from Mr. 
Elbridge Farmer, a brother of Mrs Robbins. 

Ater. The new library building which Mr. Frederick F. Ayer gives 

. to the town of Ayer will be ready for use in a few months. It 

is built of buff Bedford limestone, on a high base of white 
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Concord granite. It covers an area of sixty-three by forty feet, 
and will provide for twenty-five thousand volumes, with a ca- 
pacity for future extension. The plans were drawn by Mr. A. 
E. Jenney, and the cost of the building will be about $37,000. 

i_ 

Blandford. Mrs. Josephine E. S. Porter of Hartford, Conn., has 
given to the town of Blandford a library building in memory of 
her son, Edgar Sheffield Porter. The building is thirty-two by 
fifty-five feet, and is built of cream-colored Blandford brick. It 
will be dedicated the coming spring. 

Bbookline. By the will of the late Hon. William Aspinwall of 
Brookline all the books in the modern languages that have 
belonged to Mr. AspinwalFs library are given to the trustees of 
the Brookline public library. 

Leicester. The late Dr. Pliny Earle bequeathed $6,000 toward 
building a library in the town of Leicester. 

MoNSON. The will of the late Sophia B. Holmes contains a bequest 
of $10,000 to the Monson free library and reading room. 

Northampton. The late Dr. Pliny Earle bequeathed $50,000 to the 
city of Northampton, to be invested and the income used to aid 
the city in defraying the current expenses of the Forbes library. 
The library also receives the bulk of his medical library, and is 
made .the residuary legatee of his estate. 

North Brookfield. Mr. Erasmus Haston offered to give outright 
to the town of North Brookfield $20,000 for a public library 
building, or $30,000 for the same purpose, provided the town 
would pay interest on the latter sum at the rate of three per 
cent, a year during his life and that of his wife. At a meeting 
of the library trustees, September 27, it was decided that tie 
$30,000 should be accepted, and $10,000 raised to buy a suitable 
site. 

Plymouth. During the year the Plymouth public library has received 
as a gift from the heirs of the late Sidney Bartlett, Esq., of Bos- 
ton (a native of Plymouth), his entire home library, consisting 
of nearly two thousand volumes, many of them finely bound. 

Shirley. The town of Shirley receives a conditional bequest of 
$3,000 under the will of Mrs. Betsey D. Hazen, for a building to 
be called the Hazen Memorial Library. The town has accepted 
the bequest, together with the proposition of Mr. Thomas L. 
Hazen to give a lot of land as a site for the building. 

Stow. The late Dr. John W. Randall, a former resident of Stow, 
indicated his intention of erecting a library building for the 
town of Stow, but died before he had embodied the intent in his 
will. His wishes have, however, been carried out by his sister, 
Miss Belinda L. Randall, and a handsome brick building, which 
will cost about $10,000, is nearly completed. 
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UxBRiDGE. The Hon. Edward C. Thayer of Keene, N. H., proposes 
to erect a $20,000 library bailding for the town of Uxbridge. 

Wetmocth. The late Mr. John S. Fogg, a banker and shoe manu- 
facturer of Weymouth, left by his will $50,000 as a trust fund 
for the establishment and maintenance of a free public library 
and reading room, or both, at Weymouth, to be called the *' Fogg 
Library." 

Whifman. The will of the late Caroline U. Whitman bequeaths 
$500 to the public library of the town of Whitman. 



LiBRABT Statistics. 

An attempt has been made to secure certain statistics bearing 
upon the growth and utility of all the free public libraries in 
the State, the results of which are appended to this report. 
Attention is especially directed to the amount appropriated by 
the several towns and to the relative circulation of books for 
home use. These figures will furnish the means for interesting 
and valuable comparisons, and should be carefully studied. 

The' Columbian Exposition. 

At the request of the Massachusetts Commissioners for 
the Columbian Exposition, a map is in course of preparation, 
upon which will be shown graphically the distribution of free 
books through the public libraries to all the people of the 
State. 

LiBRABT Commissions in Other States. 

The New Hampshire Library Commission has met with a 
brilliant success in the first year of its work, over eighty towns 
having accepted the law. An effort will be made to secure 
similar commissions in the States of Maine, Connecticut and 
Pennsylvania, during the coming year. 

Methods and Results. 

The methods pursued by the commission, in the selection and 
purchase of books, have been in accordance with the general 
outline of the detail of its work presented in the second annual 
report. Time, experience and results have proved the wisdom 
of the labor and patience which a careful study of each indi- 
vidual town renders imperative. 
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Aid roR the Towns still in Need. 

There are still, in the fifty-three towns that have no free 
public library, 73,366 persons who are without the inestimable 
privileges which the free library offers to the balance of 2,165,- 
577 which nx^,ke up the population of the State according to 
the United States census of 1890. 

While only a trifle over three and a quarter per cent, of the 
people, or doubtless less than three per cent, upon the basis of 
the population of to-day, are without free library privileges, 
yet it must be borne in mind that these people are in sparsely 
settled towns, where a library would be of the greatest value 
and utility. 

These towns are heavily burthened by taxation, and are in 
the greatest need of the aid that the State so wisely offers. 
In the past year private generosity, as heretofore, has supple- 
mented the State's liberality in the most discreet and effective 
manner. This aid has been mainly due to the effort of one 
member of the commission, and has been heartily appreciated 
by the recipients. Similar aid from a wider circle of con- 
tributors would be of untold value to the people of these still 
destitute towns, and would serve to stimulate them to the 
supreme effort which will result in placing good books freely 
within reach of every citizen of the Commonwealth. 

C. B. TILLINGHAST, 

Chairman, 

ELIZABETH P. SOHIER, 

Secretary, 

ANNA E. TICKNOR. 

SAMUEL SWETT GREEN. 

HENRY S. NOURSE. 

Boston, Jan. 20,(1893. 



/ 



APPENDIX. 



STATISTICS 



OV THS 



FEEE PUBLIC LIBRARIES 



OW 



MASSACHUSETTS. 



1891-1892. 



^0 



FREE PUBLIC LIBRABIES. 



[Jan. 



a 
a 



00 
I 

00 



I 



00 
00 

OD 

•e* 



« 



s 



^ 

^ 



JO V JS 

i ® c c 

}Z5 



•« 5 



s S k 

« 












J" dm 



goS-cSeS! 



2- gr o >» 



p T o 
o 2 S- 



S .Q • 

sggS 

M O S 




o i: M <B * 
S; o 5 •« a 

O im T3 •>* 00 






£ 



•s 



«i « 



■^JS'^ 



o 

o 
PQ 



9^ § § 









9 



.o o 



a 
o • 

= 2 

S3 «(D 

> 



at • 

1-2 8 

o ♦* ~: 

Oi * 



P 

CD 

s • 

H OB 

i 



I I I I I I I 



I I I I I I I 



S« 



^....?? 



04 



sss 
SS3 



I I I 






i' 



C4 



Ok 



9SS 



fill 



9 



S 

09 



S88 

SS3 



fill 



8 
8 



C099 wa 

fxOOO ^ 

III I 






S' 






S 8 8 

« Z! • ZI • • • ' 

s r « 

09 



3 



8 



8 



I I I I I 



88 

8S 



9S8 
SI88 



I I i 



8 

to 



888.8.. 

388 3 



8 



I i I I I I I 



I I I I I i 



S8 

8^ 

04 



•o 

«k 
CO 



I I I I I I I 



8 8 

1 I I I I _ I 



8 



888 

Moe lO 

5^8 « 



I I I I 






I I I oo S 



3 



i 



CO 



o»«^» I I I I 
eors 



o 
«o 



i§ 1 1 i§§ 



00 ri 



ai8_' 



neoQ lO 
I C40 moo 



11 oor^ 



s 



■e Aim iO 

cSmS I SI I I 



•k 

CO 



CO 

I-t 
«o 



(O 



r^ 00 O ^ eO <0 
» Vk » * * ■» * 
00 «0 Ok tC O a rH 
CJ i-i -^t C4 »H « lO 

e«iofc« e4k«co 



So <D t^ CO <0 00 I 
9 or i-i o lO '«f I 
t- eo t- 00 r- •V* I 



fH nil 1-1 04 i-i lO €4 « 



e« 



3 



00 O r-ii n 2 I I CO 

* A M I ak 

rlfH iH ^ 



a 

3 
I 

t 

p 



g 



• •* *-* .• • 



tt lg?l|S5g2 



g 

o 

O #. 

St; ^ 



I I I 00 I I I 



•ooe 04 o lo «^ 

^9 Kd o G>« ^1 
iO«a t« o ^" <D 



88 S 8S 

k«n 04 <D C4 

•eoo fi 1.^ 

04^ O -^ 



SS lO >o o eS 
o«^ ' io<oo a» 



8 8 8 

_ I I _ I I _ 



04 



8S SS8S 

n^ ^»>-f-i 04 

■e to 00 00 CO 

4l^iO 4(5 

^^^ ak flk 



S8 SSSS 



8 8 

8 8 

r? 04 



«04e<D«O04e4 

^•■*5iO»»- C4 

"*njfc-©eo» CO 

fe« i-l l-l iQ n r-i 
»-»C4 04^ r-l 



O r- fe« lO CO OO 00 
<D 04 i-« ^i^ i-l G4 



S^ 



a«D 00 r- a» 

CO ^ A (p oo 

tO'^ coo 1-1 

w of 



& ;;^ s 



t*fH I 0000 I fc- 
0»<0 O CO 



H 
H 

OB 
OB 

» 



• • • 



b.-l • :L- 




•^^ pqpQ pQ 



1893.] 



PUBLIC DOCUMENT — No. 44. 



21 



I I I I I I I 00 I I I I I I I I I I I I r4 I II 



I I I I I I 



I i I I I 





>% 

%» 




m 




u 


>k 


.o 


u 


** 


s 


z 


X> 


c 


S3 


«M 


a 


o 


« 




a 


• 






8 




to 




a 




1 




tm 




60 




a 




jq 




• 




JS* 


>» 


a 


£/ 


a 


s 


Ec 


.a 


^ 


« 




o 








J; 




« 




•M 




s 




a 




o 




•4 




*» 




9 


• 
• 


OQ 


ja 


S^ 


a 
o 


^ 


S 


H 


«a 


M 


x: 


a 


M 






■o 


0^ 


9 




"3 

a 

t-H 






I . I 



I I 






09 CtrH 




s s s sssss; 898S3S ss ;: sss . ,s:2, , 

§S SSSgS SSP®'*^ M-> t ©«« ©op'' 

00 90of 






So oooo S 



04 



«0 



*" 0495^00 S»>t«io5o S9*<i^L'-9 ooiQ^eo 
e« iMS2ao-4> eo « f-i »• M oo e« 9 ^ v-i «5 i-^c^^ 



s 

O 



to to QO O O lO "^ O 

04 02 o5 05C40 o 



S SS , SSS S8S3 

-oo e»«ooo>a«a 

So OrMO W^^t-O* 



ss 

»- 



•-< e4t-i 



I I 



S8 ,88 

t* 0401 






SI 10^040 eo oo t- 

« O * «» «k «k ~ 

C4 v^ 1-4 ^ rH »^ 



S2 a;5 

04 



S3 



3 OO eo 

■■■•«• '^'^o 's' • 

oe CO O C4 04 

i-t 1^ Or- 04 

IH ^04 



89 iss ;:8 

• • 'o,- ' ««• '^o' ' 

^ eo 9 o oo o 

OeO 04 r-io5 



s 

3 



8of 8 

•-^•i'O O 

»*-eo»-i 



I I I I I 



8 



•k ak * 

0< 004 



.8.88 



o o o o d 

to O 9 O Q 

A to t^O 



•A 

00 

04 



88 a 



2 oo«oi*>oeoaooeo->coiooe4 04i 

•O 0» lO -f 00 t- :*  oo -^ r- 04 r- O »0 00' 

1^ I rH I OD04'4^aoaOu5eO^OO^^O |fe«' 

o o »«040400aoeo o^oeo^oo ^f^ 



eoi 

004 I r.d«id I 



*98l 



SOooeo o^oeo- 
OOf-t 04 fH 



SS S S«8 -*S 



OOI 



00 

s. 



I 



^eoo coo^ooe4^oO!?Qio ot-> too eo oeoi 

8i<5o^inapooo?«-^«oo^toO oo ta O'^' 
OOO -^040 OOSoOOOOO COOOrH I fe« O » O e4 i 



^> O 04 04 i-i 04 04 CO '^ « ix « *-« CO 00 
•-1 •Ol-ieO'^ fH fH 



8* 8 •*"« 



04 O C4Q 

•k » M M 

04001-1 



CO 



§— r-o eo 

OOS 04 

oooo o I t<> 

* * * M • 

o-«eoo4 f-4 



04 o mS toS 
o -^-o ooeo^ 

•> » ib M 

eooo4 fH 



bo J 
S o 

C8 "O 

o o 

64 •< 



« 



000004 e40«>*»--^t*Hi o^•aoo<^oOl• o ot? «0'^C4 o ooo 

OrrO^eo t-iHeo99 — 0'H< ^cofl0004'iO 3: O OOr-g O -^ O — eo 

C0(0C4O04 I O^ ^a»O0«t«r-iOOOC0 coo O O 00 o ooo a» ^ooo oi 

oir^O'^ro C4aoc9t~04ot~o^'^*i>aeooeo o O40t*'^t^ooo4ao 

Soco^o 0000004 000009 ooofe^o ^ eoootoor-otix^ 

00030 Ot-O oo O •-• 04eOeQ O t«00 to ^ i-iO^Or-»oO o o 

fe^OiHCO '^ ooC »- 04 - 



eo iHio 



004 04 to 
IH 00^ 



o 

C4 



8 

m 
00 



CO tf 040000 
^eO 00 04 04 04 

»- c5 oeooo •^ 

* » • •. » » 

t- — t^ O *o «-• 
t-r- eo ^ O o 
^COOCOOlo 



a 
o 
o 



9 
CO 



a 

9 

o 
o 
o 

. C8 

S o 

a s 




I oo "Ni-iiH 
I t-»t-t>. r-o 

ifo ooni 



"3 

s: 

5 

>• .•R5^2S'«Ba .J2 2 • fl * « -2 9 ^^ ta o>»jr9«Oi»e825 

> N «a >"2'S P^ ? ^'^ 9 W.OT3 j-a «9'S Sw ^ ja*:: W « S)0 • - 1g 



H 

i 

o 

^ 

^ g o cSjS 9 



22 



FREE PUBLIC LIBRARIES. 



[Jan. 



P 

a 
'■*^ 

o 



QO 
i*s 

I 

»^ 

00 

00 

e 

00 
00 

00 

* 



ft, 



00 
00 

•** 

e 



9 
JO 



«J 



O S « 

C b 






^ s 




§ OS'S s = s 



 

I S ei 



1^ 



9 • 



o ° I- » 
g 6 =» 2 

«4 



a M 



2 . 



o*; Z^S «8o» 



i«s 



GS 
ft 

a »- 



5 o o ^ © 
O L, rt — OO 

r . ? «-> ^M -H 



«s 



hi 

o 



T3 
IS <3> 









■g^ e a 






65 





o • 

OS ^ 

> 



at 

o s 2 



g 



as 

M 

M 

o 

e 

o 
O 



o 



I I vHfH llli^llrNIIIIIIIIII 



s 






1 .^fl I I??i?i!?' 



^ C4 I I I r-t I I I I 



S8 , S S 8 

m i « S 



, ,888 88 888S8, 88 ,8 

e«clgD ^r^ t»i-i«3Di«« ooce eo 
4ifr eo 04 t^ 



S 8,8,S,8.8 

» • O lO o o 

Ok 4fr lO >0 rH O 



SOftO to eoooeOQ^ i-«Q 



04 



S S S 8 8 

^ ^ 2 S S 

10 



90 »^ O «-• 



e< 



, ,8,8, 88 ,588888 ,88 8 
8 8 89 S^i^S^S ^8 S 



•o 

CO 

oo 



So o ooo 

00 o o oo 

^ lO O O O iAO 

• C»0 Q fc-i-iO 



C4 



eo 



8 S8 

o»r» ^ o e» oo 

r^ 00 ^ ^ 



'to. 00. . .eie.o|eo o 

i 00 



88 8 



I I I I I I I I 



t I I 



8^ 



I 



00 



ta 



00 



S 8 8 

•••' o •'«•»' ^ •• ^ , eo 



to lO o 

fco 00 o 

to 'oo • ' 'o ' • 

Ok o» o 



I I 



888 
io88 



,8 , ,S8S88 , ,88 ,8 
8 89i^8^ SS 8 






04 



• !• 

to 

04 



8 8 



04 



09 



04 



OOO tO 

00 o o 
^»-^ I 

•> • * 
C4»Hg5 



«D O 

I eoo 



StO OtO 
aa Qoo 

tr-OOO " 



O < 
r- I 
I to 

W Ok M * 

lOi-i^ ^ 



CO 



ioeo 

r4 >0 
I '*'0 I 

coc^ 



o 



8 

lO 



04 lOo t— a» o 

Ok 00 o eo px CO 

Oi— O I p- I O I CO 



§^- o> t^ to 
0« 00-^04 
p- O px tO 

C4>Oi-lr-it« 



<Ol 
«D- 

I eoi 



S't! oo CO O 
04Ok Oi O 
I Ok O to OOO 

w * •• » fli 

'^ ^^ eo eo ^ 



04 
04 



I oc t- 



I «- 



C4C4 rH 



O 

to 



eooo ^ ^'oes 

Ok 0> 9 CO lO >0 O 

OOOiiO^ 1 1-^ I C0C4O 

r^of eo ta 



Ok t-i-'AOk0^aei-4n*oe4ioao>ot-«eio04 

»r . r20o5jo6«04t»oo4i4043k^r-'<*i-04«o 

to I 00 1-> t- OkOk o lO ^ «4> o iM ^t*cc 1^ Ok H* eo t- 

OO 00 C4 CO I:- O Ok i-N Ok 04 »^ ■* CO O Q r-> ^ r- 04 00 

OO »^Orj^»ot-^-eo»-'oowo4ooo«o»-okeoo 

^ eo •* » f-" f-t 04 r^ 11 ^ 04 00 ■* rH 00 iH ■<* <S 04 ^ 



Ok 

•k 

»- 



<D0DO^O0kt0t-**0 

C4oQoeooi-'<Ncogo 

OOtOTfitOiOOOOOQOOl 

«o«f->eot~OkC<04« 
eo'~''~*cooeooo»t~ 

0«'*^tOr-ieO-* 



4» "^ 



s 



O 04O 04iOe004 t-040tO acQi-i coco CO to tOOk o 
r-« t-«0>0i-lOOOa00ki0OO^>0t0(0OOt— •-• 

a» I Okak04 toio t-^04^aoooto iOio^«Dio2t* lo 

04 lO . (O f*q^ 1-1 00 

eo 




c4.-'Oioo»-t— '•—t: 
tOi—^Oktooeooeo 
eoaooc4ooooo40 

•k «k * at M » 

04 i-ir-i-«r n tg 

ii eo 



^ 

P • 

o 
O 

ti5 

H 

B C8.2 « 35 5;-r'2 c o 
6«^ E ,C K S * ® 2 



1893.] 



PUBLIC DOCUMENT — No. 44. 



23 



I I I I I I I I I t I I I 



I I I I I f I I I I I I I I iHrH I I I t I I I I 



M 



g ^ 






« 3 « 



...^ 



00 d 



©<! 



09 



s 



«o 



888,8S8.8..8,.a,8S».,S, 

coi-^tr fii-^ ^ ^ S '^ S 

CI 



oo 



e« 00 









o 



o . S . S<o . . oo 



I I _ I • 



I I 



s 



at oo W4 (D Qo 

•k 



ssss ,ss , , S ,SSS S SS 9 

r« C< CO 00 *0 



o 



oo <o C4 o» oo 
wo . t- .»-.-• . . r-o 



I I _ I 



I I 



So d» — ' oo b> t« 
e CO w^ oo 



o 



00 1^ Mri cl>-4 r-i a O 



C4 

CO 

Si 



•o 

a 
a 

ce 

o 



,,g,8.8S8,.8S 

O 9 Q 9 lO O O 

•o Q SS O ^ 5 ci 

00 ud p^ oo lO 



o 

00 



Si 



88 ^SSS88§ 8 . 8888 , ,8S , , 

_© »-0 — i^O© 2 OrHMO OW 

^ "^ fc-r-l »^ 1^ W to 0_ 



5 



8 



00 

o 



s 



00 00 ^ 



00 



8 S 

eo i-» 



eo 

s 



O 00 iO 



S8S .883 

^r t» »» O 94 O 

t- CO CQi-l - 



I* I 



8 S 

CO S 



00 



4» 



.8. 



o o «-• o 



^ 



C4 



8 ^ S 8 $ 88 h! 

CO ^ O 



8 8 83 88 
§ 8 8:3 83 

00 'O CO la 



s 

w 

C4 



88 S8 888 8 888 88 
88* 228 '^38 'S ' 'Ssa ' ' 'SS ' ' 



CO 

i 



c 

eo 

o 
•a 



9 

V 

o 



©«-) lO O •-! I 

O "M M , "^ eO< 
I e4t<- I oo I fcoi«( 

«k ak •» Mb •% 

0»~ Oft rHk> 
CO 



i-H «— "J* 

ooo 



«k 

8 

04 



raoodo©^ e ©©©©00 ©9 04 

o © lO o >o © © © OK«©©eo o© © 

04©©^Op-«-t I© |u5'<9<«©*0 I 104© 100 



04Q ©^© 

»,0 04_ 

04*0© 04 CO CO 04 1-1 00 



•o 



o« 



CO 

•k 

© 
eo 



§o 
co-^ -^ 



I SS I CO 



o© © »->■ 

t«p O ^( 

•O 04 I F" CO < 

•( * Ok 

Ok ^-^ 



0^eQe«^Seor-iooooo40 

m00rP«0OO<M00>-<©04©© 

o^eo©©o>i©©»>C404ao3 

>009©e4©>-©OC4©C030k« 

^•"■■oooi-ioQo^t— ooo 

0©tof-i0t00t-i-l0lr^^t- 

* » «. M M «ft «K 

ni-it-i M © t»eo 



8 



© 0q©©M04©904C00 O 00©©!^© 00 1- © 

pH OI S O © » © © iA eo ^ © 'N p- CO © 00 •-' «P ^ 

CO t«O'^0«t^l'>O06o^ IO It^OOOliOiO I Ife^O loo 



Or-«^i-lO ©04 



04 



©r-l 



© «o leqo •>^© © :! ©o 0400 © O'^oo "^ © » «o© o f-i lO 

'^ S © © <4< '^ t- © O CO O CO ?l 00 id 00 © O 04 © 04 O © >^ 

t- CO I CO •— t- t- r- o> «B « 04 CO ^ 00 00 i-i © 00 o © ^00 © o 



© 

© 

CO 

o 

© 



Jl» C4-I"j«01©© — ^©»-oe©-t©f-o©ao©oo»o4 

^ CO©©>0 04 90COI»0'-0 — ©l^O(Oae«OOOCOt-© 

pH 06oiO4'<t tor-l'«04 © © O04 © i-ipHf-i<4«o5o0 04 00 04 

CO " 



04 



l-l 00 



© 

© 

o 

«k 



04iHeo © 



^ 



© lO P>4 



eo 04 eoo»->co4ioO©©©>QO©©o©r«i-i©b>t«'<i( 

r" Ti .04©00©iO©©04©-tOOO«OOe5l-r-©<S»-Oi-< 

»-- o|p-©L-co©o«i'^o©04co-4'5'^^eo©oieO'<4<©t« 

O ^04 ^ ^-r-ir-1 ^ iH ^ t- 04 



o 

CO 



© 
00 

•o 



2 

A ?? 3 '» - 

•o . • o . . jbd s • • - ~ B 
ct fl«o£: "O^cs 

cici^ S 




►« 

t« 

p 

o 

o 

M • S« Je; . . .« #^ . .#, . 

£ l^lSt . . .^" . .§3fS . . -tl .U52 

-< »-S © S'S Stj P sr»!* >»2 c oJ SB S^ a S*^ .^53 

< CQl 




e 

o 



p 
o 



a 
o 

&3 



24 



FREE PUBLIC LIBRARIES. 



[Jan, 



'a 

.p 

d 

a 
o 



00 

I 

00 



09 
49 






a, 



0«9 

.2 
HO 

.*» 

55 



a 






►. • I 



»: 



O B B t^ 

£S8§ 



•r .!. • • 






C8 



® 2 • 
9 ® £ a 
-22 



a 






-c Si . 

' o £ o a s 

gH a *• — i-i 






11^ ii 




H 00 



g 



iiHiiiiiiiieiiiiiie«iiiifHiiiiii-«i 






8SSSSSSS SSS S SSSSSS^SSSSSS^SSS 

OOO^^09i-«aQ Q<^^ O Q »« O Q 00 to CO a» X» OO -<l< CO C^ CO O O 

«eO)-<r-iOl eOi-4 09 t^ eo^ri ei oo oo ri o oo o> rl o »• 



O0 «ei5^i-«oo9'«o o eoa»S«Stoooc4ao>o>oc<>o«o r><D 

OD CO 



5 f-4 lo e^ i-i ^ i^ 00 eo o iH ob fe«S> 

•k at » ak Ck «k M 



£3S i-io>o«o»»< 



SSSSSgS ,88S8 S 8888 , 8888888 ,88 

•cf 1 ^ 



09 nn 



f1 OO H OliH 



8S 3SS 88 88 8 SSSS^S^SS ^§859 

O AniH tA<0 Q rl »« Q v <b ^> lO O CM r-< '<d< CO 94 SS il 

r- <D lO S to o CO e4 ooeo-^ o» rmi 

^ »1 fH ©I 



eo . ©•* 



Son a o fieo a^Oit' acotcooeoo 

»o .« . .o .fc-H« fc-n^ oacoooeoo 

» ceooo ^'^^w•aio 

•> sk « M ah 

eo H rH fill 



S ^g 8S S 

eo iM ^ o 09 



888 888 888 , 8 8888 , ^SSS 888888 
883 S88 888 & S888 8i^8 888*^88 



p^rfooot-^^aeo-rM 1^ iaeo^i-'H>k-oo>o^toSoaocl'4« 



■g-' 



■oaegooo riOii 



s '^S'^ s 8: 



' 00 a o 



cgoeotoaotDOiin 
0404 ak^eooi'^eo 



5SPOO'^Otroe^i^5v .^ ««9See^SSooaofHiib-f-i^feC 
iO 01 n eo o 00 »• 04 04><9n ^ 11 »» to lo -^ 04 o 09 ^ « i« t-> n eo 00 a 

»i CO 04 1^ n •^04»1 r^ 



■O(0tOQe0OOCD0400iOaQ»eO9Oe'N<^^kOt^iOC0OaOiA«0O*O 

l-iQiea«reo^$ou9ao5r«9a<iQ»«9Maea^e«f-HMi«04f-4S59 
^T|it->s>ae4aa'"OOC4aofe>oo^o9o««o4i-<<«r«Doac4ao'^oto 

>-t^01^«-^(»i-;<0Qr4>Q09QeO'<i(ieia04'^O94aO04t«00^p««9 

kC>-*e^o«->o^f-i^ooio^MaeOrH^oo4t~o«ooo>oot«^a 
oiooleoa«Dt>e4>oc4o9aet'«<ooiaoi<5ooi<oio^oot>n>5oc4S 

j^o »irH eori gi i^eon aoo«oiio404eoo4 ^9**^'''°'° 



nio OI04I-IC4OI p 04««)ii 1^ a 04 04 "^ ^ eo n to eo eo 04 n «» 



to CO eo 04111 

*-04il ri 



h 

O 

M M- . . . 



1893.] 



PUBLIC DOCUMENT — No. 44. 



25 



I i •-• I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I f-i I I I I I 



n 






M 



s 

1 



SS^SSSS SS .SS8SSSSS88SSSS 









ei 



SSS8 .8^ .^S .84:885S38S?S3g 






eo 



e« 






9 






S. 88 .88888 . .88 8SSS88S88 



ss»ss; 



I I 



09 



lit ^ 1^ O09r^«9r^ t^i 



•^ «"* 






SSS8 , SS .8 , . .888828B28Sa 



8e9<d 
O iH 






« 5 






C9 



3 



S, 88, 88888, ,888888888888 
I 1^ i^ili §^^§lliS3S88 

•3 w* dm F«c« 



8 






0» 



»^ CO d c^pHdPi CO 



§ 



Sk« ixQOaOO m lO CO <P 00 9 04 e O C40 O t^Ct ^ <0 OQ 04 
weQot>c:<ceA930t«c4C4«po^^>Q^Qt>nM 

lO O p^CO S^ rSi-if-l le »^ »« t^ f-4 09 lOOt 



§3 

i 



s 



CO 



2 0B'^t-a0»-<i--C«iOe0t-»O QWdfc-COOQ'* CO*-"® 
'^ICOaOr«OCO*-ri<-«SpMu3l»Oa»i->OOC4«C4eO'<l< 
A •« OO'^fHriOtO r^etfH «Deot*eie4r^^^eO 

e^ ^ f-< iH 



9 



«k 



I I I 1 I I iH I I 



85 88 8 

8g S§ 8 



. ,8S:888,8 

9 am f-« el eo 



'•0 iH 



ODiOOdOO © 

S2Sg3 8 

leao^AcOfr* 



, ,88888 ,8 

wo 11 « 



© n ^4 ^4 © 

e o«o <D © 

*0D ^ 09 H 



8 

s 



I I I I I I I I 



, ,88888 ,8 
8i.^8S§ S 

S©©iec4 <<« 
^©»1 « 



©^ci eoco ^ 
00 eo at CO CO © 

I I k»t~t«©© I O 



t- ao«o©©aQ 

lO ^ «« o oS^ 
© I to © i-i OOI I 



CO f1 



r->d3oO«©^CO<DeO 
©<Pfrla6iN»-M'4"<4< 

^geo^io i-t 



^^ooco»ooco»-eo 
occci'OeO'riN'Neo 

coeooo-"*!©^^"*— © 

FS PH ■^ W «♦ W fc- C< 



I 

I 

o 

• J3 
S 



. Jfc» 
M 5 

ft O 





I? 

a5 



w3 

•3 



n 



3 

I 
1 



S 

CO 



60 



5 w 



1^ 

II 

^S . ^ - 

||lil^l|g1V||||l5lllll|i 



o 



a 



3 « 





o 

M 

d  -r 

S. B • • • • • 60 

Or; OS o CJ3-0 > m 

>C>fc-k08O®Oo 





8» 




•o 


• 

M 


a 


SS 


tn 


1 


o 


a 


no 


o 


•o 


■o 


c 


a 


<J 


^ 



26 



FREE PUBLIC LIBRARIES. 



[Jan, 



s 
a 

•** 
O 

O 



^^ 
I 

00 

•In* 



 mm 

I 

.*^ 
•«» 
•to 



I ^1 



a b 



g s 



S ° !: >> 
O M^ B 

OQ 






A< « c > _ « 



» C g es 



I** M s "a ■> a 08 



M 






o 



§•-2^ 

e8 






a 



o 
o 

M P 






73 



5 t* 

O 2 — «8 • 

!: o o ja s 

r® *• w =2 22 



o 3 4:J o 
m 2 ^ 






(4 
0) 

US 

D 



'O at 

^ o 

► 



a 
o • 

08 
P QB 

> 



p 9 






a o *. 
-•-;«) 



o 

&4 



P 
OQ 

a . 

H OD 



o 



llllll«-4r4|||||fHr4|«01 



« 



o Si >a ^eSSSoMtoeo •000 f-^ 9a> 



OC4 

•0 r^ < 



1 1-4 ie ri «0 »• Oft t^ <M el 04 i-l Oi- 



00 

e« 

o 

o 

4» 



lO Q tf9 lO Q 09 <<li tQ lO >0 >e lO to (P 09 



s 



C4 



9 

s 

m» 

CO 



«o 0> 



a>^'<4'oaO'-<^Q^aeMOt<>eoo*teo 



coo 04 0010 

•-'■^eooo©!' 
•-•o 1-* eo I 



>iOiA<i<*-iioaau»oo<Dt>r>ao 
'4< fc- S « i-« "^ 00 CO CD (O 



88§S8SeSS8;?SSS .8888 



ooSooDoSoSaotQi 

t^ OD OD i-H r-« i-l « CO O 0«( 
^ rl !-«« r-« 00 



!§■ 



fe« 00 OQ 



CO 

4» 



5 

O 

o 



^8 .88S .8 € 88^8 S 



00 O >Ofr« t* lO 00 



5 



-i»a» 



CI 

3 



Ok 

«k 



tr tr ^ 



:^ 



Sa» 



8S 



eoir- 

©MNiOL- _, _, 

^© "^-OOiO »-iOO lOOl'-**" 

---- '^00 t-^ t—O 

^>0 Cl(0 COOO 



00C4 r1^9 



•k 



88^^ 



oo 



8888888 



8 8 
888S8;2S ' '8 'i 

cit-eo i'^oi t- o 



8 

US 

«l 

o 

■k 



CI 0> »>94>0 

S«0 I- I- 00 

»Cl"« *■" 01 -<♦ fc- O i-i »0 t- tO b- O 00 0» 00 iH 



't«r>^OC4a>>O>OC000<DiA 

'oo^e*oeio®QONC>i-tio 

iaooooo»-'t-'^«ooo^cif-« 



l-H CO 



rH -, tOM ©!»-• 



O 

o 

5 



oo 

COO' 

'♦©coco i-^'oeC 



CI 



Si-«0 o _ _ 
lO 9 00 30 00 lO 



§oot«a>Qa»t>t« 

•<3(OOOOOiOOfco'^i-4 



00 

■k 




o 

CI 

o» 



t:'-pooeoio«Doo>oeoeoco«o<ifci^Q<o«0 
eOb>9>©ooaot-co*^coci«i'eoi<dOO<oo 
oo^-t •-^'<l^ac»Ci ooat^toOicoaoooaoio 

Vcfof-icf ^00 eo«oeo»-r'«*cioo o cf 

rH r-t iH 



o 

00 



a 
o 
Q 

I 

;z: 
P 
o 



•H I 0« I 1 I I I I I 



Si- 5 

CO*©"* 

^ o> ^ 

00 d '^ 



9 



<D lO 

CO O 

<o o <o 

00 



o o> ooo 

eo lO . . o o lO 

80S 

■^ W rH i-t 

cf 



do . 



^ • 



8 



8?S 

1-1 CO « 
00 00 o 
■^ COHIJ^ 



I I 






o> 



«0 'M O 



00 

s 

CO 



Oi 

o 



o 

o 



So '(♦" o 
o coo 



000 
000 

^fr-Ieo" 



o 

«o _ 
dO 



O fO 



l-O 



I I 



COOO d O 

d t- o CO 

CO-* d SJ 



8 



rH r-i «0 

lO i^ 



goo 00 o 

00 00 o 

gooo 00 o 

00 00 o 

^CJ^O d 00 CO 

i-« ^^ CO 



fN lO 00 
d •<» 00 

ci^oo I 

o -- •© 
d d« 



goo CO ^ 
CO ■^ d 
O d >o O I 

"^jro'efio 



00 

d 
d 



O » --I 
00 00 
d (O to I 



»Od 
Tf< 00 
00 l- 



C» 00 t- iH d rH d 



oo 



doat-ooooo^Oid 
~n-ieooo«or 



O d o 

CO d CO 



O O rH to 10 CO 



ciosd — doo-ifto^eo 
dtot-o-footoi^od 

dCOr-t-dTl<dd©0» 
ddO» 1-HrH rH CO 



S«'^-i<oor-deoip--f 
*TAAO'~^COO>00 



d dl 



O) O) O) »o o c^ o 
r^d drH ^ 



o 
o 

Jz; 



a 
ee 



a -"s 



04 



hJS 







fL,sw;:^saa}z;5z5!z;§;§g5^^^^ 



h 

p 

o »r 

g ^ . . . • 

P u- ^ 

» ^-5 ••'-^ • • • « 

H igg# b-? -u*.a 

•c)'!: 0: rt s « c« ca 3.S 



1893.] 



PUBLIC DOCUMENT— No. 44. 



27 



I I I I I I I I I I I 



I I I 1 I 



S 



I to I 



c< 



lllll»H||l-llllH 






ODO 09 QiOOkOOQ ^ ^ O 



SS 



S 






& 



S 

i 



SS8SS3,$SS8S 



*« o 



1-t CO aO (O r^^ 



9 

s 



iiii 






SSSSS^8SS88 












r 



SoSdioSSiPMOd 

ei •-« eon fi^©*^c^ 



I I I 



8 «S8 8 SS ?E 



8888 



e>« 






w mm ^ 



8 

S 



88888 , ,^8888 



M O 

- S 



s 



*i a 
• 1 



S 



•A e 00 



oe o oo Q CO ^O 
Ot- t-fc» 



t- eoo o t- e«oo 

>0 C4^ e«<0 Mil 



9 
8 



8^88 
8^ 



SP 



5""«-' 









IIII 



s 

a 



8 , 585 S88 , , 

coooei e^iOM 

»— con i-i»- 



8 S 9 S 

""3'5"8' 

^ n *• 



M..,8S.,S888 

Soft Si<^9*^ 

Ir 0»-0 n 



I I I 



noo 



e« n «o 



8 
S 



e< 



8888 



«• ^ «» 



8 
S 






,8888 ,8 888 

OOX9Q S C*Sfi 

^ n <4) iH 2» <F« o 



on It* leSo loco^^Okoon 

 "^ « Bin CMOOnn^nr^iO 



nSeiO 



s 



fe*Qfr»aQnAeQio«]ieiAa» 
«nn(De«K»C400gc«^ 





O 

IS 



. 8 

*- s 

CO « 

•g s 



SS S SS oa»<itf>peoQooao' 

«»»'* I 65'* I t^Seoit>Onot-i 

»-< WiO n© nconnooi 



3 

00 



• • » • 



3 



^S88gS!88?;8l 



C< O 00 n raaoeiOnOnT{>naOn«5i 



e»« ni-in M 



einnnoo 



00 



s 



r- •-* »-« 

©^00 04 

* •fc • * 

§nO^ 
04 



9 



Sgf8«0«P«©ni«C<©nfr- 
c4^*OOoao>Q<^aD©© 

»-treoa©ieQ^C4<Dfi© 

oco>e^iao^»oeo©«oeo 

• *•»•* • _-^ 

neo n M n • 



n«00 
k0Dt>^ 



S^t-MeOOOi-it-n 

seoe^iooe^co''*'©^ 
nn©nnfr- n K» 04 09 n "^ 



8 



04 

© 



f:SS: 

^ ©CI 



S"*^ 



8 



^©c<i©^oot-©C5tr3CS 
oeo&5c4aonaDt<*eoaO'«fe« 

» #k * » M « * ■» 

CitDnd <0 «Qn© 




O 

3 



OQ 



O 






h 

O 

o 

PS 

» 

5 a . 

8 ^ ••••§• .2 .• • 

PS a « o o 9 a m 

*^ S5-° fcz 2^2 >.o S a fl 

^•<i]<<pqaQnpQp;nQQQ 



i 



O r? 



M O 



28 



FREE PUBLIC LIBRARIES. 



[Jan. 










till 



I I I I I I 69 I I I I I I I f I I I I I I I I I I I I I 



.s 

o 



00 
I 

00 



00 

oo 

•ft 



3i 






to 
••a 

S3 



m 



« s § »^ 

w O al m 

€ s « s 









S ,SSS ,8SSSSSSSS88S8SS ,88S8S888888 

gC4^^ ooQO«<oao<DO*^Q >oiOieQ »Q oiQ so QIOC4 to<D oo 

«ft lOt*^^ fH ri eO CO ^4 O i^Mr4 r^ i^ CO t-< fh i-4 ^4 Ot »• 






a g IS 
■"O % a «• 



i^-=l^ S 8 



M 



J§i 



p 0><dfr- coo»?«^o»^aQ^e40^pt«ao oo»^QQ fe«ao99^ 

(<• to«09j coo ao<D<oo«ao^apao Q o C<9tf9C4 okiOOeo'N co><:oeo 

c] tOTjCj eoooQpcfmto eooo^ o weoeo<o '^o»-e4co fc«^«oss 

el i-M ^ ^ eldeleioel^r^ <«9 ^cieo eo i-4fH fHr-ito<o 



o 2 eS 



CO . SoS 88o»888^38o8S888o88 8888 ,88 



1H O lO »• 
g» o oi« 



;3S^88S88iSS2S S88S» 



a "S 



B 



o o 2 S 
o a g oo 

fl S o '^ 



Sufi's ^- 

a o g^*-* 



g o o ^ o 

Eh O.*' -r '^ 
ft. »t 






S-S o S S 



n 



*a 



aoeo<o.ak.a»o^t«'^o.o.a»e4o. .k~«5S.o. .^co9« 






I I 



'2 ' ' 



g « Q rH-*-! 



CO O A CO 

8 §ii 



•O O o> 



eS«-i S8 8 
r-<C«CO «r^ eoSS 04 



I I 



"^,8 



CO' 



o o >ora 



,,8,8 ,888 ,888 ,88 ,8888 , ,88 ,8888 ,88 

§^ si S § O O wS So 8 O O O OO"^ lO o e o 

.i-ie)c4ooo<«ocooi^c4So 



M r^f^i-< 



o oooco eo>oaoa«Dt«o><»c9e4o«o 'Ma»e<Deooooao Aoooeooo 
CO .^oo . oap5Doeoc4 t«e4t>i!<iQa»«Dt>« ^ 04mS o oo '^ ^ '^ o «D 90 
e> lAf-iiA ic4Hroeoe>5^'^o^'>-¥»-<«DC4^&^a»oot^co<D^c^i-f4 



'^«D<0>OC4«0(0'<4iM9^ O e« >0 fe<^ <D 



<OiOCOi-i04«D>OCO«0 
r-lM 



i '^ §5 
.o o 



el a» lAo 
09 I «-ioo 

e4 <o^eo 
oi 




1 «o o to CO o r- o 



8r-o p 
oo o 



'3 




^ 



a 
o • 

P « 
C8 ^ 
> 



iO««OOOiOO*r:4<-j'^o^-<i#eo-^aopaoco>09>QQe4eo«A^ODO<ot«^ 

•O«D>0Q0OrHa0'^e4«Dt^a0C0^<0a0iOt>Oi->aCC0-4'«l5O'^<-'OC1OO^i0 

tooo>eeoocoaooDQOt«aotot^Qe'-o><0C9e<e'ie4ioi''eooo^coQoeo<-«Q 



oo>oco^a»rHia«DOMook«ioooT|ie4St«eoe40iiac4a6ioSo»SeO'-4 



i-^ r-i t- ^ C4 r-l 1-^iH 



eiw"^ 



•O04 I-I04>-1 rl 



i-t CO^ 



o ^ 







I v4 op <D ><9 



I 04 O p O HI X3 fe<- 

• OO « 00 • " ~ " 

)000 



'^ i-iot'- 



ieo c« i-i r^ IH04I 



• 00 



pa 
B S 

«r o 



d 
o 
O 






o 

(4 

H 
H 

OQ 

H 

o 



^ 



£ o-o o • • • g 

' — ^ n PI n C ft ■< "^ ^v v.. ^ 

■SS-S-a oS fes « «8 « 
^ ^^^^ -ooo«jxS»ja*Coa 






V 



a 

* Q 

•j- 1 •or**-' 



hi 
S • P 



P'O *• . 




S p 9 . 

OD s «-> 13 

P.«iS P 



p ii^ 

2-p-p * 

0) 4a vrf a 
2: 9 s o 
ja o o fii 

ODQDCDaD 



1893.] 



PUBLIC DOCUMENT— No. 44, 



29 



I I ^eo I I 



I I I I I I I 



SSSSS^S^Sc^SS s 



oo 






00 



SSSSSSSSS888S 

i-i t-i i-t C4 eo w * « ( 



iOOO 



s 



s U 



89cooeoi««peog»tDo>oe3 
oo5ooo-«o0toc^aook-t- 



S888S8S8SSS8SS 

OeOOQOOOOi-lOQrNO 



88.8g§5;,§5§8, ,S 

;ss8 



CO 



Cf 



3 



s 



8 



t» (0900^ 'to90' 'o»io 

s s a 



S S' 



04 









ft* 



s 



§88888888 88 .8 



5882228; 



8 



C4 



8 



;& 









& 



«iO^a0(D<D 0>«D 






s 



§ejooa>oiOk>oo90^90 
^noa»*oo«eeotoe»pie4 
<Do3io^e4<Dt«e>)oO'^«oc(ioa 



S 



oo 

9 



S8S2S8SSSi§! 



t«eo«o< 



a>iQ<o^coc4ooaooAO*o<o 



•-II-I G^e^dci^ 



"=^S 






t:*Q&St-o«oeoo»c!0»s9!S 
Of-<5oo<4<So^oio«oeo« 






o 



A occ: ^ 



QQOQQQ 



5PSJ? ® og 



apQ 



P-r © 



-Co *. o " 
Wo ^ C^ «  • 



"^ -T" a* •- ^ '*' '*' S ja 






• c ™ 



aO ^ ».^ SB «D •  c 9 
. n'5 C8 « « « « 4,^ O 



Sf ^ "o 

fl ** *« 

.S 5 8 

•^ B 

•o a o 



« 

P 

♦* 

B 

o 5 



M 



U M 



« 5 - 

o « g 

^ »5 •-• 



Q 
O 

•o 






■22 



M « 

« .. 

• ei 

o P k. 

•O „ 

« A O S 

8 •^ b >^ 

a 2 "S T: 

H O « ^ 

•« • S  



5 
S 



a 
o 

• 5 
S ^ 



S o 

s s . 

£ Si's. 

n 8 '5 

4» «» £ 

O P O 

hS t-i "^J 



Ml 



FREE PUBLIC LIBRARIES. [Ji 

S " S E I 



iV.i 



I 






Ifli 



In 



M 



m 



ji^ 



Ml 



|i 



III 



1 1 s ' I s 1 1 1 



IH^PIil 



|irii|i| 



lll'lilil 



liriHIi 



IM fsiii 



il|M||S| 



ilPIHII 



|i|i 



Pill 

"S S S S! S 

|s|| 



nil 



llli 



II I 



ll}l 



lill 



IIMIIiiliiil 



illlilliPiii! 



IIPIiliHHil 



i 



" 



1893.] PUBLIC DOCUMENT — No. 44. 81 



LAWS EELATING TO THE FORMATION AND ORGAN- 
IZATION OF FREE PUBLIC LIBRARIES. 



[Acts of 1890, Chaptbh 347.] 

An Act to promote the establtshmbnt and efficiency of freb 

public libraries. 

Be it enacted, etc,, as follows: 

Section 1. The governor with the advice and consent of the 
council shall appoint five persons, residents of the Commonwealth, 
who shall constitute a board of library commisfcioners. The gov- 
ernor shall designate the chairman thereof. One member of said 
board shall be api)ointed for the term of five years, one for four years, 
one for three years, one for two years and one for one year ; and 
thereafter the term of office of the commissioners shall be five years. 
All vacancies on said board, whether occurring by expiration of term 
or otherwise, shall be tilled by the governor with the advice and con- 
sent of the council. 

Sect. 2. The librarian or trustees of any free public library may 
ask said board for advice in regard to the selection of books, the 
cataloguing of books and any other matters pertaining to the main- 
tenance or administration of the library ; and the board shall give 
such advice in regard to said matters as it shall find practicable. 
The board shall make a report of its doings to the general court in 
January of each year, and fifteen hundred copies of said report shall 
be printed as one of the public document series. 

Sect. 3. Said board is hereby authorized and directed to expend, 
upon the application of the board of library trustees of any town 
having no free public library owned and controlled by the town, a 
sum not exceeding one hundred dollars for books for any such town 
entitled to the benefits of this act ; such books to be used by said 
trustees for the purpose of establishing a free public library, and said 
commissioners shall select and purchase all books to be provided as 
aforesaid. 

Sect. 4. No town shall be entitled to the benefits of this act until 
such town has accepted the provisions hereof at a regularly called 
town meeting, and has elected a board of library trustees as provided 
in chapter three hundred and four of the acts of the year eighteen 
hundred and eighty-eight, and until said trustees shall have provided. 
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in a manner satisfactory to the board of commissioners, for the care, 
custody and distribution of the books furnished in accordance with 
this act. 

Sect. 5. Any town accepting the provisions of this act shall 
annually appropriate from the dog tax, or shall otherwise annually 
provide for the use and maintenance of its free public library, a 
sum not less than fifty dollars, if its last assessed valuation was one 
million dollars or upward, or a sum not less than twenty-five dollars 
if said valuation was less than one million and not less than two 
hundred and fiftv thousand dollars, or a sum not less than fifteen 
dollars if said valuation was less than two hundred and fiftv thou- 
sand dollars. 

Sect. 6. No member of the board of commissioners shall receive 
any compensation, but the board may expend a sum not exceeding 
five hundred dollars annually for clerical assistance and incidental 
and necessary expenses in the discharge of its duties ; and all sums 
expended under the provisions of this act shall be paid from the 
treasury after the bills therefor have been approved by the board 
and sent to the auditor of the Commonwealth, who shall certify to 
the governor and council the amount due as in case of all other bills 
and accounts approved by him under the provisions of law. 

Sect. 7. This act shall take effect upon its passage. [^Approved 
May 28, 1890. 

[Chapter 255 of the Acts of 18d2.] 

Be it enacted, etc., as follows : 

The board of library commissioners may expend the sum of one 
hundred dollars for books for the free public library of any town 
whose valuation does not exceed six hundred thousand dollars, which 
maintained a free library before the passage of chapter three hundred 
and forty- seven of the acts of the year eighteen hundred and ninety, 
and which has fully complied or hereafter fully complies with the 
provisions of said act. 

Election or Trustees and Management. 

[Acts of 1888, Chapter 304.] 

An Act concerning the election and the powers and duties 
OF trustees of free public libraries, or of free public 

LIBRARIES AND READING-ROOMS IN TOWNS. 

Be it enacted, etc., as follows: 

Section 1. Every town which raises or appropriates money for 
the support of a free public library, or free public library and reading- 
room that is owned by the town, shall at its annual meeting, or at a 
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legal town meeting appointed and notified for that purpose by the 
selectmen, elect a board of trastees, except in cases where such library 
has been or may be acquired by the town, in whole or in part, by 
some donation or bequest containing other conditions or provisions 
for the elections of its trustees or for its care and management, which 
conditions have been accepted and agreed to by vote of the town. 

Sect. 2. [As amended by chapter 112, Acts of 1889.] Said 
board of trustees shall consist of any number of persons divisible by 
three which the town may decide to elect, one-third thereof to be 
elected annually and to continue in office for three years, except that 
the town shall first elect one-third of the trustees for one year, one- 
third for two years and one-third for three years, and thereafter one- 
third the number annually for the term of three years. No person 
shall be ineligible to serve upon said board of trustees by reason of 
sex. Such board of trustees shall be elected by ballot, and shall 
organize annually by the choice of a chairman and secretary from 
their own number : provided^ any town having a free public library^ 
which has heretofore elected a board of trustees to manage the same^ 
consisting of a number divisible by three, and has heretofore elected 
annually one-third of said board for three years, may continue to 
elect annually one-third of said board, and the trustees in office shall 
hold their offices until the term for which they were elected shall 
expire, unless the town shall vote otherwise. 

Sect. 3. If any person elected a member of the board of trustees, 
after being duly notified of his election in the manner in which town 
officers are required to be notified, refuses or neglects to accept said 
office, or if any member declines further service, or from change of 
residence or otherwise, becomes unable to attend to the duties of the 
board, the remaining members shall in writing give notice of the fact 
to the selectmen of the town, and the two boards may thereupon, after 
giving public notice of at least one week, proceed to fill such vacancy 
until the next annual town meeting ; and a majority of the ballots of 
persons entitled to vote shall be necessary to an election. 

Sect. 4. The trustees so elected by the town shall have the entire 
custody and management of the library and reading-room and all 
property owned by the town relating thereto ; and all money raised 
or appropriated by the town for its support and maintenance, and all 
money or property that the town may receive by donation from any 
source, or by bequest, in behalf of said free public library and read- 
ing-room, shall be placed in the care and custody of the board of 
trustees, to be expended or retained by them for and in behalf of the 
town for the support and maintenance of its free public library and 
reading-room, in accordance with the conditions of each or any doua- 
tion or bequest accepted by the town. 
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Sect. 5. In every town which shall, by a majority of the votes 
cast at its annual town meeting or at a legal town meeting appointed 
and notified for that purpose by the selectmen, so direct, the board 
of trustees shall, in addition to the officers named in section two of 
this act, elect from among their own number a treasurer, who shall 
give a bond to the town similar to the bond given by the town treas- 
urer, for such an amount and with such sureties as may be satisfac- 
tory to the selectmen ; and until a town directs otherwise the town 
treasurer shall act as treasurer of the board of trustees. 

Sect. 6. The trustees shall make an explicit report to the town 
at each annual town meeting of all their receipts and expenditures, 
and of all the property of the town in their care and custody, includ- 
ing a statement of any unexpended balance of money they may have, 
and of any bequests or donations they may have received and are 
holding in behalf of the town, with such recommendations in 
reference to the same as they may deem necessary for the town to 
consider. 

Sect. 7. Nothing in this act shall be construed to interfere with 
library associations, nor with any library that is or may be organized 
and managed under special act of the legislature. 

Sect. 8. This act shall take eflfept upon its passage. [^Approved 
May 4, 1888. 
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SAMUEL SWETT GREEN, Worcester, 



. term expires 1898. 

. term expires 1897. 

. term expires 1896. 
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. term expires 1894. 



REPORT OF THE COMMISSION. 



To the Honorable Senate and House of Bepresentatives : 

In accordance with the provisions of section 2 of chapter 347 
of the Acts of 1890, the Free Public Library Commission here- 
with submits its fourth report. It includes a statement of the 
results accomplished during the year 1893. 

The Commission. 

The Hon. Henry S. Nourse, whose term expired Oct. 22, 
1893, has been reappointed by the Governor for the full term 
of five years, and the original organization of the Commission 
remains unchanged. Regular meetings have been held at the 
State House once each month during the year. 

Free Public Libraries established in 1893. 

Information has been received that seven towns have accepted 
the provisions of chapter 347 of the Acts of 1890 during the 
year, and under this law the following towns have been sup- 
plied with books during the year : — 



Berkley, 


Hard wick, 


HuDtington, 


Chelmsford, 


Ilawley, 


Wellfleet. 


Deerfield, 


Heath, 





The towns of Huntington, Hawley and Hard wick accepted 
the law in 1892, but did not officially notify the Commission 
that they had fully completed the necessary details until early 
in 1893. The towns of Dover and Granville have accepted the 
law, but have not yet been supplied with books, for the reason 
that in Dover a suitable room has not been provided for the 
library, and an informality in the method of choosing trustees 
remains to be remedied at the next town meeting in Granville. 
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Free public libraries which have no official connection with the 
towns have been established in Fairhaven and West Tisbury. 

It thus appears that, including the fifty-two towns recorded 
.in 1891 and 1892, the Commission has aided in establishing 
sixty free public libraries under this law, and two others will 
soon be added to the list. 



Towns classified as to Libraries. 

The following classification of the towns, revised to date, 
shows the free library facilities they now enjoy : — 





Class 1. 




Ibfvns which have libraries owned and controlled by the town, c 




circulation to all the people. 


Abington, 


Burlington, 


Fitchburg, 


Adams, 


Cambridge, 


Foxborough, 


Agawam, 


Canton, 


Framingham, 


Alford, 


Carlisle, 


Freetown, 


Andover, 


Charleuiont, 


Gill, 


Arlington, 


Charlton, 


Goshen, 


Ashburnham, 


Chatham, 


Gosnold, 


Ashby, 


Chelmsford, 


Gran by, 


Ashland, 


Chelsea, 


Greenfield, 


Athol, 


Chesterfield, 


Greenwich, 


Attleboroug^h, 


Chicopee, 


Groton, 


Auburn, 


Chilmark, 


Groveland, 


Avon, 


Clinton, 


Halifax, 


Ayer, 


Cohasset, 


Hamilton, 


Belmont, 


Colrain, 


Hampden, 


Berkley, 


Dalton, 


Hanover, 


Berlin, 


Dana, 


Hardwick, 


Beverly, 


Dedham, 


Harvard, 


Blackstone, 


Deerfield, 


Hatfield, 


Blandford, 


Douglas, 


Hawley, 


Bolton, 


Dunstable, 


Heath, 


Boston, 


East Bridgewater, 


Hoi brook, 


Bourne, 


Eastham, 


Holden, 


Boxborough, 


Edgartown, 


Holland, 


Boylston, 


Egremont, 


Holliston, 


Bridgewater, 


Erving, 


Hopedale, 


BrimfiQld, 


Essex, 


Hubbardston, 


Brockton, 


Everett, 


Hudson, 


Brookfield, 


Fall River, 


Hull, 


Brookline, 


Falmouth, 


Huntington, 
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Hyde Park, 

Lancaster, 

Lanesborough, 

Leicester, 

Leominster, 

Leverett, 

Ley den, 

Lowell, 

Ludlow, 

Lunenburg, 

Lynn, 

Lynnfield, 

Manchester, 

Mansfield, 

Marblehead, 

Marlborough, 

Mashpee, 

Mattapoisett, 

Maynard, 

Medfield, 

Medford, 

Medway, 

Melrose, 

Mendon, 

Merrimac, 

Middleborough, 

Middlefield, 

Middleton, 

Milford, 

Millbury, 

Millis, 

Milton, 

Montague, 

Monterey, 

Mount Washington, 

Nahant, 

Natick, 

Needham, 

New Ashford, 

New Bedford, 

New Braintree, 

Newburyport, 

New Salem, 

Newton, 

Norfolk, 

North Adams, 

Northampton, 

North Andover, 



North Attleborough, 

Northborough, 

North Brookfield, 

Northfield, 

North Reading, 

Norwood, 

Oakham, 

Orange, 

Orleans, 

Otis, 

Oxford, 

Paxton, 

Peabody, 

Pelham, 

Pepperell, 

Peru, 

Phillipston, 

Plainfield, 

Plymouth, 

Plympton, 

Prescott, 

Provincetown, 

Quincy, 

Reading, 

Revere, 

Richmond, 

Rochester, 

Rockland, 

Rockport, 

Rowe, 

Rowley, 

Royalston, 

Rutland, 

Sandwich, 

Saugus, 

Savoy, 

Sharon, 

Sheffield, 

Shelburne, 

Sherborn, 

Shirley, 

Shrewsbury, 

Somerville, 

Southborough, 

South bridge, 

Southwick, 

Spencer, 

Sterling, 



Stoneham, 

Stoughton, 

Sturbridge, 

Sudbury, 

Sunderland, 

Sutton, 

Swampscott, 

Taunton, 

Templeton, 

Tewksbury, 

Tolland, 

Topsfield, 

Townsend, 

Tyngsborough, 

Tyringham, 

Upton, 

Uxbridge, 

Wakefield, 

Walpole, 

Waltham, 

Warwick, 

Watertown, 

Wayland, 

Webster, 

Wellfleet, 

Wenham, 

Westborough, 

West Boylston, 

West BridgewateFy 

West Brookfield, 

Westford, 

Westminster, 

Weston, 

Westport, 

West Springfield, 

West Stockbridge, 

Weymouth, 

Whately, 

Whitman, 

Wilbraham, 

Williamstown, 

Wilmington, 

Winchendon, 

Winchester, 

Windsor, 

Winthrop, 

Worcester, 

Wrentham. — 234. 



s 
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Class 2. 

Totons which have free libraries ifi which the town has some representation 

in the management 



Acton, 

Amesbury, 

8arre, 

Bedford, 

JBelchertown, 

Bemardston, 

Bradford, 

Braiatree, 

Concord, 

Cummington, 

Danvers, 

Class 3. 

JTowns in which there are libraries to which the town appropriates money, 

btU is not represented in the management. 



Easthampton, 

£nfield, 

Franklin, 

Georgetown, 

Grafton, 

Haverhill, 

Hingham, 

Holyoke, 

Lawrence, 

Lexington, 



Lincoln, 

Littleton, 

Maiden, 

Norton, 

Petersham, 

Randolph, 

Salem, 

Springfield, 

WaiTen, 

Woburn. — 3L 



Amherst, 


Lee, 


Princeton, 


Ashfield, 


Lenox, 


Southampton, 


Boxford, 


Monson, 


Stockbridge, 


Cottage City, 


Northbridge, 


Wellesley, 


Duxbury, 


Palmer, 


Westfield, 


Gardner, 


Pembroke, 


Westhampton, 


'Great Harrington, 


Pittsfield, 


Worthington. — 22. 


Hinsdale, 


• 





Class 4. 

T'owns in which there are free libraries which have no connection with the 

town. 
Barnstable, Harwich, 

Becket, Hopkinton, 

Bilierioa, Ipswich, 

Buckland, Kingston, 

£aston, Marion, 

Fairhaven, Methuen, 

<7loucester, Raynham, 



Rehoboth, 
Scituate, 
Ware, 
Wareham, 
West Tisbuiy, 
Yarmouth. — 20 



Class 5. 

Towns which have libraries owned by the town^ but which charge a fee, 

Omway. — 1. 

Class 6. 

Towns having no free library. 

Acushnet, Chester, Dover, 

Bellingham, Clarksburg, Dracut, 

Brewster, Dartmouth, Dudley, 

Carver, Dennis, Florida, 

Cheshire, Dighton, Gay Head, 
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Granville, 

Hadley, 

Hancock, 

Hanson, 

Lakeville, 

Longmeadow, 

Marsh field, 

Monroe, 

Montgomery, 

Nantucket, 



Newbury, 

New Marlborough, 

Nor well, 

Russell, 

Salisbury, 

Sandisfield, 

Seekonk, 

Shutesbury, 

Somerset, 

South Hadley, 



Stow, 

Swansea, 

Tisbury, 

Truro, 

Wales, 

Washington, 

Wendell, 

West Newbury, 

Williamsburg. — 44. 



It appears from the above classification that of the 352 towns 
and cities in the State, 234 contain free public libraries that are 
entirely under municipal control ; 31 contain libraries the use 
of which is entirely free, and in the management of which the 
municipality is in some form represented ; 22 contain libraries 
to which the town or city appropriates money, but over which 
it has no control. Most of these libraries are free for circula- 
tion, but a few are free only for reference. Twenty towns con- 
tain free public libraries that are supported entirely by private 
benefaction, and with which the municipality has no official con- 
nection ; one has a library which is owned and controlled by the 
town, but is not free, a small fee being charged the citizens for 
the use of the books ; and 44 towns have no public library, 
though in a few of this class small association libraries exist. 
. All the towns in the State, except those enumerated in Class 
1, seem to be entitled to the benefit of the State appropriation, 
if they will establish free town libraries under full municipal 
control. 

Aid to Towns having Libraries. 

Under the law of 1892, which authorized the Commission to 
furnish $100 worth of books to any town whose valuation does 
not exceed $600,000 which maintained a free library before the 
law of 1890 went into effect, books have been supplied to nine- 
teen towns, as follows : — 



Ashby, 


Lanesborough, 


Sunderland, 


Auburn, 


Middlefield, 


Tyngsborough, 


Bolton, 


New Braintree, 


Warwick, 


Dunstable, 


New Salem, 


Wenham, 


Easthaui, 


Orleans, 


Whately. 19. 


Erving, 


Rochester, 




Gill, 


Rutland, 
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The following towns are still entitled to the benefit of this 
law: — 



Boylston, 


Halifax, 


North Reading, 


Brimfield, 


Mendon, 


Paxton, 


Barlington, 


Middleton, 


Phillipston, 


Carlisle, 


Millis, 


Rowe, 


Chesterfield, 


Norfolk, 


Royalston. — 15 



Library Map. 

Accompanying this report is a reduced copy of the map pre- 
pared for the World's Columbian Exposition at Chicago, show- 
ing at a glance which of the towns in the State have free public 
libraries and the number of volumes in each library at the be- 
ginning of the year 1893, when the map was prepared. It must 
be borne in mind that in the making of this map, and in all the 
statistics prepared or published by this Commission, reference 
is only made to libraries in which all the people have rights 
and privileges without the payment of any fee. 

Sites for Public Library Buildings. 

The Commission recommends the passage of a law whereby 
the superiority or dominion of the sovereign power over all the 
property within the State, by which it is entitled to appropriate, 
by constitutional agency, any part necessary to the public good, 
shall be extended so that towns and cities may take land for 
building sites fop free public libraries in the same manner 
that land may be taken under existing laws for the purposes of 
school buildings. 

Libraries and Schools. 

Town libraries have been urged by the Free Public Library 
Commission to make as exhaustive collections as possible of 
matter of local historical or geographical interest. They have 
been advised to save carefully copies of all printed reports and 
other documents issued by the municipalities, histories and 
other books relating to the towns, pamphlets of local inter- 
est, manuscripts containing biographical or historical material 
regarding persons, houses or localities, maps and plans, and 
everything regarding or representing the literary, scientific or 
other work of present or former residents. 
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The Commission now suggests that an excellent way of bring- 
ing about the close connection between libraries and schools, 
which is generally conceded to be desirable, would be to utilize 
the collections, when made, in promoting a spirit of investiga- 
tion among teachers and scholars, and awakening an interest 
in history. The teacher of a school would have, in the first 
place, to become acquainted with the materials at command. 
She should then excite an interest by describing some exciting 
or pleasant incident in the history of the town or by reading 
some well-written passage from a pamphlet, book, or manu- 
script. Chapters in local history might sometimes be used in 
the place of reading-books by pupils, in class work. When 
interest has been aroused set the children at work using ma- 
terial at hand, old newspapers, books, pamphlets, etc., to make 
investigations regarding things that have occurred in the place. 
Let them, when ready, give an account of the results of their 
inquiries, either by word of mouth or in the form of a written 
composition. Afterwards connect the doings of the towns in 
which the boys and girls live with those of neighboring or largier 
places and with the State and country. Places on the sea-coast 
could awaken interest in connection with foreign countries. 

By studying, and making plans and maps, children may be 
excited to take a lively interest in the geography of the towns 
they live in, and by being led to see, by means of books used 
by themselves, or for them by teachers, and by excursions, the 
topographical and physical features of those towns, may have 
started in them the knowledge of the resources of the places and 
an interest in thinking about the connections of their parts, their 
relations to other towns and their facilities and prospects. By a 
judicious use of books from libraries, relating to local matters, 
important moral lessons may often be drawn in such a way as 
to become impressive to children and remain in their memories. 
Great good is done when a young person has become interested 
in making investigations. Let teachers, then, use library 
books in inciting pupils to make local and wider historical and 
geographical researches, and in this way try to start in them a 
taste for historical and other research and the habit of learn- 
ing the meaning of the events of history and the actions of 
great men. 
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Gifts and New Buildings. 

The following gifts to libraries have come to the notice of 
the Commission during the year : — 

Amherst. A new library building was dedicated at North Amherst 
September 20. It is a wooden building thirty-six feet long and 
twenty-five feet wide, with a slate roof. It cost about $2,500, 
the expense being partially defrayed by the following gifts: 
Mrs. Ellen E. Fisher, $700 ; Rufus B. Kellogg Fund, $150 ; Wal- 
ter D. Cowles, $150 ; town of Amherst, $500 ; gifts from other 
sources, $200. 

Ayeb. The building erected by Mr. Frederick F. Ayer of New 
York for the public library of the town of Ayer has been com- 
pleted, and will be open for use early in the year. It is built 
of Indiana limestone, sixty- three by forty feet, and has accom- 
modations for twenty-five thousand volumes. The entire cost 
of the building and its fittings has been about fifty thousand 
dollars. 

Barre. The late Dr. Lucius T. Billings of Barre bequeathed $1,000 
to the Barre Library Association and also made the Association 
his residuary legatee. 

Boston. Mr. W. C. Todd of Atkinson, N. H., has given the Boston 
Public Library $50,000, to be so invested as to insure a perma- 
nent annual income of $2,000, to be devoted to maintaining a 
newspaper reading room in which newspapers representing every 
large city in the world shall be kept on file. 

Charlemont. Mr. E. R. Goodnow of Charlemont gave $8,000 to the 
town of Charlemont to build a town hall and library building, 
upon condition that the town should pay to him and his wife, as 
long as either should live, interest at the rate of five per cent, on 
the amount. The town accepted the offer and a neat building of 
brick with brown stone trimmings has been completed. The 
cost was about $11,000, the balance having been raised by sub- 
scription. 

D ALTON. The Crane town hall and library building at Dal ton was 
dedicated February 6. It is built of brick and Longmeadow 
stone, and is the gift of the members of the Crane family, who 
are natives of the town. It provides ample accommodation for 
the library and for the town business. Thomas G. Carson of 
Boston, formerly a paper manufacturer in the town, has given 
the library $1,000 for the purchase of books. 

Fairhaven. Mr. Henry H. Rogers has presented to the town of 
Fairhaven one of the finest library buildings in the State, which 
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was dedicated January 30 as a memorial to his daughter, Miss 
Millicent Rogers, who died at Fairhaven in 1890. The structure 
is of granite ; the design is very artistic and it is finished and 
furnished in the best taste. It cost about $75,000 and will 
accommodate about sixteen thousand volumes. The donor has 
provided a fund of $100,000, which is held in trust by the State 
to provide for the expense of the library in perpetuity. 

Gardner. Mrs. Alvin M. Greenwood has, in addition to her previ- 
ous large gifts, presented $1,000 for the purchase of new books 
to the Levi Heywood Memorial Library at Gardner. 

Gloucester. The contest over the will of the late Samuel E. Sawyer 
having been settled, the library will receive the large bequest in- 
tended for it, amounting to about $120,000. 

Groton. The new public library building at Groton was dedicated 
May 18. It is built of brick, in the colonial style, and cost $27,- 
000, of which $12,000 was the gift of Mrs. Charlotte Langdon 
Sibley, the widow of John Langdon Sibley, for many years libra- 
rian of Harvard College. It has capacity for about twenty-five 
thousand volumes. 

Hampden. The late Lucetta Hewlett left by will a sum which is to 
be placed at interest until it shall amount to $10,000, when it is 
to be used for the erection of a library building. 

Hanson. The Wampotuck Library Association dedicated a new 
library building, which cost $6,000, at South Hanson, Novem- 
ber 21. 

Hard WICK. The late Dr. Lucius F. Billings of Barre bequeathed 
$1,000 to the town of Hard wick for a public library fund. 

Haverhill. The late Hon. James H. Carleton left by his will $15,- 
000 to the Haverhill public library. 

Leominster. The late Hon. Alvah A. Burrage of Boston bequeathed 
$5,000 to the Leominster public library. 

Lynn. The will of Mrs. Elizabeth Shute gives $100,000 to the city 
of Lynn for a new public library building, as a memorial to her 
husband, and makes the library the residuary legatee of her 
estate. The late E. H. Ashcroft of Lynn bequeathed $1,000 to 
the library. 

Melrose. The late William Bailey of Melrose bequeathed two shares 
of his estate, which will be worth at least $1,000 each, to the 
free public library at Melrose. 

Nahant. The town of Nahant is erecting a new building for its 
public library, and appropriated $8,250 for the purchase of the 
lot and $40,000 for the erection of the building. 

New Braintree. The new town hall, which was dedicated at New 
Braintree September 12, contains rooms for the accommodation 
of the library, with shelving for five thousand volumes. 
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Newburtport. Mr. William C. Todd, a native of Newburyport, 
who some time ago set apart $7,500, the income to be ased in 
the parehase of magazines, papers, etc., for the reading room of 
the public library of Newburyport, has signified his intention of 
increasing the amount to $10,000 and paying the money over to 
the city, the income to be used as heretofore. 

North Attleborough. Mrs. John A. Tweedy and Edmund Ira 
Richards of New York and Miss Hattie T. Richards of North 
Attleborough have purchased the site and will erect a $25,000 
free public library building thereon, as a memorial to their 
parents, the late Edmund Ira and Lucy M. Richards. 

RocKPORT. The contested will of Mr. Samuel E. Sawyer having 
been declared valid, the Rockport public library will receive 
$4,000. 

Rowley. The late J. Henry Stickney of Baltimore bequeathed $2,000 
to the free public library of Rowley. 

Salem. The Hon. A. A. Low of Brooklyn, N. Y., presented $500 
to the Salem public library, to be invested in books. The late 
Dr. Henry Wheatland, for many years president of the Essex 
Institute, bequeathed to that institution his entire library as a 
reference library, and the sum of $15,000, to be invested until a 
fund of $25,000 is accumulated, when the income is to be used 
for the care and preservation and increase of the library. 

SciTUATE. Mr. Silas Pierce has erected a building for the Associa- 
tion Library at North Scituate. It cost about $5,000 and is 
erected as a memorial to Mrs. Pierce. 

SouTHWiCK. The town has appropriated $1,500 for a library 
building. 

Springfield. The late Horace Smith of Springfield bequeathed 
$50,000 to the Springfield Library Association. 

Stow. The Randall Memorial Library Building at Stow has been 
completed. It is constructed of brick, after a neat design, in 
which beauty and utility are combined, and cost about $12,000. 
The balance of the gift of $25,000 will be used to purchase the 
books and provide for the future needs of the library. The gift 
is made by Miss Belinda Lull Randall, from the estate of her 
brother, the late Dr. John Witt Randall. The sister carries 
out Dr. Randall's wish, though it was not contained in his 
will. 

UxBRiDGE. The town has voted to accept the gift of a $25,000 
library building, which is to be built within two years by Mr. E. 
C. Thayer of Keene, N. H., in memory of his parents, and to be 
called the Thayer Memorial Library Building. Mr. Thayer also 
proposes to give the town $5,000 in trust, the income to be used 
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for the purchase of books. Mr. Moses Taft bequeathed $1,000 
to the library. 

Warwick. Mrs. Mary J. Draper has increased the fund left by her 
husband to $500, the income of which is to be devoted to the 
purchase of agricultural and biographical books. 

West Brookfield. The late J. Henry Stickney of Baltimore be- 
queathed $4,500 to the public library at West Brookfield. 

Towns without Libraries. 

The forty-four towns thut still are without free public libra- 
ries contain an aggregate population of 60,929, according to 
the census of 1890, or less than 2| per cent, of the entire 
population. Thirty-six of them have a population of less than 
2,000, and seventeen of them a population of less than 1,000 
each. One town each is in Hampshire, Nantucket and Worces- 
ter counties, two each in Dukes, Middlesex and Norfolk, three 
each in Barnstable, Essex and Franklin, five in Plymouth, six 
in Bristol, seven in Berkshire and eight in Hampden. 

Over a half million of dollars has been given by individuals 
for the purchase of books and the erection of library buildings 
in this Commonwealth during the past year. 

The advice of the Commission has been sought by trustees 
and librarians upon the establishment of branch libraries and 
depositories, upon the most practicable methods of rendering the 
libraries serviceable to the schools and upon simple and eco- 
nomical methods of administration. The nature of the in- 
quiries indicates the purpose of those who have the care of our 
free public libraries to so administer them that their privileges 
shall be most easily available to the largest number of the 
people. 

C. B. TILLINGHAST, 

Chairman. 
ELIZABETH P. SOHIER, 

Secretary. 
HENRY S. NOURSE, 
ANNA E. TICKNOR, 
SAMUEL SWETT GREEN, 

Commissioners. 
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Office of the Sbcrbtabt, Boston, Jan. 30, 1896. 

Hon. George y. L. Meter, Speaker, House of Representatives, 

Sir: — I have the honor to transmit herewith, for the use 
of the Legislature, the fifth report of the Free Public Library 
Commission of Massachusetts. 



Very respectfully, 



WM. M. OLIN, 

Secretary, 



MEMBERS OF THE COMMISSION. 



SAMUEL SWETT GREEN, Worcester, 
HENRY S. NOURSE, Lancaster, . 
Miss E. P. SOHIER, Secretary, Beverly, 
Miss ANNA E. TICKNOR, Boston, . 
C. B. TILLINGHAST, Chairman, Boston, 



term expires 1899. 
term expires 1898. 
term expires 1897. 
term expires 1896. 
term expires 1895. 



EEPORT OP THE COMMISSION. 



To the Honorable Senate and House of Representatives. 

The fifth report of the Free Public Library Commission, 
which was established by chapter 347 of the Acts of 1890, 
covers the results of its work during the year 1894, the fourth 
year of its existence. 

The methods it has pursued have been substantially the same 
as in previous years, the details of which have been fully given 
in previous reports. Experience has demonstrated the wisdom 
of the general system upon which the commission began its 
labors, and strengthened the conviction that patient attention 
to the conditions and necessities of individual localties is more 
judicious and effective than any set method or mechanical plan. 

Since the appointment of the commission free public libraries 
have been established in seventy of the towns that were with- 
out free libraries in 1890, and books have been supplied to 
twenty-five towns under the provisions of chapter 255 of the 
Acts of 1892. 

The Commission. 

Mr. Samuel Swett Green, whose term expired in October, 
1894, has been re-appointed by the governor, and the member- 
ship and organization of the commission remains as it was 
originally constituted. Regular meetings have been held on 
the third Thursday of each month in the year. 

New Free Public Libraries in 1894. 

Thirteen towns have accepted the provisions of chapter 347 
of the Acts of 1890, and been supplied with books by the com- 
mission during the year, as follows : — 



Bellinghani, 


Florida, 


Shutesbury, 


Chester, 


Granville, 


Truro, 


Conway, 


Hancock, 


Wendell, 


Dighton, 


Monroe, 


West Newbury. 


Dover, 
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The town of Sandisfield has also accepted the act, but 
not yet been supplied with books, for the reason of informality 
in compliance with some of the provisions of the law. A free 
public library has been established in the town of Stow with- 
out aid from the commission. 



Towns classified as to Libraries. 

The following classification of the towns, revised to date, 
shows the free library facilities they now enjoy : — 



Class I. 

Towns which have libraries owned and controlled by the town, and free for 

f circulcUion to all the people. 



Abington, 

Adams, 

Agawam, 

Alford, 

Andover, 

Arlington, 

Ashbumham, 

Ash by, 

Ashland, 

Atbol, 

Attleborougb, 

Auburn, 

Avon, 

Bellingham, 

Belmont, 

Berkley, 

Berlin, 

Beverly, 

Blaekstone, 

Blandford, 

Bolton, 

Boston, 

Bourne, 

Box borough, 

Boylston, 

Bridgewater, 

Brimfield, 

Brockton, 

Brookfield, 

Brookline, 

Burlington, 

Cambridge, 

Canton, 



Carlisle, 

Cbarleniont, 

Charlton, 

Chatham, 

Chelmsford, 

Chelsea, 

Chester, 

Chesterfield, 

Chlcopee, 

Chilmark, 

Clinton, 

Cohasset, 

Colrain, 

Conway, 

Dal ton, 

Dana, 

Dedham, 

Deerfield, 

Dighton, 

Douglas, 

Dover, 

Dunstable, 

East Bridgewater, 

Easthani, 

Edgartown, 

Egremont, 

Erving, 

Essex, 

Everett. 

Fall River, 

Falmouth, 

Fitch burg, 

Florida, 



Foxborough, 

Framingbam, 

Freetown, 

GUI, 

Goshen, 

Gosnold, 

Gran by, 

Granville, 

Greenfield, 

Greenwich, 

Groton, 

Groveland, 

Halifax, 

Hamilton, 

Hampden, 

Hancock, 

Hanover, 

Hardwick, 

Harvard, 

Hatfield, 

Hawley, 

Heath, 

Hoi brook. 

Hoi den, 

Holland, 

Holliston, 

Hopedale, 

Habbardston, 

Hudson, 

Hull, 

Huntington, 

Hyde Park, 
Lancaster, 
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Lanesborough, 

Leicester, 

Leominster, 

Leverett, 

LeydeD, 

Lowell, 

Ludlow, 

Lunenburg, 

Lynn, 

Lynn field, 

Manchester, 

Mansfield, 

Marblehead, 

Marlborough, 

Mashpee, 

Mattapoisett, 

Maynard, 

Medfield, 

Medford, 

Medway, 

Melrose, 

Mendon, 

Merrimac, 

Middleborough,« 

Middlefield, 

Middleton, 

Milford, 

Millbury, 

Millis, 

Milton, 

Monroe, 

Montague, 

Monterey, 

Mount Washington, 

^ahant, 

Natick, 

Needham, 

New Ash ford. 

New Bedford, 

New Braintree, 

Newburyport, 

New Salem, 

Newton, 

Norfolk, 

North Adams, 

Northampton, 

North Andover, 

North Attleborough, 

Northborough, 

North Brookfield, 



Northfield, 

North Reading, 

Norwood, 

Oakham, 

Orange, 

Orleans, 

Otis, 

Oxford, 

Faxton, 

Peabody, 

Pel ham, 

Pepperell, 

Peru, 

Phillipston, 

Plainfield, 

Plymouth, 

Plympton, 

Prescott, 

Provincetown, 

Quincy, 

Heading, 

Revere, 

Richmond, 

Rochester, 

Rockland, 

Rockport, 

Rowe, 

Rowley, 

Royalston, 

Rutland, 

Sandwich, 

Saugus, 

Savoy, 

Sharon, 

Sheffield, 

Shelburne, 

Sherbom, 

Shirley, 

Shrewsbury, 

Shutesbuiy, 

Somerville, 

Southborough, 

Southbridge, 

Southwick, 

Spencer, 

Sterling, 

Stoneham, 

Stoughton, 

Stow, 

Sturbridge, 



Sudbury, 

Sunderland, 

Sutton, 

Swampscott, 

Taunton, 

Templeton, 

Tewksbury, 

Tolland, 

Topsfield, 

Townsend, 

Truro, 

Tyngsborough, 

Tyringham, 

Upton, 

Uxbridge, 

Wakefield, 

Walpole, 

Waltham, 

Warwick, 

Watertown, 

Wayland, 

Webster, 

Wellfleet, 

Wendell, 

Wenham, 

Westborough, 

West Boylston, 

West Bridgewater, 

West Brookfield, 

Westford, 

Westminster, 

West Newbury, 

Weston, 

Westport, 

West Springfield, 

West Stock bridge, 

Weymouth, 

Whately, 

Whitman, 

Wilbraham, 

Williamstown, 

Wilmington. 

Winchendon, 

Winchester, 

Windsor, 

Winthrop, 

Worcester, 

Wrentham. — 247. 
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Class 2. 

Towfis which have free libraries in which the town has some representation 



Acton, 

Ayer, 

Amesbury, 

Barre, 

Bedford, 

Belchertown, 

BernardstoD, 

Bradford, 

Brainti'ee, 

Concord, 

Cummington, 



in the management, 

Danvers, 

Easthampton, 

Enfield, 

Franklin, 

Georgetown, 

Grafton, 

Haverhill, 

HinghanQ, 

Holyoke, 

Lawrence, 

Lexington, 



Lincoln, 

Littleton, 

Maiden, 

Norton, 

Petersham, 

Randolph, 

Salem, 

Springfield, 

M'arren, 

Woburn. — 32. 



Class 3. 

Towns in which there are libraries to which the town appropriates money^ 

but is not represented in the management. 



Amherst, 


Lee, 




Princeton, 


Ashfield, 


Lenox, 




Southampton, 


Boxford, 


Monson, 




Stockbridge, 


Cottage City, 


Northbridge, 




Wellesley, 


Duxbury, 


Palmer, 




Westfield, 


Gardner, 


Pembroke, 




*\Vesthampton, 


Great Barnngton, 


IMttsfield, 




Worthiiigton. — 22. 


Hinsdale, 


Class 4. 






Towns in which there are 


free libraries which have 


no connection with the 




town. 






Barnstable, 


Harwich, 




Rehoboth, 


Becket, 


Hopkinton, 




Scituate, 


Bill erica, 


Ipswich, 




Ware, 


Buckland, 


Kingston, 




Wareham, 


Easton, 


Marion, 




West Tisbnry, 


Fairhaven, 


Methuen, 




Yarmouth.— 20. 


Gloucester, 


Kaynham, 
Class 5. 






Towns having no free 


library. 


- 


Acushnet, 


Hadley, 




Salisbury, 


Brewster, 


Hanson, 




Sandisfield, 


Carver, 


Lakeville, 




Seekonk, 


Cheshire, 


Lon ^meadow. 




Somerset, 


Clarksburg, 


Marsh field. 




South Hadley, 


Dartmouth, 


Montgomery, 




Swansea, 


Dennis, 


Nantucket, 




Tisbury, 


Dracut, 


Newbury, 




Wales, 


Dudley, 


New Marlborough, 


Washington, 


East Longmeadow, 


Norwell, 




Williamsburg.— 32. 


Gay Head, 


Russell, 
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It appears from the above classification that of the 353 towns 
and cities in the State 247 contain free public libraries that are 
entirely. under municipal control ; 32 contain libraries the use 
of which is entirely free, and in the management of which the 
municipality is in some form represented ; 22 contain libraries 
to which the town or city appropriates money, but over which 
it has no control. Most of these libraries are free for circula- 
tion, but a few are free only for reference. Twenty towns con- 
tain free public libraries that are supported entirely by private 
benefaction, and with which the municipality has no official 
connection ; and 32 towns have no public library, though in a 
few of this class small association libraries exist. 

Towns entitled to the Benefit of the Law. 

All the towns not included in Class 1, or 106 towns in all, 
are still entitled to the benefit of the State appropriation if 
they will establish free town libraries under full municipal con- 
trol. All but 32 of these towns already contain free libraries 
or libraries in which the public has free rights or privileges. 
It is a matter for the careful consideration of the inhabitants 
of the towns included in classes two, three and four, more 
especially the smaller towns, whether it would not be wise for 
them to make their libraries town libraries, under the control 
of trustees chosen by vote of the town, in. the same manner as 
committees are chosen for the control of the public schools. 
Any town making this change will be entitled to receive one 
hundred dollars' worth of books from the commission. 

Aid to Towns having Libraries. 

Under the provisions of chapter 355 of the Acts of 1892, 
which authorized the commission to furnish one hundred dol- 
lars' worth of books to any town whose valuation does not 
exceed $600,000, and which maintained a free public library 
before the law of 1890 went into effect, books have been sup- 
plied during the year to five towns, as follows : — 

Burlington, Millis, Rowe. — 6. 

Chesterfield, Paxton, 

The towns of Boylston and Carlis^le have accepted the act, 
but have not yet been supplied with books, on account of 
informality in their application. 
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The following towns are still entitled to the benefit of this 
law : — 

Brimfield, MiddletOD, Phillipston, 

Halifax, Norfolk, Rojalslon. — 8. 

MendoD, North Reading, 

Gifts and New Buildings. 

The following gifts and other matters of interest relative to 
libraries have come to the notice of the commission during the 
year : — 

Ada^is. With the co-operation of the town certain public-spirited 
citizens will erect a building;: to cost about $40,000, for the use 
of the public library and the Grand Army. It is to be built of 
buff brick, with terra cotta trioamings. 

Ater. The new building given to the town of Ayer by Mr. F. F. 
Ayer of New York was dedicated June 15. 

BoxFORD. The will of the late Charles Herrick of Tops field be- 
queathed $200 to the Boxford public library, the interest to he 
expended for books. 

Bradford. The late J. L. Woods of Cleveland, O., left $15,000 
for a building for the public library of Bradford, which will soon 
be erected. 

Cambridge. The Cambridge public library has received 110 vol- 
umes and $390 from the estate of the late E. W. Gurney. 

Carlisle. Mrs. Joanna Gleason of Sudbury, a native of Carlisle, 
has provided $6,000 for a library building in Carlisle. 

Chelmsford. Mr. Amos F. Adams has begun the erection of a 
library building for the town of Chelmsford, which will cost 
$25,000 or $30,000. The building is of brick, with terra cotta 
trimmings, and the site was given by Mr. J. E. Bartlett. The 
North Chelmsford Library Association, in consideration of an 
annual appropriation from the town, has made the use of its 
library free to the public. 

Dennis. Nathaniel Myrick of Spencer bequeathed $500 to the 
Library Association of East Dennis. 

East Bridgewater. Mr. Cyrus Washburn, a native of East Bridge- 
water, is to erect a public library building for that town. 

Essex. The new town hall and library building in Essex was dedi- 
cated February 15. 

Groton. The town of Groton has received from the estate of Luther 
Blood a bequest of $5,000, of which $4,000 is to be devoted to 
maintaining lectures, and the income of $1,000 to the purchase 
of books for the public library. 
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Hatfield. The late Samnel Huntington Dickinson provided a 
memorial and library building, costing $14,500, for the town of 
HatGeld, which was dedicated May 30. 

HoPKiNTON. A new public library building has just been completed 
in Hopkinton, the gift of natives and residents of the town. 
John Quincy Adams of Wheaton, 111., gave $4,000; James A. 
Woolson of Cambridge, $2,500 ; the late N. P. Coburn of New- 
ton, $2,500; Mrs. Anna M. Crooks, $1,400; Mrs. Sarah A. 
Crooks, $1,000; Mr. Alfred Hemenway of Watertown and Mr. 
Augustus N. Woolson, $500 each. It is built of Milford granite, 
with Nova Scotia buff stone trimmings. 

Leicester. Dr. Pliny Earle bequeathed $6,000 to the town of 
Leicester for a public library building. 'D. Meriam gave $5,000 
and Mr. Lory S. Watson is to give $20,000 or more for the 
public library building which is soon to be built for the town of 
Leicester. Anna Eliza Partridge bequeathed $1 ,000 to the library. 

Lexington. The will of the late George W. Robinson bequeaths 
$1,000 to the Cary public library of Lexington. 

Littleton. The heirs of the late W. S. Houghton are to give a new 
library building to the town of Littleton. 

Marshfield. Mrs. Nancy S. Waterman of Marshfield bequeathed 
by her will $500 to the public library of that town. 

Nahant. The corner-stone of the public library building at Nahant 
was laid July 23, 1894. It will cost the town about $50,000. 

Newburyport. The late Rev. William O. Moseley of Newbury port 
bequeathed $10,000 as a trust fund for the benefit of Lucy A. 
Muzzey, the sum, after her death, to go to the Newburyport 
public library. 

New Salem. The will of Mrs. Pamelia A. Butterfield of Orange 
bequeathed $500 for the purchase of books for the New Salem 
free public library, no works of fiction to be included. 

Northampton. The Forbes Library at Northampton, which cost, 
exclusive of the land, $113,993, was dedicated October 23. 

North Attleborough. The corner-stone of the Richards Memorial 
Library building at North Attleborough was laid June 16. 

NoRTHBOROUGH. Mr. Cyrus Gale is to erect in the town of North- 
borough a public library building, to cost not less than $15,000, 
and to be called the " Gale Library building." 

North Brookfield. The Hasten free public library building at 
North Brookfield was dedicated September 20. It cost between 
$40,000 and $50,000. 

Orange. The will of Mrs. Pamelia A. Butterfield bequeaths to the 
town of Orange a plot of land for a public library and $500 for 
books, on condition that the library shall be built within two 
years, and be known as the Butterfield Library. 
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PiTTSFiELD. An interesting collection of one thousand volumes from 
the library of the late Dr. Oliver Wendell Holmes has been given 
to the Berkshire Athenaeum by his son, Judge Holmes. 

Salem. The Hon. J. B. F. Osgood has presented to the Salem public 
library $100 for the purchase of books for the reference library. 
The Essex Lodge of Odd Fellows has given its entire library of 
of 825 volumes to the public library. 

SciTUATE. The Pierce Memorial Library building at North Scituate, 
erected by Mr. Silas Pierce as a memorial to his wife, was dedi- 
cated May 26. 

Shirley. Tbe Hazen Memorial Library at Shirley, costing $5,500, 
of which $3,000 was bequeathed by tbe late Mrs. E. D. Hazen, 
was dedicated April 25. 

SouTHWiCK. A new building has been erected for the public library 
of Southwick. 

Sterling. The public library of Sterling has come into the posses- 
sion of a bequest from the will of the late Rev. Josiah K. Waite 
of Boston, amounting to $3,000. 

Sturbridge. The late George B. Hyde, a widely known school- 
master in Boston, bequeathed $20,000 to the free public library 
of his native town of Sturbridge. 

TowNSEND. The new town and memorial hall in Townsend, which 
contains ample accommodations for the public library, was ded- 
icated July 11. 

UxBRiDQE. The Thayer Memorial Library at Uxbridge was dedicated 
June 20. It is the gift of Mr. E. C. Thayer. It cost $26,500, 
and Mr. Thayer has also given $5,000 for a book fund. 

Walpole. The late Hon. Francis W. Bird gave $5,000 to the Wal- 
pole public library. 

Waltham. The late Francis Buttrick bequeathed $60,000 to the 
city of Waltham for a library building. 

Williamsburg. Mr. Stephen Meekins left by his will the sum of 
$15,000 for the erection of a stone library building in Williams- 
burg, and the main portion of the residue of his estate is to coa- 
stitute a fund for the purchase of books for the library. 

Loaning Reference Books to Small Libraries. 

It has occurred to the commission that there may be persons 
in the towns to which it has supplied libraries who wish to 
pursue inquiries which ihey are discouraged in making because 
needed books are not readily accessible. 

Reference is not made to the wants of profound students 
who are making minute investigations, but to the occasional 
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needs of every-day inquirers, such as teachers and persons of 
an investigating turn of mind, who have gone through the 
public schools and belong to literary, historical or scientific 
clubs or are disposed to engage in private study, either in the 
line of their industrial or professional occupations or for pur- 
poses of general or special cultivation. 

Some of the libraries of the Commonwealth are generously 
lending books to students within the State and at a distance, 
notably Harvard College library, the Boston Athenaeum and 
the free public library of Worcester. Some of the principal 
college, city and other libraries in different States and espe- 
cially the library of the Surgeon-GeneraPs office at Washington, 
are extensively engaged in aiding investigators by lending 
books to them even when they live in towns at long distances 
from the libraries. Such loans are generally made by a libra- 
rian through other libraries rather than to individuals, the bor- 
rowing libraries making themselves responsible for losses and 
injuries to books and for the cost of expressage or fees of reg- 
istering packages at the post office. 

The Society for the Encouragement of Studies at Home 
among Women has a reference library from which it lends 
valuable books to students who are pursuing courses of study 
under its auspices, many of them living in States distant from 
its headquarters in Boston. 

The commission thinks it desirable to try the experiment, in 
a very humble way, of engaging in similar work. 

When teachers or other persons in the towns to which it has 
supplied libraries wish to pursue some study, as, for example, 
botany, zoology or history, American or foreign, or a division 
of a subject, it invites them to make their wants known by 
communicating with the chairman of the commission at the 
State Library, in the State House, Boston, and he will himself, 
or through other members of the commission, try to furnish 
the books needed in supplying such reasonable wants. 

The commission may buy some books in doing this work. 
It is not intended, however, to buy a library of reference 
books at the start, if at any time. The commission does not 
wish to try to anticipate needs, but to supply needs which it 
finds existing through applications for information made to it. 

It merely invites persons in towns to which it has supplied 
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libraries, who wish to pursue popular investigations, to make 
their wants known to the officers of the libraries in the towns 
in which they live. These officers will then decide whether to 
apply to the chairman of the commission for the desired books 
(or for books on the subject in which there is an interest). If 
the library makes such an application, it will make itself re- 
sponsible for losses and injuries. 

The commission, on the receipt of applications, will use the 
various facilities which it can command in meeting the wishes 
of the libraries which ask for aid. 

Should books in some cases be bought by the commission, 
they would be kept, under present arrangements, at the State 
House, and would form the nucleus of a reference library^ 
under the control of the commission, collected for the purpose 
of answering questions which had been actually asked and 
which presumably would be asked again, and perhaps frequently. 

It is an experiment which the commission is trying. It 
wishes to test the wants of the towns specified. 

Towns without Libraries. 

The thirty-two towns that are still without libraries are dis- 
tributed throughout the counties as follows : — 





Barnstable. 




Brewster, 


Dennis. 

* 

Berkshire, 




Cheshire, 


New Marlborough, 


Washington. 


Clarksburg, 


Sandisfield, 
Bristol 




Acushnet, 


Seekonk, 


Swansea. 


Dartmouth, 


Somerset, 
Dukes, 




Gay Head, 


Tisbury. 
Essex, 




Newbury, 


Salisbury. 
Hampden, 




East Longmeadow, 


Montgomery, 


Wales. 


Longmeadow, 


Russell, 
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Hampshire, 




Hudley, 


South Had ley. 


Williamsburg. 


Dracut. 


Middlesex. 




Nantucket. 


Nantucket. 
Plymouth. 




Carver, 


Lakeville, 


Norwell. 


Hanson, 


Marshfield, 
Worcester. 





Dudley. 



The aggregate population of these towns, according to the 
census of 1890, was 47,470, — about two and one-seventh per 
cent, of the entire population of the Commonwealth. 

Twenty-four of these towns have a population of less than 
two thousand each and ten of less than one thousand. Twenty 
showed a decline in population at the last census. 

The libraries that have been established by the commission 
have been appreciated by the communities in which they were 
placed and especially serviceable to the public schools ; sev- 
eral of them have been already provided through private gen- 
erosity with tasteful and commodious buildings, and in almost 
all cases the towns have with great unanimity devoted a much 
larger sum of money for their maintenance than the minimum 
requirement of the law. Our libraries are in a healthy condi- 
tion. The selection of books made by the local trustees gives 
evidence of careful and discriminating judgment; methods 
which combine simplicity of administration with easy facility 
for the use of the books generally prevail. 

« 

C. B. TILLINGHAST, 

Chairman^ 
HENRY S. NOURSE, 

Secretary pro tern., 

SAMUEL SWETT GREEN, 
ELIZABETH P. SOHIER, 

ANNA E. TICKNOR, 

Commissioners. 
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LAWS RELATING TO THE FORMATION AND ORGANI- 
ZATION OF FREE PUBLIC LIBRARIES. 



[Acts of 1890, Chaptrr 347.] 

An Act to promote the establishment and efficiency of free 

public libraries. 

Be it enacted, etc., as follows : 

Section 1. The governor with the advice and consent of the 
council shall appoint five persons, residents of the Commonwealth, 
who shall constitute a board of library commissioners. The gov- 
ernor shall designate the chairman thereof. One member of said 
board shall be appointed for the term of five years, one for four years, 
one for three years, one for two years and one for one year ; and 
thereafter the term of office of the commissioners shall be five years. 
All vacancies on said board, whether occurring by expiration of term 
or otherwise, shall be filled, by the governor with the advice and con- 
sent of the council. 

Sect. 2. The librarian or trustees of any free public library may 
ask said board for advice in regard to the selection of books, the 
cataloguing of books and any other matters pertaining to the main- 
tenance or administration of the library ; and the board shall give 
such advice in regard to said matters as it shall find practicable. 
The board shall make a report of its doings to the general court in 
January of each year, and fifteen hundred copies of said report shall 
be printed as one of the public document series. 

Sect. 3. Said board is hereby authorized and directed to expend, 
upon the application of the board of library trustees of any town 
having no free public library owned and controlled by the town, a 
sum not exceeding one hundred dollars for books for any such town 
entitled to the benefits of this act ; such books to be used by said 
trustees for the purpose of establishing a free public library, and said 
commissioners shall select and purchase all books to be provided as 
aforesaid. 

Sect. 4. No town shall be entitled to the benefits of this act until 
such town has accepted the provisions hereof at a regularly called 
town meeting, and has elected a board of library trustees as provided 
in chapter three hundred and four of the acts of the year eighteen 
hundred and eighty-eight, and until said trustees shall have provided, 
in a manner satisfactory to the board of commissioners, for the care, 
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custody and distribution of the books famished in accordance with 
this act. 

Sect. 5. Any town accepting the provisions of this act shall 
annually appropriate from the dog tax, or shall otherwise annually 
provide for the use and maintenance of its free public library, a 
sum not less than fifty dollars, if its last assessed valuation was one 
million dollars or upward, or a sum not less than twenty-five dollars 
if said valuation was less than one million and not less than two 
hundred and fifty thousand dollars, or a sum not less than fifteen 
dollars if said valuation was less than two hundred and fifty thousand 
dollars. 

Sect. 6. No member of the board of commissioners shall receive 
any compensation, but the board may expend a sum not exceeding 
five hundred dollars annually for clerical assistance and incidental 
and necessary expenses in the discharge of its duties ; and all sums 
expended under the provisions of this act shall be paid from the 
treasury after the bills therefor have been approved by the board 
and sent to the auditor of the Commonwealth, who shall certify to 
the governor and council the amount due as in case of all other bills 
and accounts approved by him under the provisions of law. 

Sect. 7. This act shall take effect upon its passage. [^Approved 
May 28, 1890. 

[Chapter 255 of thb Acts of 1892.] 

Be it enacted^ etc., as follows : 

The board of library commissioners may expend the sum of one 
hundred dollars for books for the free public library of any town 
whose valuation does not exceed six hundred thousand dollars, which 
maintained a free library before the passage of chapter three hundred 
and forty-seven of the acts of the year eighteen hundred and ninety, 
and which has fully complied or hereafter fully complies with the 
provisions of said act. 

Election of Trustees and Management. 

[Acts of 1888, Chapter 304.] 

An Act concerning the election and the powers and duties 
OP trustees of free public libraries, or of free public 

LIBRARIES and READING-ROOMS IN TOWNS. 

Be it enacted^ etc., as follows : 

Section 1. Every town which raises or appropriates money for 
the support of a free public library, or free public library and reading- 
room that is owned by the town, shall at its annual meeting, or at a 
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legal town meeting appointed *and notified for that purpose by the 
selectmen, elect a board of trustees, except in cases where such library 
has been or may be acquired by the town, in whole or in part, by 
some donation or bequest containing other conditions or provisions 
for the elections of its trustees or for its care and management, which 
conditions have been accepted and agreed to by vote of the town. 

Sect. 2. [As amended by chapter 112, Acts of 1889.] Said 
board of trustees shall consist of any number of persons divisible by 
three which the town may decide to elect, one- third thereof to be 
elected annually and to continue in office for three years, except that 
the town shall first elect one-third of the trustees for one year, one- 
third for two years and one-third for three years, and thereafter one- 
third the number annually for the term of three years. No person 
shall be ineligible to* serve upon said board of trustees by reason of 
sex. Such board of trustees shall be elected by ballot, and shall 
organize annually by the choice of a chairman and secretary from 
their own number : provided^ any town having a free public library, 
which has heretofore elected a board of trustees to manage the same, 
consisting of a number divisible by three, and has heretofore elected 
annually one-third of said board for three years, may continue to 
elect annually one-third of said board, and the trustees in office shall 
hold their offices until the term for which they were elected shall 
expire, unless the town shall vote otherwise. 

Sect. 3. If any person elected a member of the board of trustees, 
after being duly notified of his election in the manner in which town 
officers are required to be notified, refuses or neglects to accept said 
office, or if any member declines further service, or from change of 
residence or otherwise, becomes unable to attend to the duties of the 
board, the remaining members shall in writing give notice of the fact 
to the selectmen of the town, and the two boards may thereupon, after 
giving public notice of at least one week, proceed to fill such vacancy 
until the next annual town meeting ; and a majority of the ballots of 
persons entitled to vote shall be necessary to an election. 

Sect. 4. The trustees so elected by the town shall have the entire 
custody and management of the library and reading-room and all 
property owned by the town relating thereto ; and all money raised 
or appropriated by the town for its support and maintenance, and all 
money or property that the town may receive by donation from any 
source, or by bequest, in behalf of said free public library and read- 
ing-room, shall be placed in the care and custody of the board of 
trustees, to be expended or retained by them for and in behalf of the 
town for the support and maintenance of its free public library and 
reading-room, in accordance with the conditions of each or any dona- 
tion or bequest accepted by the town. 
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Sect. 5. In every town which shall, by a majority of the votes 
cast at its annual town meeting or at a legal town meeting appointed 
and notified for that purpose by the selectmen, so direct, the board 
of trustees shall, in addition to the officers named in section two of 
this act, elect from among their own number a treasurer, who shall 
give a bond to the town similar to the bond given by the town treas- 
urer, for such an amount and with such sureties as may be satisfac- 
tory to the selectmen ; and until a town directs otherwise the town 
treasurer shall act as treasurer of the board of trustees. 

Sect. 6. The trustees shall make an explicit report to the town 
at each annual town meeting of all their receipts and expenditures, 
and of all the property of the town in their care and custody, includ- 
ing a statement of any unexpended balance of money they may have, 
and of any bequests or donations they may have received and are 
holding in behalf of the town, with such recommendations in 
reference to the same as they may deem necessary for the town to 
consider. 

Sect. 7. Nothing in this act shall be construed to interfere with 
library associations, nor with any library that is or may be organized 
and managed under special act of the legislature. 

Sect. 8. This act shall take effect upon its passage. [^Approved 
May 4, 1888. 
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Hon. George v. L. Meyeb, Speaker^ Souse of Representaiives. 

Sir: — I have the honor to transmit herewith , for the 
use of the Legislature, the sixth report of the Free Public 
Library Co.mmi8siou. 



Respectfully, 



WM. M. OLIN, 

Secretary. 



MEMBERS OF THE COMMISSION. 



C. B. TILLINGHAST, Chairman, Boston, 
SAMUEL SWETT GREEN, Worcester, 
HENRY S, NOURSE, Lancaster, . 
Miss E. P. SOHIER, Secretary, Beverly, 
Miss ANNA E. TICKNOR, Boston, . 
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EEPORT OF THE COMMISSION. 



To the Honorable Senate and House of Representatives, 

The sixth report of the Free Public Library Commission, 
herewith presented, includes a record of its work during the 
calendar year 1895. 

The Commission. 

The commission was established by chapter 347 of the 
Acts of the year 1890. Its members were appointed Oct. 
22, 1890. Its first meeting was held Oct. 30, 1890, and 
monthly meetings have been regularly held since that time. 

Mr. C. B. Tillinghast, whose commission expired in 
October, 1895, has been reappointed a member of the com- 
mission and designated by the governor as its chairman. 

Five Years' Progress. 

When the commission was organized, one hundred and 
five towns in the State were without a free public library. 
The number in this class, as shown by this report, has been 
reduced to twenty-four. Some of these towns will have 
libraries as soon as bequests for that purpose can be rendered 
available, and nearly all of them contain association libraries 
of considerable size. 

The towns in which the libraries were wholly under public 
control in 1890 numbered one hundred and seventy-five ; 
this report shows the present number of that class to be two 
hundred and fifty-six, — an increase of eighty-one. 

Statistics, however, give a very meagre indication of the 
progress of library work. With a treasure-house of books 
in nearly every town, the problem of distribution, of bring- 
ing the library within the easy reach of every family, is one 
that naturally engages much attention. The disposition to 
establish branches and deliveries for the benefit of the several 
villages or outlying sections of a town is an evidence at once 
of a growing demand for methods of wider and more general 
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distribution, and of a readiness to adopt the most practicable 
means to meet the demand. The intimate relation of the 
public library to the public school, and the special advan- 
tages and privileges which the libraries almost without 
exception give to teachers and scholars ; the development of 
local clubs for special reading or study, especially in isolated 
communities ; the tendency to make the library and reading- 
room homelike and cheerful; the anxiety of librarians to 
lead the people to read books that are useful as well as 
entertaining and attractive, and to study the special needs 
of the community ; and the large number of people of wealth 
who donate funds for the purchase of books or to provide 
library buildings, — are among the indications of the devel- 
opment of the free public library as a public necessity and a 
public blessing. 

New Free Public Libraries during the Past Year. 

Eight towns which have accepted the provisions of chapter 
347 of the Acts of 1890 have been supplied with books by 
the commission during the year, as follows : — 

Carver, Marshfield, Salisbury, 

Dartmouth, Montgomery, Sandisfield. 

Longmeadow, Russell, 

The town of Carlisle has been supplied with books under 
the provisions of chapter 255 of the Acts of 1892, and the 
town of Bernardston under chapter 148 of the Acts of 1894, 

Libraries established under the Law in Five Years. 

The following eighty-one towns have been supplied with 
books during the past five years, to aid in the formation of 
free public libraries under the provisions of chapter 347 of 
the Acts of 1890 : — 



Agawam, 


Boxborough, 


Dana, 


Alford. 


Carver, 


Dartmouth, 


Avon, 


Charlemont, 


Deerfield, 


BelllDgham, 


Chelmsford, 


Dighton, 


Berkley, 


Chester, 


Dover, 


Berlin, 


Chilmark, 


Edgartown, 


Blandford, 


Colrain, 


Egremont, 


Bourne, 


Conway, 


Essex, ' 

1 

i 

1 
i 
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Falmouth, 

Florida, 

Freetown, 

Goshen, 

Gosnold, 

Granby, 

Gi-anville, 

Greenwich, 

Hamilton, 

Hampden, 

Hancock, 

Hardwick, 

Hawley, 

Heath, 

Holland, 

Huntington, 

Leverett, 

Leyden, 

Longmeadow, 



Lynnfield, 

Marshfield, 

Mashpee, 

Medway, 

Monroe, 

Monterey, 

Montgomery, 

Mount Washington, 

New Ashford, 

Oakham, 

Otis, 

Felham, 

Peru, 

Flainfield, 

Plympton, 

Prescott, 

Richmond, 

Rowley, 

Russell, 



Salisbury, 

Sandisfield, 

Sandwich, 

Savoy, 

Sheffield, 

Shelburne, 

Shutesbury, 

South wick, 

Tolland, 

Truro, 

Tyringham, 

Wellfleet, 

Wendell, 

West Newbury, 

Westport< 

West Stockbridge, 

Wilbraham, 

Windsor, 

Wrentham. 



Towns classified as to Libraries. 

The following classification of the towns, revised to date, 
shows the free library facilities they now enjoy : — 



Class 1. 

Towns which have libraries owned and controlled by the town^ and free for 

circulation to all the people, 

Bolton, 



Abington, 

Adams, 

Agawam, 

Alford, 

Andover, 

Arlington, 

Ashburnham, 

Ashby, 

Ashland, 

Athol, 

Attleborough, 

Auburn, 

Avon, 

Bellingham, 

Belmont, 

Berkley, 

Berlin, 

Beverly, 

Blackstone, 

Blandford, 



Boston, 

Bourne, 

Boxborough, 

Boylston, 

Bridgewater, 

Brimfield, 

Brockton, 

Brookfield, 

Brookline, 

Burlington, 

Cambridge, 

Canton, 

Carlisle, 

Carver, 

Charlemont, 

Charlton, 

Chatham, 

Chelmsford, 

Chelsea, 



Chester, 

Chesterfield, 

Chicopee, 

Chilmark, 

Clinton, 

Cohasset, 

Colrain, 

Conway, 

Dal ton, 

Dana, 

Dartmouth, 

Dedham, 

Deerfield, 

Dighton, 

Douglas, 

Dover, 

Dunstable, 

East Bridgewater, 

Eastham, 

Edgartown, 
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EgrenioDt, 

Erving, 

Essex, 

Everett, 

Fall Rirer, 

Falmouth, 

Fitchburg, 

Florida, 

Foxborough, 

Framingbam, 

Freetown, 

Gill, 

Goshen, 

Gosnold, 

Granby, 

Granville, 

Greenfield, 

Greenwich, 

Groton, 

Grovel and, 

Halifax, 

Hamilton, 

Hampden, 

Hancock, 

Hanover, 

Hard wick. 

Harvard, 

Hatfield, 

Hawley, 

Heath, 

Hoi brook, 

Holden, 

Holland, 

Holliston, 

Hopedale, 

Hubbardston, 

Hudson, 

Hull, 

Huntington, 

Hyde Park, 

Lancaster, 

Lanesborough, 

Leicester, 

Leominster, 

Leverett, 

Leyden, 

Longmeadow, 

Lowell, 

Ludlow, 



Lunenburg, 

Lynn, 

Lynnfield, 

Manchester, 

Mansfield, 

Marblehead, 

Marlborough, 

Marshfield, 

Mashpee, 

Mattapoisett, 

Maynard, 

Medfield, 

Medford, 

Medway, 

Melrose, 

Mendon, 

Merrimac, 

Middleborough, 

Middlefield, 

Middleton, 

Milford, 

Millbury, 

Millis, 

Milton, 

Monroe, 

Montague, 

Monterey, 

Montgomery, 

Mount Washington, 

Nahant, 

Natick, 

Needham, 

New Ashford, 

New Bedford, 

New Braintree, 

Newbury port. 

New Salem, 

Newton, 

Norfolk, 

North Adams, 

Northampton, 

North Andover, 

North Attleborough, 

North borough. 

North Brookfield, 

Northfield, 

North Reading, 

Norwood, 

Oakham, 



Orange, 

Orleans, 

Otis, 

Oxford, 

Paxton, 

Peabody, 

Pelham, 

Pepperell, 

Peru, 

Phillipston, 

Plainfield, 

Plymouth, 

Plympton, 

Prescott, 

Provincetown, 

Quincy, 

Reading, 

Revere, 

Richmond, 

Rochester, 

Rockland, 

Rockport, 

Rowe, 

Rowley, 

Royalston, 

Russell, 

Rutland, 

Salisbury, 

Sandisfield, 

Sandwich, 

Saugus, 

Savoy, 

Sharon, 

Sheffield, 

Shelburne, 

Sherborn, 

Shirley, 

Shrewsbury, 

Shutesbury, 

Somerville, 

Southborough, 

Southbridge, 

South wick, 

Spencer, 

Sterling, 

Stoneham, 

Stoughton, 

Stow, 

Sturbridge, 
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Sudbury, 

Sunderland, 

Sutton, 

Swampscott, 

Taunton, 

Templeton, 

Tewksbury, 

Tisbury, 

Tolland, 

Topsfield, 

Townsend, 

Truro, 

Tyngsborough, 

Tyringham, 

Upton, 

Uxbridge, 

Wakefield, 



Walpole, 

Waltham, 

Warwick, 

Watertown, 

Wayland, 

Webster, 

Wellfieet, 

Wendell, 

Wenham, 

Westborough, 

West Boylston, 

West Bridgewater, 

West Brookfield, 

Westford, 

Westminster, 

West Newbury, 



Class 2. 



Weston, 

Westport, 

West Springfield, 

West Stoekbridge, 

Weymouth, 

Whately, 

Whitman, 

Wilbraham, 

Williamstown, 

Wilmington, 

Winchendon, 

Winchester, 

Windsor, 

Winthrop, 

Worcester, 

Wrentham. — 256. 



Towns which have free libraries in which the town has some representation in 

the management. 



Acton, 

Ayer, 

Amesbury, 

Barre, 

Bedford, 

Belchertown, 

Bernardston, 

Bradford, 

Braintree, 

Concord, 

Cummington, 

Danvers, 



Easthampton, 

Enfield, 

Franklin, 

Georgetown, 

Grafton, 

Haverhill, 

Hingham, 

Hinsdale, 

Holyoke, 

Lawrence, 

Lenox, 

Lexington, 



Lincoln, 

Littleton, 

Maiden, 

Methuen, 

Norton, 

Petersham, 

Randolph, 

Salem, 

Springfield, 

Warren, 

Westfield, 

Woburn. — 36. 



Class 3. 

Towns in which there are libraries to which the town appropriates money j bitt 

is not represented in the management* 



Amherst, 

Ashfield, 

Boxford, 

Cottage City, 

Duxbury, 

Gardner, 

Great Barrington, 



Lee, 

Monson, 

Northbridge, 

Palmer, 

Pembroke, 

Pittsfield, 

Princeton, 



Southampton, 

Stoekbridge, 

Ware, 

Wellesley, 

Westhampton, 

Worthington. - 



20. 



^ I 
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Class 4. 

Towns in which there are free libraries which have no connection with the tovm, 

Barnstable, Gloucester, Raynham, 

Becket, Harwich, Rehoboth, 

Bill erica, Hopkinton, Wareham, 

Buckland, Ipswich, West Tisbury, 

Easton, Kingston, Yarmouth. — 17. 

Fairhaven, Marion, 





Class 5. 






Towns having no free 


library. 




Acushnet, 


Gay Head, 




Scituate, 


Brewster, 


Hadley, 




Seekonk, 


Cheshire, 


Hanson, 




Somerset, 


Clarksburg, 


Tiakeville, 




South Hadley, 


Dennis, 


Nantucket, 




Swansea, 


Dracut, 


Newbury, 




Wales, 


Dudley, 


New Marlborough, 


Washington, 


East I^ngmeadow, 


Norwell, 




Williamsburg. 



—24. 



The town of Newbury has the free use of the public library 
of Newburyport, and the town of Washington has the free 
use of the Becket Athenaeum. 



Gifts and New Buildings. 

The following gifts and other matters of interest relative 
to libraries have come to the notice of the commission 
during the year : — 

Beverly. The Hon. John I. Baker, the first mayor of Beverly, 
gave his salary, $500, to the public library. 

Carlisle. Mrs. Joanna Gleason of Sudbury, a former resident 
of Carlisle, has built a library building for the latter town, to 
be known as the Grleason Library. The cost was about 
$7,000. 

Chelmsford. The new public library building, constructed for 
the town of Chelmsford by Mr. Amos Francis Adams of New- 
ton at a cost of about $30,000, was dedicated May 8, 1895. 
The library has received gifts of $500 each for the purchase 
of books from Mr. Thomas M. Adams of Chelmsford and 
Mr. T. P. Proctor. 

Concord. Hon. E. Rock wood Hoar bequeathed $1,000 to the 
Concord Free Public Library. 
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Dedham. Mrs. Rebecca Gaild Richards bequeathed $1,000 to the 
Dedham Public Library. 

Eyerbit. The Frederick £. Parlin Memorial Library, a gift to 
the town of Everett, costing about $21,000, was dedicated 
Sept. 17, 1895. 

HsATH. In 1893 the sum of $500 was bequeathed to the town of 
Heath for a library building, and, supplementing this with an 
appropriation, the town will provide a suitable home for its 
library. 

Kingston. The town of Kingston receives, by the will of the late 
Frederick C. Adams, the sum of $5,000, one-fifth of which is 
to purchase books for the library. Two-thirds of the balance 
of the estate, which will amount to over $80,000, is given to 
the town to build a hall and public library building. 

LiTTLBTON. The new library building, given to the town of Lit- 
tleton in memory of the late William Stevens Houghton by 
his children, was dedicated Dec. 4, 1895. It is a handsome 
structure of yellow brick with terra-cotta trimmings, and cost 
about $25,000. It is to be the home of the Reuben Hoar 
Library, which was a gift to the town from Mr. Houghton, in 
grateful memory of his benefactor. 

Newburtport. The late Hon. Eben F. Stone bequeathed $5,000 
to the Newburyport Public Library. 

North Attleborough. The memorial library building, erected 
at a cost of $60,000 as a gift to the town by the heirs of the 
late Ira Richards, was dedicated Sept. 14, 1895. 

NoRTHBOROUQH. The Gale Library building, a gift to the town of 
Northborough by Mr. Cyrus Gale, was dedicated June 12, 
1895. It cost over $30,000. 

Norwood. Mr. George M. Morrill and his wife are to build a 
library building, for the town of Norwood, as a memorial of 
their daughter, Sarah Bond Morrill. 

Oranoe. Mrs. A. P. Goddard bequeathed $3,000 for the purpose 
of establishing a free public library at North Orange. 

QuiNCT. Mrs. Clarissa L. Crane bequeathed $20,000 to the 
Thomas Crane Public Library of Quincy, which was built as 
a memorial to her deceased husband. A further sum is be- 
queathed upon certain contingencies. 

Spencer. The late Richard Sugden, who during his lifetime built 
a fine library building for the town of Spencer, left by his 
will a business block valued at $35,000 to the town, the rent 
of which is to be devoted to the maintenance of the library. 

Warwick. Mrs. Martha Clapp of Dorchester has given $500 to 
the free public library of Warwick, to be kept as the Martha 
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Clapp fund, the income to be used for building, books and 
periodicals, any surplus not needed for that purpose to be 
used for the purchase of books. 
Weymouth. The trustees of the $50,000 left by the late John S. 
Fogg to establish and maintain a library and reading-room in 
Weymouth have decided upon a site for a building, and 
appeal to the citizens to subscribe the money for its erection, 
in order that the income of the gift may be devoted to the 
maintenance of the institution. 

Appeal to the Towns. 

The following circular letter has been sent to the towns 
that are still without free public libraries : — 



The Free Public Library Commission desires to call your at- 
tention to the importance of the formation of a public library in 
your town which shall be absolutely free to all its citizens. The 
educational value of such a library, the intellectual and moral 
stimulus it gives to any community and the attractions it adds to 
the surroundings of a home have been so widely recognized in this 
State, that, of the three hundred and fifty-three towns and cities 
in Massachusetts, all but twenty-five have public libraries that are 
free to every man, woman and child. 

There is no free public library in the following towns : — 



Brewster, 



Cheshire, 



Acushnet, 



Barnstable County, 
Dennis. 

Berkshire County. 

Clarksburg, 
Washington. 

Bristol County, 

Seekonk, 
Swansea. 



New Marlborough, 



Somerset, 



Gay Head, 



Dukes County, 
Tisbury. 



Essex County, 
Newbury. 

Hampden County. 

East Longmeadow, Wales. 



Hadley, 



Hampshire County, 
South Hadley, 



Williamsburg. 
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Dracut. 
Nantucket. 



Middlesex County. 
Nantucket County, 



Plymouth County, 

Hanson, Lakeville, Norwell, 

Scituate. 



Dudley. 



Worcester County, 



While the commission is aware that in some of these towns 
there are association libraries which charge a small fee for the use 
of books, the experience of Qther towns proves that such libraries 
do not meet the wants of the masses of the people, and that when 
a free library is established the number of readers increases many 
fold. If there are several villages in a town, the whole people can 
be served by the establishment of branches or special deliveries. 

The commission appeals to you to bring this matter to the early 
attention of the citizens of your town by informal or public meet- 
ings ; to stimulate them to secure funds for the purpose by enter- 
tainments and social gatherings, or by soliciting subscriptions of 
money and donations of books from persons who are interested in 
the intellectual welfare or material prosperity of the town ; to pro- 
cure the insertion of an article in the warrant for the next town 
meeting, to see if the town will take action under this law ; and, 
finally, to secure a vote which shall insure to your town the gift of 
one hundred dollars' worth of books from the State. 

The desire of the members of the commission is to be helpful to 
you in every way in their power, and they invite every person who 
has an interest in the formation of a free public library to call 
upon them, freely, for any advice or assistance at their command. 

The Work of the Woman's Education Association. 

The smaller libraries and communities without libraries 
have received important and valuable aid during the past 
year from, the Woman's Education Association of Boston, a 
body organized to promote educational interests, which has 
been interested lately in studying how to make the libraries 
in the smaller towns of the State more useful. 

The Woman's Education Association offers to supply 
travelling libraries of about twenty-five volumes, which are 
too expensive or too little in demand to be bought by the 
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town purse. These libraries are loaned for the term of six 
months. In these collections are books of American history, 
natural science, general literature, travel, agriculture, sports, 
etc. Requests for books from local societies studying special 
topics will receive due consideration, and lists of the most 
desirable books on one or more subjects will be sent to libra- 
ries or societies applying for them. The association has the 
cordial endorsement of the State Library Commission in this 
work. 

Applications for the travelling libraries may be sent from 
any town by the librarian and two other citizens. No charge 
is made for the use of the books except the prepayment of 
the return freight, but an account is expected of their circu- 
lation. As the number is limited, early application is desir- 
able. For all information, address the secretary of the 
association. Miss Mary Morison, 26 Marlborough Street, 
Boston, Mass. 

The association has now in use eleven of these libraries, 
containing an aggregate of three hundred and eleven vol- 
umes, most of which are of a more expensive character than 
the smaller towns can well afford to purchase, and all of 
which are selected with the greatest care. 

This voluntary effort has been appreciated by the towns 
which have enjoyed its benefit, and the books have been well 
cared for and promptly returned. The commission heartily 
commends this good work, and appreciates the helpful spirit 
in which it has been undertaken. 

Select Lists of Fiction. 

The Massachusetts Library Club publishes a monthly list 
of select fiction, which is sent free of charge to all the public 
libraries in the State, and will be found a useful guide, 
especially to those who are charged with the selection and 
purchase of books for our smaller libraries. ' 

Only One and Three-fifths Per Cent, of the People 

WITHOUT Free I^ibraries. 

The total population of the State by the census of 1895 is 
2,500,183 ; the population of the towns now without libraries 
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is 40,364, or only about one and three-fifths per cent, of the 
population is now deprived of the free use of a public 
library. Eighteen of the twenty-four towns now without 
libraries have a population of less than 2,000 each, and 
eleren show a loss of population in the last five years. 

The Helpful Spirit of Massachusetts Librarians. 

In response to a request addressed to the librarians of the 
free public libraries of Massachusetts for suggestions as to 
the best means for making a small library useful, a large 
number of answers were received. The following liberal 
quotations are made from these replies for the reason that 
they embody many suggestions which will be useful to those 
who have the care of our libraries, and also for the purpose 
of showing the liberal and helpful spirit manifested by the 
librarians of the free public libraries of Massachusetts : — 

^^ A generous appropriatioD from the town, so that books can be 
bought as they are published." 

^' Courteous treatment to all, aid to those neediug direction in 
the line of reading they wish to pursue, and a careful selection of 
books that tend to cultivate the public taste for reading for im- 
provement and information." 

'^ Make liberal and wise business regulations for the library, 
.and then live up to them thoroughly." 

^' I do not know that I have anything to suggest, for our little 
library is a cosy place, which I eujoy very much. I only wish it 
might be open more hours in the week." 

^^ In our library the public are not permitted to go to the shelves 
in the circulating department, but in the reference room are allowed 
full access to all of the books. We have lately tried doing without 
covering our books, and I find that the attractiveness of the refer- 
ence room has greatly increased. Children who made no attempt 
to know the inside of a large volume swathed in brown paper are 
now attracted by bright covers, becoming acquainted with valuable 
reference books. Writing materials are kept conveniently at hand 
for those who wish to make note of anything. With us, children 
are allowed a great deal of freedom both in the reference room 
and in the reading room. A certain amount of discipline is of 
course enforced, but my aim is to have all the young people who 
make use of the library feel as free as possible from restraint. 
The result so far has been to increase the attendance." 
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** About one hundred books of various popular authors are kept 
on the librarian's desk and table for examination and to select 
from. Two cards are allowed each person, provided one shall be 
used for books other than fiction. Subjects on which we have no 
special work are looked up by the librarian on request, and the 
volumes indicated are placed at the disposal of the persons requir- 
ing the information." 

** The most important attraction, in my experience, has been the 
placing of the new books added in some convenient place, so that 
the public may have access to them and select the ones they like." 

^^ Plenty of money for administration purposes, so as to have a 
good librarian, long hours of opening, good catalogues, etc." 

^^ The best selected books ; good printed or card catalogues ; an 
intelligent, well-read and polite librarian, who is a lover of good 
books and in sympathy with the patrons of the library, especially 
the young ; and free use of books under proper rules." 

^' Have as many illustrated books as possible, particularly for 
the children and young people." 

^^ Attractive library and^reading-rooms ; simple system of cata- 
loguing ; care in the selection of books adapted to the needs of its 
patrons." 

^^ New and attractive books of reference are placed on a table 
in the reading-room, where they can be examined readily. New 
books for circulation are also placed where all may examine them." 

^' I try to be interested in any subject that those coming Jbo the 
library are especially desirous of knowing about, and show them 
all the books they desire to examine, or, if they do not know what 
they wish, choose those that seem to me best for them. I have 
found the practice of placing popular books (not fiction) on open 
shelves in the delivery room a good plan to help in the selecting 
of books. The plan of buying books that have been asked for 
(if not bad or worthless) and also books that I know will be read 
has proved successful in our library, as also the printing of lists 
of the new books in the town paper twice a month." 

^^ Put the books best woith reading within reach of the patrons. 
A fascinating book often has a dry title, and will never be drawn 
from mere consultation of the catalogue. In a small town a 
librarian may do a good deal of personal work, recommending to 
people the books in which they are likely to be interested." 

^^ We try especially to interest the young, and adults through 
them. We make our reading-room as attractive and pleasant as a 
well-appointed private sitting-room." 

'^I think that if a reading-room for periodicals were connected 
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with the library, and open Sunday evenings at least, it would be 
more useful and attractive." 

^^ Keep the teachers interested ; ask them to direct the pupils as 
to line of books to be read, and also to special subjects, which 
need not always be connected with school work. And, most 
important, let the librarian be a cheerful worker, anticipat- 
ing the wants of readers, and especially those of the younger 
patrons." 

^'Make it absolutely free. Have a variety of books, among 
them well-selected novels, histories and children's books, and a 
librarian who can give information about books to inquirer and 
select books for children to read." 

^^An attractive room, willingness on the part of officials to 
work for the public good and cordial relations between said offi- 
cials and the public." 

^^ Untiring courtesy and willingness to answer all demands ; un- 
swerving justice to every applicant ; the use of local papers for 
items of interest concerning the library ; a prompt placing of new 
books in the hands of the public." 

'^ We have circulated our magazines for nearly two years ; think 
it works well. Allowing advanced pupils and others to select from 
the shelves, under supervision, works well with us. So far we 
have found it safe. Our summer residents are delighted with this 
extension of liberty and have never abused it." 

^^ A bright, well-posted attendant ; accessibility of books by a 
complete catalogue system." 

^' A careful choice of books for young minds, and selecting suit- 
able books for young people undecided what to read." 

'^Personal influence, constantly exercised, seems to me most 
effective." 

" Posting lists of books appropriate to any particular event, — 
holiday, death of well-known man, celebration, etc. We aim to 
put these up at time of any great happening. We find the public 
is interested in a list of ^ ten latest accessions,' which we put up 
and fill, disregarding class of book, which is brought into account 
on the regular bulletin board list." 

^* The use of our library is unusually large, and our reading-room 
well patronized, — the result of trying at all times to treat our 
patrons with respect, and doing for them everything possible with 
what we have to do with." 

^^ By purchasing the most useful, instructive and amusing for 
all ages and classes, and assisting those who do not know how 
in selecting what suits them best." 
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'' People in oar town read for recreation chiefly, and so do sam- 
mer visitors, who are allowed to take books on the same terms as 
residents. They will read the class of books that represents the 
best in current literature. The latest purchases are always kept 
on tables, to which the public have access and can make their own 
selections." 

*' I have not much to say in regard to making the library pleasant 
and useful, but after nearly twenty-six years as librarian in this 
library I find that trying to please those that come for books and 
having books that please them and being pleasant and kind to the 
children have helped me in my duties very much, and will help 
others whose business it is to act in the community as librarian." 

*' Get the books the people want, and give them free access 
to them. When they don't know what they want, select the best 
they will accept." 

" A reading-room connected with the library, with as few restric- 
tions as possible in the use of the books, — we find no restrictions 
necessary except good behavior and quietness ; a selected list of 
books in the circulating department for young girls ; assistance 
rendered by the librarian to the young in the choice of books ; an 
opportunity for the public to see and examine the new books, 
which are placed on a shelf outside of the counter for their exam- 
ination ; the offer of every facility possible to the teachers and 
pupils of the public schools." 

'^ An abundance of bulletins ; generous appropriations ; increase 
of facilities for consulting the resources of the library ; an infor- 
mation desk." 

''*' The most important matter is to keep objectionable books from 
the shelves; attractive books are read eagerly enough, without 
urging. No urging will make young people read dry, tedious 
books." 

'^ By the librarians being much interested in the work, and study- 
ing the tastes and needs of the patrons, especially the young." 

^' The librarian should love his work, have faith in it as a means 
of great good, even against appearances ; should get help of all 
who will help or can help ; should talk and print and work without 
end, first to get people to come, and when present to take interest, 
one in one thing, another in another, according to his nature ; and, 
second, should use every means to make the library the most efi3- 
cient when most needed. To this end catalogues of various kinds 
for various purposes should be prepared and shown, printed if 
possible, advertised in local papers, etc., — unless the librarian is 
a living catalogue, and can be always present to every one who 
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would make nse of materials which the library can furnish. Then 
the librarian should be given freedom of choice in his materials." 

'^ For the librarian to be ready, willing and capable to make sug- 
gestions for old and young ; to have only a good class of books ; 
to cultivate the tastes for reading by suggestions, and in selecting 
books not to have any that are highly sensational or trashy ; to 
allow children as young as ten to take out books and have them of 
a suitable nature." 

^^ Have a good assortment of books, not entirely deep reading, but 
good stories by standard authors, to attract attention from trashy 
reading, and they will naturally fall into the deeper line in time." 

^' Giving to every one a cordial reception ; always taking special 
pains to get the best book on the subject we have, and having 
books where the people can see them." 

*^ In places like this, where the borrowers depend upon the libra- 
rian's assistance in choice of books, an acquaintance with the 
people, their mode of living and habits of thought, is a great help 
in making selections adapted to special needs; and the true li- 
brarian, with genuine love of the work, will find a multitude of 
ways to interest and attract others to the treasures on the library 
shelves." 

" Good, fresh books, on live subjects, are of vital importance." 

'' Study the needs of the borrowers ; make the room pleasant ; 
give information to all ; show an interest in the books they read 
and have plenty of patience." 

" Quiet, clean, well-lighted room, with strict observance of the 
rules of the library ; paintings on the walls, statues if possible ; 
plenty of books of reference." 

^^ Principally money, system, well regulated and classified books 
and catalogues." 

^^ Twenty years' experience has taught me that with a goodly sum 
of money (which we have never had) any library, large or small, 
can be made attractive and useful." 

'< A reading-room connected with the library, and daily papers ; 
opened several hours every day, and a room of its own." 

^^ Be pleasant, patient, painstaking." 

^' The most important point in making a public library attractive 
and useful in a manufacturing village is in the selection of books 
that will be read, being careful not to strike above the public 
capacity, and yet to gradually elevate such capacity and taste by 
judicious selections. In such communities, with a large foreign 
element and too much ignorance in the adult population, a valu- 
able aid in stimulating the desire for knowledge may be rendered 
by competent teachers in both public schools and Sunday schools." 
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<M. A very judicious selection of books from all departments 
of literature, made with the desire and purpose to furnish only the 
best. 2. A careful study of the growing needs and tastes of the 
reading community. 3. Calling attention occasionally to at- 
tractive and valuable books, through the local press or by personal 
intercourse with the more intelligent readers, by members of the 
purchasing committee. 4. Putting no covers upon the books, 
thereby avoiding the depressing look of sameness and uniformity 
which shelves of covered books suggest. 6. Giving readers per- 
fectly free access to the shelves of the library. Let no bars, 
railings or librarian, even, stand between the reader and the books. 
In large libraries this may not be feasible, but in small libraries it 
is, and it is a good that should not be sacrificed to any prim ideas 
of order. Few will abuse this privilege, and cases of abuse can 
easily be dealt with without sacrificing the advantage which results 
to the many in being allowed to browse freely, with no let or 
hindrance, in all the fields of literature which the well-chosen library 
affords. In confirmation of the above, I may say that our summer 
visitors, coming mostly from the larger cities, warmly appreciate 
the unwonted freedom which our open shelves give them." 

"To meet the public with courtesy and promptness in the use 
of all the facilities at the institution's disposal seems to be the 
most efficient way to make any library most attractive and useful." 

" We have made our reading-room attractive in summer by vases 
of flowers on the tables." 

*'We keep our new books, for about three months, without 
covers and on open shelves, where they can be handled, read and 
taken home like other books ; it has proved very acceptable." 

" A well-selected reference room and a good list of magazines in 
the reading-yoom." 

" Have books which the people will read, fiction predominating. 
Have a large share of juvenile literature, to interest the young 
people and inculcate the reading habit." 

'' Buy, as far as possible, what is asked for ; publish or write fre- 
quent lists of new books, %and get them before the public ; display 
new books and books that are worth reading on counters or tables, 
where people can look them over ; cultivate personal acquaintance 
and friendly relations with your patrons, that you may know their 
individual tastes and needs and be able to recommend the right 
book to the right person ; keep on the watch for better ways of 
doing things, and be willing to take hints and suggestions from 
your patrons when they are practicable." 

"We have found that the free use of the books and interest in 
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the school work of the children when they come for help gives aU 
a feeling of pride and ownership in the library." 

** A good librarian y who knows how to advise without being ob- 
trusive." 

^* The reading-room greatly increases the patronage, and the cir- 
culation for the first four months in the new building almost equals 
that of the last seven months before." 

'' We find the most essential thing is to get books circulated. 
To accomplish this end we have (most of the time) four assist- 
ants, who carry books weekly for about twenty cents per week. 
Usually those who attend school from the several villages do 
this work." 

'' There should be a reference department ; the library should be 
in a room or building by itself ; it should have funds to meet the 
expenses of recataloguing and increasing expenses of a growing 
library; parents should feel more interest in the selection of 
books for their children and their care. Unless the librarian 
looks ,the books over, mending and re-covering as they are re- 
turned before being placed on the shelves, the library will go 
backward instead of forward ; books should be covered, a clean 
cover improving the appearance as much as a clean garment does 
a person. The young should be early trained to form a taste for 
history, travels, etc., rather than fiction ; and mechanical as well as 
scientific books should be yearly added for the boys, especially in 
the country villages, with people of limited means. The library 
room should be made attractive, well lighted and warmed, with 
comfortable seats." 

Library Commissions in Other States. 

Following the example of Massachusetts, library tjommis- 
sions have been established and are doing excellent work in 
New Hampshire and Vermont. Connecticut has a public 
library committee, with similar duties, appointed by the 
State Board of Education. A library commission has been 
established in Wisconsin, another in Montana, and vigorous 
eflforts are being made to secure such legislation in New 
Jersey, Pennsylvania and several other States. 

Library Statistics. 

Appended to this report will be found tables giving sta- 
tistics of all the free public libraries in the State ; the statis- 
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tics of the reading-rooms connected with them, required by 
an order of the Hoase of Representatives of 18H5 ; a list of 
the libraries, by name, with the name of the librarian, and a 
list of library buildings that have been given, with the names 
of the donors. These statistics for the year 1894-95, as 
compared with those of 1891-92, show that in three years 
the number of bound volumes in our free public libraries has 
increased from 2,759,400 to 3,139,637 ; that the circulation 
for home use has increased from 5,040»629 to 6,267,061, 
or nearly a million and a quarter of volumes. The number 
of branch libraries and deliveries has increased in the same 
time from 108 to 185. It must always be borne in mind 
that these statistics embrace only such libraries as are free 
for the circulation of books, and do not include association, 
college, institution or other libraries. It is believed that a 
careful study of these tables will be serviceable to libra- 
rians, trustees and all those who are interested in the prog- 
ress and development of the free public library system in 
the State of Massachusetts, where the library is practically 
as free as the public school. 

C. B. TILLINGHAST, 
ELIZABETH P. SOHIER, 
SAMUEL SWETT GREEN, 
ANNA E. TICKNOR, 
HENRY S. NOURSE, 

Commissioners. 
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179 46 
150 00 

190 55 

835 00 

314 55 

36 02 
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8 

(0 

8 

i 


Amount 

of dog iHX 

devoted 

to the 

library. 


1 1 


1 1 


$284 23 




1 


48 16 
389 44 

172 00 


2 

4» 


Town 
appropria- 
tion for 
the library. 


1 1 


1 1 


1 1 
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1 


25 00 
69 61 

20 00 

400 00 

100 00 

60 00 

100 00 
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Books 

circulated 

for home 

use. 


910*8 


3,692 
1,183 
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8,470 
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• §gSS55&?i8^8 
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8 


Number 

of 

bound 

volumes. 
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»7pO 
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1,800 
1,076 
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5 


Valuation, 
1895, 
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1 1 


1,709,775 
668,286 




1,260,200 
288,100 

6,600,822 

1,108,770 
194,090 
652,306 

2.005,886 
909,950 
831,148 
650,522 

1,595,110 


3 

If 
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Popula- 
tion, ' 
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Number 
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libraries. 




1 


1 
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Other 

expenses. 




rH 
rH 
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»• tO Ok rH iH rH 


853 19 
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711 10 
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Paid 

for salaries 

and 

services. 
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4,170 78 

4,643 01 
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336 90 
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Bxpended 

for 

books and 

periodicals. 




7i 


666 33 
876 29 
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2,927 n 

400 00 

2,328 07 

2,401 66 

28 67 
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513 00 

175 06 


31 30 
831 30 
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1,056 93 
852 00 


Income 

from other 

sources. 




$1,100 00 
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1,574 04 
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190 16 
2 01 
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1,228 81 
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12 24 
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822 86 

26 22 
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1 


1,815 00 


Amount 

of dog tax 

devoted 
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1 
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1,733 66 
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Town 
appropria- 
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Number 

of 

bound 

volumes. 
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Valuation, 
1895. 
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of 
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Other 
expeneea. 


$36 00 
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46 00 

16 00 

152 48 

10 08 

14 36 

28 80 
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166 74 

13 45 

8 62 
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100 00 
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and 
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212 41 
16 00 
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30 00 
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$52 00 
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Expended 

for 
books and 
periodicals. 


$20 00 
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100 00 
860 06 

866 06 

162 35 

44 54 

2 50 

100 00 
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$120 85 

97 33 

89 90 
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Income 

from other 

sources. 
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59 81 
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Amount 

of dog tax 

devoted 

to the 

library. 
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$285 89 
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108 79 


Town 
appropria- 
tion for 
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Books 
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for home 
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Valuation, 
189S. 
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882,148 
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Appendix III. 



NAMES OF FEEE PUBLIC LIBRARIES 



AKD 



NAMES OF LIBEAEIANS. 



\ • 



NAMES OF FREE PUBLIC LIBRARIES AND NAMES 

OF LIBRARIANS. 



TOWM. 


Name of Ilbraiy. 


Name of librarian. 


Abington, • 


Abington Pabllc Library, 


Mary 0. Nash. 


Acton, . 


Acton Memorial Library, 


Mrs. Ida A. U. Tattle. 


Adams, • 


• 

Adams Fl«e Pabllc Library, . 


Lacy C. Richmond. 


Agawam, 


Agawam Pabllc Library, 


C. S. L. Hay ward. 


Alford, . 


Alford Free Town Library, . 


Bachael E. Ploss. 


Amesbnry, 


Amesbory Pabllc Library, • 


Snsan £. Woolfenden. 


Amherst, 


Amherst Library, .... 


Genevieve 8. Cooley. 


North Amherst, . 


North Amherst Library, . 


Etta Haskins. 


Andover, . 


Memorial Uall Library, . 


Ballard Holt. 


Ballardvale, 


Bradlee Library, .... 


Howell F. Wilson. 


Arlington, 


Robbins Library, .... 


Elizabeth J. Newton. 


Ashbomham, . 


Ashbarnham Public Library, . 


Lona M. Davis. 


Ashby, • 


Ashby Town Library, 


H. W. Barr. 


Ashfield, . 


Ashfield Library Association, . 


JalU A. Williams. 


Ashland, . 


Ashland Pabllc Library, • 


Ella F. Wiggins. 


Athol, • 


Athol Free Pabllc Library, . 


Mrs. M. S. Doane. 


Attleborongb, • 


Attleborongh Public Library, . 


Mrs. N. A. Blackinton. 


Aubam, . 


Aabum Free Pabllc Library, . 


Josie E. Pronty. 


Avon, 


Avon Pablic Library, 


Chas. N. Blanchard. 


Ayer, 


Ayer Library, 


Mabel H. Whitcomb. 


Barnstable, • 


Stargis Library, . • • . 


Elizabeth C. Nye. 


Cotuit, 


Cotait Library, . . . . 


Adeline F. Bearse. 


Osterville, . 


Osterville Pablic Library, 


Bertha Lovell. 


Barre, 


Barre Town Library, 


Mary E. Lane. 


Becket, . 


Becket Athenieam 


Mrs. Eliza Millard. 


Bedford, • 


Bedford Free Pablic Library, . 


Charlotte M. Corey. 


Belchertown, . 


Clapp Memorial Library, 


Lydia A. Barton. 


Bellingham, . 


Bellingham Free Pablic Library, . 


Sara T. Rockwood. 
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Names of Free Public Libraries^ etc. — Continued. 



Town. 



Kam« of Ilbraiy. 



Name of librarian. 



1 

Belmont, . 


Belmont Pablic Library, . 


Edward W. Brown. 


Berkley, . 


Berkley Town Library, . 


Julia R. Burt. 


Berlin, . 


Berlin Free Pablic Library, . 


Mary M. Babcock. 


Bernardston, . 


Cnshman Library, .... 


David H. Strong. 


Bererly, . 


Beverly Public Library, . 


Martha P. Smith. 


Billerlca, . 


Bennett Pablic Library, . 


Fannie S. Paige. 


Blackstone, . 


Blackstone Pablic Library, . 


William A. Cole. 


Blandford, 


• 

Blandford Free Public Library, 


Lena B. Knox. 


Bolton, . 


Bolton Public Library, . 


Fidelia C Newton. 


Boston, . 


Pablic Library of the City of Boston, 


Herbert Putnam. 


Boarne, . 


Bonme Free Library, 


Mrs. Nellie Avery. 


Boxboroagh, . 


Boxborough Free Pablic Library, . 


Mabel B. Priest. 


Boxford, . 
* West Boxford, . 


Boxford Pablic Library, . 
West Boxford Public Library, 


Gratuitous services of 

different ladies. 
Nellie M. Spofford. 


Boylston, • • 


Boylston Public Library, 


George L. Wright. 


Bradford, 


Bradford Public Library, 


Kate E. Johnson. 


Braintree, 


Thayer Pablic Library, . 


Abbie M. Arnold. 


Bridgewater, . 


Bridgewater Pablic Library, . 


Lucia L. Christian. 


Brimfield, 


Brlmfleld Public Library, 


M. Anna Tarbell. 


Brockton, 


Brockton Pablic Library, 


Myra F. Southworth. 


Brookfield, . 


Merrick Public Library, . 


Eliza R. Hobbs. 


Brookline, 


Public Library of Brookline, . 


Charles K. Bolton. 


Bnckland, 


Buckland Public Church Library, . 


A. C. Hodges. 


Burlington, . 


Burlington Town Library, 


Florence I. Foster. 


Cambridge, . 


Cambridge Public Library, 


Wmiam L. R. Gifford. 


Canton, . 


Canton Public Library, . 


Jennie A. Hewett. 


Carlisle, . 


Carlisle Free Public Library, . 


Thomas A. Green. 


Carver, . 


Carver Free Public Library, . 


Albert T. ShurtleflF. 


Charlemont, . 


Charlemont Free Town Library, . 


Lizzie M. Temple. 


Charlton, 


Charlton Free Public Library, 


J. Fremont Rich. 


Chatham, 


Chatham Public Library, 


Phebe H. Lewis. 


Chelmsford, . 


Free Public Library of Chelmsford, 


H. A. Cornell. 


Chelsea, . 


Fitz Pubhc Library, 


Medora J. Simpson. 
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Chester, . 


Chester Public Library, • 


Gertrude Burcham. 


Cbesterfieldy • 


Chesterfield Town Library, 


Clayton N. Rhoades. 


Chicopee, 


Chicopee City Library, • 


George V.Wheelock. 


Chilmark, 


Chilmark Free Public Library, 


Florence B. May hew. 


Clinton, . 


Bigelow Free Public Library, . 


Charlotte L. Greene. 


Cohasset, 


Cohasset Free Public Library, 


Sarah B. Collier. 


Colrain, • 


Colrain Free Library, , 


Katherine H. Cram. 


Concord, . 


Concord Free Public Library, • 


Ellen F. Whitney. 


Conway, • 


Conway Town Library, , 


Henry W. Billings. 


Cottage City, . 


Cottage City Free Public Library, . 


Abbie M. Vedder. 


Cammington, . 


Bryant Free Library, 


L. H. Tower. 


Balton, . 


Dalton Free Public Library, . 


Carlotta Bicknell. 


Dana, 


Dana Free Public Library, 


Nellie L. Whipple. 


Danvers, . 


Peabody Institute Library, 


Emilie K. Davis. 


Dartmouth, . 


Dartmouth Free Public Library, . 


Thomas J. Barry. 


Dedham, • 


Dedham Public Library, . 


Frances M. Mann. 


Deerfield, 


South Deerfield Free Public Library, 


David Fay. 


Pocumtuck Valley 
Association. 
DightoD, • 


Library of the Pocumtuck Valley 

Memorial Association. 
Dighton Free Public Library, . 


George Sheldon. 
Addle W. French. 


Douglas, . 


Douglas Free Public Library, . 


Mrs. A. L. Bafiington. 


Dover, . .^ . 


Dover Town Library, 


Amy C. Jones. 


Dunstable, 


Dunstable Free Public Library, 


Lizzie A. Swallow. 


Duxbnry, 


Duxbnry Free Library, . 


W. W. Wood. 


East Bridgewater, . 


East Bridgewater Public Library, . 


Lucy L. Siddall. 


Eastbam, 


Eastham Free Public Library, 


Mrs. Herbert Clark. 


Easthampton, . 


Public Library Association, . 


Dorcas C. Miller. 


Eas'ton, . 


Ames Free Library, • • • . 


Mary L. Lamprey. 


Edgartown, . 


Edgartown Free Public Library, . 


Eunice C. Ripley. 


Egremont, 


Egremont Free Library, . 


C. O'Neil. 


Enfield, . 


Enfield Library Association, . 


Ada L. Harwood. 


Erving, . 


Erving Town Library, . 


P. L. Rankin. 


Essex, . 


T. 0. H. p. Bumham Public Library, 


J. Hortense Woodman. 


Everett, . 


Everett Public Library, . 


Prlscllla F. Hagar. 
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Fairhayen, 


The Millicent Library, . 


D. C. Stevens. 


Fall River, 




Fall River Pablic Library, 


William R. Balhird. 


Falmouth, 




Falmouth Free Public Library, 


Clara L. Davis. 


Fltchborg, 




FHchbnrg Public Library, 


Prescott C.Rice. 


Florida, . 




Florida Free Library, 


L. F. Whitcomb. 


Foxborongh, . 




B<^den Library, .... 


Mary D. Torrey. 


FramlDgbam, . 




Framlngham Town Library, . 


Emma L. Clarke. 


Franklin, 




Franklin Library Association, « 


Mrs. Ella G. Campbell. 


Freetown, 




Freetown Public Library, 


C. I. Hatheway. 


Gardner, . 




Levi Hey wood Memorial Library, . 


Nelly S. Osgood. 


Georgetown, . 




Georgetown Peabody Library, 


Mrs. Sarah A. Holt. 


Gill, . . 




Gill Free Public LibJrary, 


Mrs. Henry Purple. 


Gloncester, 




Sawyer Free Library, 


- 


Goshen, • 




Goshen Free Public Library, . 


Mrs. E. A. Godfrey 


Gosnold, . 




Free Public Library of Gosnold, . 


Bertha S. Stetson. 


Grafton, . 




Grafton Free Public Library, . 


Hattie S. Mann. 


Granby, . 




Granby Public Library, . 

* 


George L. Murray. 


Granville, 




Granville Free Public Library, 


George A. Beckwith. 


Great Barringt 


on, . 


Great Barrington Free Library, 


Harriet L. Sheldon.' 


Greenfield, 




Greenfield Free Library, . 


Emma W, Tyler. 


Greenwich, 




Greenwich Public Library, 


Fannie P. Walker. 


Groton, . 




Groton Free Public Library, . 


Emma F. Blood. 


Groveland, 




Groveland Public Library, 


Mrs. M. A . C. Campbell. 


Halifax, . 




Holmes Public Library, . 


James T. Thomas. 


Hamilton, 




Hamilton Public Library, 


A. L. Devens. 


Hampden, 




Hampden Public Library, 


Mrs. J. Q. Adams. 


Hancock, 




Hancock Public Library, . 


Daniel Shepardson. 


Hanover, 




Hanover Free Library, . 


Emily E. Sylvester. 


Hardwlck, 




Hardwlck Free Town Library, 


Hannah Spooner. 


Harvard, 




Harvard Public Library, . 


Emma Willard. 


Harwich, 




Brooks Free Library, 


Phosa C. Tobey. 


Hatfield, . 




Hatfield Public Library, . 


John H. Sanderson. 


Haverhill, 




Haverhill Public Library, 


Edward Capen. 
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Hawley, . 
Heath, • 
Hingham, 

Nantaakett 
Hinsdale, 
Holbrook, 
Holden, . 
Holland, . 
Holliston, 
Holyoke, 
Hopedale, 
Hopkioton, 
Habbardston, 
Hudsoo, . 
Hull, 

Hantington, 
Hyde Park, 
Ipswich, . 
Kingston, 
Lancaster, 
Lanesboiongh 
Lawrence, 
XiCe, . . 
Leicester, 
Lenox, . 
Leominster, 
Leverett, • 
Lexington, 
Leyden, . 
Lincoln, . 
Littleton, 
Longmeadow, 
Lowell, . 



Hawley Free Library, 
Heath Free Pablic Library, 
Hingham Pablic Library, 
Nantasket Public Library, 
Hinsdale Pablic Library, 
Holbrook Public Library, 
Gale Free Library, . 
Holland Public Library, . 
HoUiston Public Library, 
Holyoke Public Library, . 
Hopedale Free Pablic Library, 
Hopkinton Public Library, 
Hubbardston Public Library, 
Hudson Pablic Library, . 
Hull School Library, 
Huntington Free Public Library, 
Hyde Park Public Library, 
Ipswich Free Public library. 
Lend a Hand Club, . 
Lancaster Town Library, 
Lanesborougb Town Library, 
Lawrence Free Public Libi«ry, 
Lee Public Library, . 
Leicester Public Library, 
Lenox Library Association, 
Leominster Public Library, 
Leverett Free Public Library, 
Gary Library, . 
Leyden Free Public Library, 
Lincoln Public Library, . 
Reuben Hoar Library, . 

City Library of Lowell, . 



Florence S. Bissell. 
H. Kh:k Smith. 
Hawkes Fearing. 
Carrie T. Richardson. 
P. R. Birmingham. 
Zenas A. French. 
Mrs. Addie M. Holden. 
William F. BisseU. 
Josephine Rockwood. 
Sarah E. Ely. 
F. H. French. 
C. Isabelle Baker. 
Clara E. Marean. 
Grace M. Whittemore. 

James F» Gtooan. 
Mrs.H.A.B.Thompson. 
Lydia A. Caldwell. 
Helen Holmes. 
Ella S. Wood. 
Charles J. Palmer. 
Frederic H. Hedge. 
Georgia B. Potter. 
Eldora S. Loring. 
Mary G. Tanner. 
James M. Bronsoo. 
Mrs. C. F. Fiary. 
Florence Whitcher. 
Annie V. Miner. 
Hulda A. Howes. 
S. F. White. 

Frederick A. Chase. 
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Toim. 



KameofUbnuy. 



"Suae of llbmrlan. 



LndloWy . 

Lunenburg, 

Lynn, 

Lynnfleld, 

Maiden, • 

Manchester, 

^lansfield, 

Marblehead, 

Marlon, • 

Marlborongb, 

Marshfield, 

Mashpee, 

Mattapoisett, 

Maynard, 

Medfleld, 

Medford, . 

Medway, 

Melrose, . 

Mendon, • 

Merrimac, 

Metbnen, 

Mlddleborongb, 

Middlefield, 

Middleton, 

Milford, . 

Millbury, 

Millls, . 

Milton, • 

Monroe, • 

Monson, • 

Montague, 

Monterey, 

Montgomery, 



Hnbbard Memorial Library, • 

Lunenburg Public Library, 

Lynn Free Public Library, 

Lynnfleld Public Library, 

Maiden Public Library, • 

Manchester Public Library, . 

Mansfield Public Library, 

Abbot Public Library, • 

Tabor Library 

Marlborough Public Library, . 

Marshfield Free Library, . • 

Mashpee Public Library, 

Mattapoisett Free Public Library, . 

Maynard Public Library, • 

Medfield Public Library, . 

Medford Public Library, . • 

Medway Free Public Library, 

Melrose Public Library, . • 

Taft Public Library, 

Merrimac Public Library, • 

NeYins Memorial Library, • 

Middleborough Public Library, 

Middlefield Public Library, . 

Flint Public Library, 

Milford Town Library, • • 

Millbury Town Library, . • 

Millis Free Public Library, . 

Milton Public Library, • 

Monroe Free Public Library, . 

Monson Free Library and Reading 

Room ARsociation. 
Montague Public Library, • 

Monterey Free Library, • . 



Mabel R. Gk>ve. 
L. Frances Jones. 
John C. Houghton. 
Elizabeth W. Green. 
Lizzie A. Williams. 

D. L. Bingham. 

Grace M. Cobb. 

Mary G. Brown. 

Mary Allen. 

Sarah E. Cotting. 

Rosa M. Sprague. 

Darius Coombs. 

Temporarily supplied. 

Sarah F. Nyman. 

Lucretia Johnson. 

Mary E. Sargent. 

Mrs. Anna Fales. 

Carrie M. Worthen. 

Sara F. Towne. 

Louise C. Brackett. 

Jane B. Crocker. 

Adelaide E. L. 

Thatcher. 
Lucy S. Newton. 

Samuel Fletcher. 

Nathaniel Blake. 

Heory T. MaxwelL 

Bessie F. Clark. 

E. K. Chapman. 

F. W. Whitcomb. 
Nellie F. Squier. 
Kate A. Armstrong. 
Jessie A. Townsend. 
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Mount Wftshington, 
Nahant, . 
Natick, • 
Natick, . 
Needham, 
New Ashford, 
New Bedford, 
New Braintree 
New Salem, 
Newburyport, 
Newton, . 
Norfolk, . 
North Adams, 
North AndoTer, 
North Attleboroagh, 
North Brookfield, . 
North Beading, 
Northampton, 
Florence^ • 
Northborongh, 
Northbridge, 
Northfield, 
Norton, . 
Norwood, 
Oakham, . 
Orange, . 
Orleans, . 
Otis, 

Oxford, . 
Palmer, . 
Paxton, . 
Peabody, 
Peabody, 



Monnt Washington Public Library, 

Nahant Pnblie Library, . 

Morse Institate Library, . 

Bacon Free Library, . • 

Needham Free Public Library, 

New Ashford Public Library, • 

Free Public library of the City of 

New Bedford. 
New Braintree Public Library, 

New Salem Public Library, • • 

Newburyport Public Library, • 

Newton Free Library, 

Norfolk Public Library, . 

North Adams Free Public Library, 

North AndoYCr Public Library, 

Richards Memorial Library, • 

North Brookfield Free Public Li- 

brary and Reading-room. 
Flint Memorial Library, . 

Northampton Public Library, . 

Lilly Free Library, . . • . 

Northborongh Free Library, . 

WhitinsTille Social Library, . 

Northfield Public Library, 

Norton Public Library, . 

Norwood Public Library, 

Oakham Free Public Library, 

Orange Free Public Library, . 

The Snow Library, .... 

Free Public Library of Otis, . 

Oxford Free Public Library, • 

Young Men's Library Association, . 

Paxton Free Public Library, . 

Peabody Institute Library, 

£ben Dale Sutton Reference Library, 






Howard Lamson. 
Caroline Johnson. 
Nellie L. Fox. 
Adehdde Williams. 
Riella J. Dunn. 
Charles S. Baker. 
R. C. Ingraham. 
Julia F. Wilcox. 
Venice Marshall. 
John D. Parsons. 
Elizabeth Thurston. 
Walter L. Sykes. 
C. A. Dunton. 
Hannah Quealy. 
Lrene W. Day. 
Mrs. E. E. Ludden. 
Sarah H. Whitcomb. 
Caroline S. Laidley. 
Mary A. Fuller. 
Mrs. S. E. Emery. 
Mrs. W. H. Fuller. 
Mrs. F. J. Stockbridge. 
Emily A. Titus. 
Faustina Thompson. 
F. E. Davis. 
Mrs. W. M. Pomeroy. 
Hiram Myers. 
Mrs. E. Davison. 
Eva C. Tufts. 
Charles B. Fiske. 
Herbert S. Robinson. 
J. Warren Upton. 
Augusta F. Daniels. 
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KanMof llbimiy. 



Kame of UbntfUn. 



Pelbam, • 
Pembroke, 

Pepperell, 

Pern, 

Petersham, 

Phillipston, 

Fittefield, 

PlainflelJ, 

Plymoath, 

Fljmpton, 

Prescott, . 

Princeton, 

Provincetown, 

Quincj, • 

Randolph, 

Rajnham, 

Beading, 

Rehoboth, 

Revere, . 

Richmond, 

Rochester, 

Rockland, 

Rockport, 

Rowe, 

Rowley, . 

Roy^ton, 

Russell, . 

Rutland, • 

Salem, 

Salisbury, 

Sandisfield, 

Sandwich, 

Saugus,^ . 



Pelham Free Public Library, 
Pembroke Free Library, . 
Pepperell Pablic Library, 
Free Pablic Library of Peru, 
Petersham Memorial Library, 
PhiUips Free Pablic Library, 
Berkshire Athenseam, 
Plainfleld Pablic Library, 
Plymouth Pablic Library, 
Plympton Free Pablic Library, 
Prescott Free Pablic Library, 
Princeton Public Library, 
Provincetown Pablic Library, 
Thomas Crane Pablic Library, 
Turner Free Library, 
Raynham Free Library, . 
Reading Public Library, . 
The Blanding Library, . 
Revere Pablic Library, . 
Free Public Library of Richmond, . 
Free Public Library, 
Rockland Public Library, 
Rockport Public Library, 
Rowe Town Library, 
Rowley Free Pablic Library, 
Raymond Public Library, 
Russell Free Public Library, 
Rutland Free Public Library, 
Salem Public Library, 
Salisbury Free Public Library, 
Sandisfield Free Public Library, 
Sandwich Free Pablic Library, 
Saugus Free Pablic Library, . 



Mary A. Keith. 

Ellen F. Cox. 

Mra. M. Fannie Shat- 

tuck. 
Charles S. French. 

Mrs. Emmerson Ood- 

dard. 
Mrs. T. H. Chaffln. 

H. H. Ballard. 

Julia F. Sean. 

Nellie Thomas. 

John Sherman. 

Henry L. Berry. 

Susie A. Davis. 

Hattie M. Dyer. 

Amelia L. Bumpus. 

Charles C. Farnham. 

Edith Thompson. 

Lizaie S. Cox. 

William H. Marvel. 

Hattie T. Fenno. 

T. C. Luce. 

Sarah A. Haskell. 

Amelia Pool. 

Elsie M. Dann. 

Mrs F. W. Newell. 

Catharine N. Migbill. 

Lizzie W. Chase. 

Mrs A. W. Goodrich. 

Mrs. L. H. Foster. 

Gardner M. Jones. 

F. A. Chapin. 

Ella E. Merrill. 

Delia R. Baker. 

Emma E. Newhall. 
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Tomi. 



Kama of Ubmy. 



Name of librarian. 



SaToy, . 

Sharon, . 

Sheffield, . 

Shelbnme, 

Sherborn, 

Shirley, . 

Shrewsbury, 

Shutesbury, 

Somerrille, 

SoQthampton, 

Sonthborongh, 

Sonthbridge, 

Sonthwick, 

Spencer, . 

Springfield, 

Sterling, . 

Stockbridgo, 

Stoneham, 

Stonghton, 

Stow, 

Storbridge, 

Sudbury, 

Sunderland, 

Sutton, . 

Swampsoott, 

Taunton, 

Templeton, 

Tewksbury, 

Tlsbury, . 

Tolland, . 

Topsfield, 

Townsend, 

Truro, 



Sayoy Free Fnblic Library, . 

Sharon Public Library, .. 

Sheffield Free Town Library, . 

Shelbnme Free Public Library, 

Sherbom Town Library^ • • 

Shirley Public Library, . 

Shrewsbury Free Public Library, . 

Shutesbnry Free Public Library, • 

SomerYille Public Library, 

Southampton Library Association, . 

Fay Library, 

Southbridge Public Library, . 

Free Public Library of Sonthwick, • 

Richard Sagden Public Library, . 

City Library Association of Spring- 
field. 
Sterling Free Public Library, . 

The Stockbridge Library Association, 

Stoneham Free Public Library, 

Stonghton Public Library, 

Randall Public Library, . 

Sturbridge Public Library, 

The Goodnc^w Library, . 

Sanderland Public Library, 

Sutton Free Library, 

Swampscott Public Library, 

Taunton Public Library, . 

Boynton Public Library, . 

Tewksbury Public Library, 

Library Association, 

Tolland Free Library, 

Topsfield, Town Library, . 

Townsend Public Library, 

Truro Town Library, 



Emma A. Baker. 
J. M. Dewey. 
Mercy A. Anderson. 
M. N. Clark. 
Trustees. 

Mabel E. Knowlton. 
Mary L. Clark. 
John S. Hayes. 
Julia B. Strong. 
Francena E. Buck. 
Harriet H. Stanley. 
Mrs. Frank Struthers. 
N. A. Cutter. 
William Rice. 
Mary D. Peck. 
Caroline P. Wells. 
M. H. Royce. 
Mattie S. Hussey. 
S. M. Lawrence. 
Mrs. F. A. Whittemore. 
Miss S. Cutter. 
Abbie T. Montague. 
Sarah M. Mills. 
S. Louise Honors. 
Joshua E. Crane. 
H. F. Lane. 
Amy F. Coggin. 

Wilbert Mann. 
Susan C. Haven. 
Frances J. Worcester. 
Mrs. Solomon Ryder. 
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Name of Ubrarlan. 



TjDgsborongb, 

Tyringham, 

Upton, . 

Uxbridge, 

Wakefield, 

Walpole, 

Waltham, 

Wars, 

Wareham, 

Warren, . 

Warwick, 

Watertown, 

Wajland, 

Webster, . 

Wellesley, 

Wellfleet, 

Wendell, . 

Wenbam, 

West Boylston, 

West Bridgewater, 

West Brookfield, 

West Newbnry, 

West Springfield, 

West Stockbridge, 

West Tisbnry, 

Westborongh, 

Westfield, 

Westford, 

Westbampton, 

Westminster, • 

Weston, • 

Westport, 

Weymonth, • 



Tyngsborongh Public Library, 
Tyriogbam Free Pnblic Library, • 
Upton Town Library, 
Thayer Memorial Library, 
Beebe Town Library, 
Walpole PnbUc Library, • 
Waltham Pnblic Library, 
Tonng Men's Library Association, • 
Wareham Free Library, . 
Warren Public Library, . 
Warwick Free Library, . 
Free Pnblic Library of Watertown, 
Way land Free Pnblic Library, 
Webster Pnblic Library, . 
Wellesley Free Library, • 
Free Pnblic Library of Wellfleet, . 
Wendell Free Library, . 
Wenbam Pnblic Library, 
West Boylston Pnblic Library, 
West Bridgewater Pnblic Library, • 
Merriam Pnblic Library, . 
West Newbnry Pnblic Libi;^ry, 
West Springfield Pnblic Library, . 
West Stockbridge Free Library, 
West Tisbnry Free Pnblic Library, 
Westborongh Pnblic Library, . 
Westfield Athensenm, 
Westford Public Library, 
Reunion Library of Westhampton, 
Westminster Town Library, . 
Weston Town Library, . 
Westport Free Public Library, 
The Tufts Library 



Ellen Lydia Perham. 

Lnia Tinker. 

Mrs. L. C. Sadler. 

Nettie B. Crocker. 

Mrs. H. A. Shepard. 

Nettie S. Oongh. 

Mrs. M. E. Bill. 

H. B. Hayden. 

Fanny B. Sawyer. 

Dr. J. W. Hastings. 

Clara A. Jones. 

Solon F. Whitney. 

Sarah E. Heard. 

Mrs. Phoebe Kings- 
bury. 
Julia F. Jennings. 

Cora M. Higgins. 

Julia Kayana. 

Henry A. Monlton. 

Mrs. E. M. Jewell. 

Charlotte E. Wilbur. 
Caroline Carr. 

Mrs. Julian Williams. 
Cyrus Manter. 

Mary H. Bisbee. 
Carrie E. Keed. 
George E. Knight. 
Mrs. S. C. Warner. 
Elizabeth S. White. 
Mary E. Taylor. 
Caroline Blanchard. 
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Town. 



Name of libnurj. 



Name of Ubrarlao. 



Whately, 

Whitman, 

Wilbraham, . 

WilliaiDstown, 

BlackirUon, . 

South WiUiamt- 
town, 
WilmiDgton, • 

Winchendon, . 

Winchester, . 

Windsor, 

Winthrop, 

Wobnrn, . 

Worcester, 

Worthington, . 

Wrentham, 

Tarmonth, 



Whately Public Library, 

Whitman Public Library, 

Free Public Library, 

Williamstown Public Library, 

BlackintoD Free Library, 

South Williamstown Public Library, 

Wilmington Public Library, • 

Winchendon Public Library, • 

Winchester Public Library, . 

Windsor Free Public Library, 

Winthrop Public Library, 

Wobum Public Library, . • . 

Free Public Library of the City of 

Worcester. 
Worthington Free Library, 

Wrentham Public Library, 

Yarmouth Library Association, 



Mary B. Gk>uld. 

Miss £. 8. Spilsted. 

Eunice E. Bell. 

Lucy F. Curtis. 

0. A. Archer. 

Alice E. Sabin. 

Mrs. F. A. Morse. 

Mrs. M. L. Manzer. 

Cora A. Quhnby. 

J. W. Nichols, Darins 
Bird, Mrs. Joel Shaw. 
Flora £. Pomroy. 

WUliam B. Cutter. 

Samuel S. Green. 

Katharine M. Bice. 

Mary A. Smith. 

Mrs. G. P. Matthews. 



Appejstdix IV. 



A ROLL OF HOITOR.^ 



LIST OF DONORS OF FREE PUBLIC LIBRARY 
BUILDINGS IN MASSACHUSETTS. 



V- 



DONORS OF PUBLIC LIBRABT BUILDINGS IN 

MASSACHUSETTS. 



Acton, 
Andoyer, . 
Arlington, 
AoJlbarnham, 
Ayer, 

Barnstable, 
Bane, • 
Becket, . 
Belcbertown, 
Bemardston, 
Billerica, . 
Blandford, 

Boxford, . 

Braintree, 

Brookfield, 

Backland, 

Cambridge, 

Carlisle, . 

Charlemont, 

Chelmsford, 

Chelsea, • 

Concord, . 

Cammington, 

Dalton, • 

Dedham, . 

Duxbnry, 

Easthampton, 

Easton, . 

Essex, 

Everett, . 

Fairharen, 

Fitchburg, 

Freetown, . 

Qardner, . 

Georgetown, 

Gloucester, 



Gift of Hon. William A. Wilde of Maiden. 

Gift of citizens. 

Gift of Mrs. Maria C. Bobbins of Brooklyn, N. Y. 

Gift of Mr. George F. Stevens. 

Gift of Mr. Frederick F. Ayer of New York. 

Gift of Hon. William Stnrgis. 

Gift of Mr. Henry Woods of Boston. 

Gift of Miss Blanche Perkins. 

Gift of John Francis Clapp. 

Gift of Hon. Henry W. Cashman. 

Gift of Mrs. Joshua Bennett. 

Gift of Mrs. Josephine E. S. Pcrler of Hartford* 

Conn. 
Purchased by subscription. 

Gift of Gen. Sylvanus Thayer. 

Gift of William A. Banister. 

Gift of citizens. 

Gift of Frederick H. Rindge. 

Mrs. Joanna Gleason of Sudbury. 

Gift of E. R. Goodnow and others. 

Gift of Amos F. Adams. 

Gift of Hon. Eustace C. Fitz. 

Gift of William Munroe. 

Gift of William CuUen Bryant. 

Gift of the Crane family. 

Built by bequests and gifts of citizens. 

Gift of Mrs. George W. Wright. 

Gift of Mrs. Emily G. Williston. 

Gift of Hon. Oliver Ames and Mrs. Sarah L. Ames. 

Bequest of T. O. H. P. Bumham. 

Memorial of F. E. Parlin by his parents. 

Gia of Mr. Henry H. Rogers. 

Gift of Hon. Rodney Wallace. 

Gift of Mrs. E. Florence Hathaway Crowell. 

Gift of children of Levi Hey wood. 

Gift of George Peabody. 

Gift of Samuel E. Sawyer. 
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Donors of Public 

Qroton, • 
Hatfield, . 
Harvard, . 
Hayerbill, 
Hingham, 
Hinsdale, . 
Holden, • 
Hopklnton, 
HubbardflCon, 
Ipswich, • 
Lancaster, 

Lawrence, 
Leicester, . 

Lincoln, . 
Littleton, . 
Ladlow, . 
Maiden, . 
Manchester, 
Marion, • 
Marshfield, 
Medford, . 
Methuen, . 
Middleton, 
Monson, • 
Natick, 

South Natick f 
Newbaryport, 
Newton, • 
Northampton, 

Florencet 
North Attleborongh 
North Brookfield, 
North Reading, 
Northboroagh, 
Norton, . 
Orleans, . 
ralmer, • 
Peabody, • 
Petersham, 
Pittsfield, . 
Princeton, 
Provincetown, 
Qnincy, . 
Randolph, 



Library Buildinga in MaasachuseUs — Continued. 

• Partly the gift of Mrs. Charlotte Sibley. 
. Beqaest of Samuel H. Dickinson. 
. Mainly the gift of natives of the town. 
. Gift of Hon. £. J. M. Hale and other citizens. 

• Gia of Hon. Albert Fearing. 

. Gift of citizens. 

. Hon. S. C. Gale of Minneapolis. 

. Gift of natives and residents of the town. 

. Gift of Jonas G. Clark. 

. Gift of Capt. Angastine Heard. 

. Mainly the gift of Nathaniel Thayer and other 

(-itisens« 
. Gift of Mrs. N. G. White and Miss £. A. Whit«. 

. Gift of Lory S. Watson, Dr. Pliny Earle, D. Mer- 

riam and others. 
. Gilt of George G. TarbeH. 

. Gift of hehrs of William S. Honghton. 

. Gift of hehrs of Charles T. Hubbard. 

. Gift of Hon. Elisha S. Converse and his wife. 

. Gift of T. Jefferson Coolidge. 

. Gift of Mrs. Elizabeth Tabor of New Bedford. 

. Bequest of Seth Yentress. 

. Gift of Mr. Thatcher Magoun. 

. Gift of hehrs of David Nevins. 

. Bequest of Hon. Charles L. Flint. 

. Gift of heirs of Horatio Lyon. 

. Bequest of Miss Mary Ann Morse. 

. Bequest of Oliver Bacon. 

. Gift of citizens. 

. Gift of Hon. J. Wiley Edmunds and otner citizens. 

. Built partly by subscriptions. 

. Gift of Alfred T.Lilly. 

. Gift of heirs of Edmund I. and Lucy M. Richards. 

. Mainly the gift of Mr. Erasmus Haston. 

. Gift of Mrs. Charles L. Flint. 

. Gift of Mr. Cyrus Gale. 

. Gift of Mrs. Eliza B. Wheaton. 

. Built partly by subscriptions. 

• Built by an association. 
. Gift of George Peabody. 
. Built mainly by subscriptions. 
. Gift of Hon. Thomas Allen. 
. Gift of Edward A. Goodnow. 
. Gift of Hon. Nathan Freeman. 
. Gift of heirs of Thomas Crane. 

• Gift of heirs of Col. Royal Turner. 
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Donors of Public 

Rehoboth» 
Rochester, 
Salem, • 
Sblrlej, . 
Southbridge, 
Spencer, . 
Springfield, 
Sterling, • 
Stockbridge, 
Stow, • 
Sudbnry, . 
Uzbridge, 
Ware, 
Warren, . 
Watertown, 
Wellesley, 
West firookfleld, 
Westfleld, 
Westford, 
Weymouth, 

Wobum, . 
Taimonth, 



Library BuUdinga in MasacichuseUs — Concluded. 

. Gift of Darios Goff of Pawtncket, R. I. 

. Partly the gift of Mrs. E. G. Leonard. 

. Gift of estate of Capt. John Bertram. 

. Beqnest of Mrs. Betsey D. Hazen. 

• Gift of Holmes Anmiidown of New York. 

. Gift of Rf chard Sngden. 

. Built by the City Libnuy ABSodation. 

. Gift of Edward Conant. 

. Gift of Hon. John Z. Goodrich. 

. Gift of Miss Belinda L. Randall. 

. Bequest of John Gkx>dnow. 

. Gift of Hon. Edward C. Thayer of Eeene, N. H. 

. Gift of Hon. William Hyde. 

. Built by subscriptions. 

. Built partly by subscriptions. 

. Gift of Mr H. H. Hunnewell. 

. Gift of Charles Merriam. 

. Gift of Mr. Hiram Harrison. 

. Gift of J. Yamum Fletcher. 

. Gift of Quincy Tnfts and his sister, Miss Susan 

Tufts. 

. Bequest of Charles Bowers Winn. 

. Gift of Mr. Nathan Matthews. 



APPEIJfDIX Y. 



Free Public Library Laws 



OF 



MASSACHUSETTS. 



FEEE PUBLIC LIBEAET LAWS OF MASSACHUSETTS. 



1882. 

The Public Statutea, Chapter 40. 

Law Librabies. 

Section 1. Law library associations heretofore organized in any connty except 
Suffolk shall be snbject to the provisions of this chapter relating? to such corporations. 

Sect. 2. The attorneys at law admitted to practice in the courts of the common- 
wealth, and resident in a county for which there is no law library association, may 
organize themselres by the name of the Law Library Association for such county ; 
and, when so organized, shall be a corporation for the purpose of holding and man- 
aging the law hbrary belonging to the county, and may adopt by-laws for that par- 
pose, subject to the approval of the justices of the superior court. 

Sect. 3. The derk of the courts in any county in which no such association has 
been organized may, upon the application of seven attorneys at law resident therein, 
call a meeting for the purpose of such organization by posting up notifications thereof 
in some convenient place in any court-house of the county ; which meeting shall be 
held during the term of the superior court commencing next after ten days from the 
time of posting up such notification. The clerk shall preside at such meeting until 
a clerk of the association is chosen. 

Sect. 4. The officers of such an association shall be a clerk, treasurer, and libra- 
rian, and their duties shall be defined by the by-laws. 

Sect. 5. Every inhabitant of a county in which such association is organized may 
use the books in the library, subject to such regulations as may be prescribed by the 
association with the approval of the superior court. 

Town and Citt Libraries. 

Sect. 9. Any town or city may establish and maintain a public library therein, 
with or without branches, for the use of the inhabitants thereof, and may provide 
suitable rooms therefor, under such regulations for its government as may from time 
to time be prescribed by the inhabitants of the town or by the city council. 

Sect. 10. Any town may at a legal meeting grant and vote money for the estab- 
lishmentj maintenance, or increase of a public library therein, and for erecting or 
providing suitable buildings or rooms therefor ; and may receive, hold, and manage 
any devise, bequest, or donation for the establishment, increase, or maintenance of 
any such library. 

Sect. 11. The city government of a city or the selectmen of a town, in which there 
is a public library owned and maintained by such city or town, may place in such 
library, for the use of the inhabitants, such books, reports, and laws as have been or 
may be received from the commonwealth. 

Appropriation op Monet for Libraries. 

Section 10 of chapter 227 of the Public Statutes provides that the towns may at 
legal meetings grant and vote such sums as they judge necessary for maintaining 
any library therein to which the inhabitants are allowed free access for the purpose 
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of ntlng tbe books on the premises, and for establishing and maintaining a public 
reading room, in connection with and under the control of the manager of sach 
libxary. 

The Doo Tax. 

Section 107 of chapter 102 of the Public Statotes provides that tbe money receiyed 
for dog licenses a d reftanded to the towns shall be expended for the support of 
public libraries or schools. 

Dbtaoino Books, PAPBita, etc. 

Section 79 of chapter 253 of the Public Statutes provides that whoever wilfhllj and 
roaliciouslj or wantonly and without cause writes upon, injures, defaces, tears or 
destroys a book, plate, picture, engraving or statue belonging to a law, town, city or 
other public library, shall be punished by a fine of not less than five nor more than 
fifty dollars, or by imprisonment in the Jail not exceeding six months. 

1883. 

An Act to prevent the ixrllftLl detention of books, ne'wspapers, maff a- 
zines, pamphlets or manuscripts of certain libraries. 

[Chapter 77, AoU of 1S83.] 

Btf it enaetedt etc.p aa follows : 

Section I. Whoever wilfhlly and maliciously or wantonly and without cause 
detains any book, newspaper, magazine, pamphlet, or manuscript belonging to a 
law, town, city or other public or incorporated library, for thirty days after notice 
in writing, from the librarian of such library, given after the expiration of the time 
which by the regulations of such library, such book, newspaper, magazine, pamphlet, 
or manuscript may be kept, shall be punished by a fine of not less than one nor 
more than twenty-five dollars, or by imprisonment in the jail not exceeding six 
months. 

Sect. 2. The notice required by the foregoing section shall bear upon its face a 
copy of this act. 

Sect. 3. This act shall take effect upon its passage. [Approved March 24 y 1 883. "] 

An Act for the better protection of property of pertain libraries. 

[Chapter 81, AcU of 1883.] 

Bs t^ enacted, etc., tu/bllotos : 

Section 1. Section seventy-nine of chapter two hundred and three of the Public 
Statutes is hereby amended so as to read as follows : — Whoever wilfully and ma- 
liciously or wantonly and without cause writes upon, injures, defaces, tears or 
destroys a book, plate, picture, engraving, map, newspaper, msgazine, pamphlet, 
manuscript, or statue belonging to a law, town, city or other public or incorporated 
library, shall be punished by a fine of not less than five nor more than fifty dollars, 
or by imprisonment in the Jail not exceeding six months. 

Sect. 2. This act shall take efbct upon its passage. [Approved March 24, J 883.] 

188o« 

i 

An Act to protect persons usingr public libraries f^om disturbance. 

[Acts of 1885, chapter 225.] 

Be it enacted, etc., ae follows : 

Whoever wilfully disturbs persons assembled in a public library or reading room 
connected therewith, by making a noise or in any other manner, during the time in 
which such library or reading room is open to the public, shall be punished by im- 
prisonment in the Jail not exceeding thirty days, or by fine not exceeding fifty dollars. 
[Approved May 12, 1883*} 
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1888. 

An Act concerninGT the election and the powers and duties of trustees 
of ft'ee public libraries or of tree public libraries and reading- 
rooms, in towns. 

[Acts of 1&88» chapter 304.] 

Be it enacted, etc., aafoHoioa : 

Section 1. Every town which raises or appropriates money for the support of a 
free public library, or free public library and reading-room that is owned by the 
town, shall at its annual meeting, or at a legal town meeting appointed and notified 
for that purpose by the selectmen, elect a board of trustees, except in cases where 
such library has been or may be acquired by the town, in whole or in part, by some 
donation or bequest containing other conditions or provisions for the elections of its 
truste«^7 or for its care and management, which conditions have been accepted and 
agreed to by vote of the town. 

[Section 2 amended by chapter 112, Acts of 1880.] 

Sect. 2. Said board of trustees shall consist of any number of persons divisible 
by three not exceeding nine in all which the town may decide to elect, one-third 
thereof to be elected annually and to continue in office for three years, except that 
the town shall first elect one-third of the trustees for one year, one-third for two 
years and one-third for three years, and thereafter one-third the number annually 
for the term of three years. No person shall be ineligible to serve upon said board 
of trustees by reason of sex. Such board of trustees shall be elected by ballot, and 
shall organize annually by the choice of a chairman and secretary from their own 
number. 

Sect. 3. If any person elected a member of the board of trustees, after being duly 
notified of his election in the manner in which town officers are required to be noti- 
fied, refuses or neglects to accept said office, or if any member declines further ser- 
vice, or from change of residence or otherwise, becomes unable to attend to the 
duties of the board, the remaining members shall in writing give notice of the fact 
to the selectmen of the town, and the two boards may thereupon, after giving public 
notice of at least one week, proceed to fill such vacancy until the next annual town 
meeting ; and a majority of the ballots of persons entitled to vote shall be necessary to 
an election. 

Sect. 4. <rhe trustees so elected by the town shall have the entire custody and 
management of the library and reading-room and all property owned by the town 
relating thereto ; and all money raised or appropriated by the town for its support 
and maintenance, and all money or property that the town may receive by donation 
from any source, or by Ji)eqnest, in behalf of said free public library and reading-room, 
shall be placed in the care and custody of the board of trustees, to be expended or 
retained by them for and in behalf of the town for the support and maintenance 
of its free public library and reading-room, in accordance with the conditions of each 
or any donation or bequest accepted by the town. 

Sect. 5. In every town which shall, by a mtyority of the votes cast at its annual 
town meeting or at a legal town meeting appointed and notified for that purpose by 
the selectmen, so direct, the board of trustees shall, in addition to the officers named 
in section two of this act, elect from among their own number a treasurer, who shall 
give a bond to the town similar to the bond given by the town treasurer, for such an 
amount and with such sureties as may be satisfactory to the selectmen ; and until 
a town directs otherwise the town treasurer shall act as treasurer of the board of 
trustees. 

Sect. 6. The trustees shall make an explicit report to the town at each annual 
town meeting of all their receipts and expenditures, and of all the property of the 
town in their care and custody, including a statement of any unexpended balance of 
money they may have, and of any bequests or donations they may have received 
and are holding in behalf of the town, with such recommendations in reference to 
the same as they may deem necessary for the town to consider. 
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Sbct. 7. Nothing in this act shall be constmed to interfere with library associa- 
tions, nor with any library that is or may be organized and managed under special 
act of the legislature. 

Sect. 8. This act shall take effect opon its passage. [Approved May 4^ 188SJ] 

1889. 

An Act relatingr to the election, pow^ers and duties of trustees o£ free 
public libraries and readinsr-rooms in towns. 

[Aeto of 1889, chapter 112.] 

Be a enacted, eie.^ at follotot : 

Section two of chapter three hnndred and four of the acts of the year eighteen hun- 
dred and eighty-eight is hereby amended by strlliing out in lines two and three the 
words ** not exceeding nine in all," so as to read as follows : Section 2. Said board 
of trustees shall consist of any number of persons divisible by three which the town 
may decide to elect, one-third thereof to be elected annually and to continue in office 
for three yean, except that the town shall first elect one-third of the trustees for one 
year, one-third for two years and one-third for three years, and thereafter one-third 
the number annually for the term of three years. No person shall be ineligible to 
serve upon said board of trustees by reason of sex. Such board of trustees shall be 
elected by ballot, and shall organize annually by the choice of a chairman and sec- 
retary from their own number : provided, any town having a free public library 
which has heretofore elected a board of trustees to manage the same consisting of a 
number divisible by three, and has heretofore elected annually one-third of said 
board for three years, may continue to elect annually one-third of said board, and 
the trustees in office shall hold their offices until the term for which they were elected 
shall expire, unless the town shall vote otherwise. [Approved March 14, 1889,] 

1890. 

An Act to promote the establishment and efficiency of tree public 

libraries. 

[AcU of 1890, chapter 347.] 
Be it enacted, etc., cts follows : 

Section 1. The governor with the advice and consent of the coun^l shall appoint 
five persons, residents of the Commonwealth, who shall constitute a board of library 
commissioners. The governor shall designate the chairman thereof. One member 
of said board shall be appointed for the term of five years, one for four years, one 
for three years, one for two years and one for one year ; and thereafter the term of 
office of the commissioners shall be five years. All vacancies on said board, whether 
occurring by expiration of term or otherwise, shall be filled by the governor with 
the advice and consent of the council. 

Sect. 2. The librarian or trustees of any free public library may ask said board 
for advice In regard to the selection of books, the cataloguing of books and any 
other matters pertaining to the maintenance or administration of the library ; and the 
board shall give such advice in regard to said matters as it shall find practicable. 
The board shall make a report of its doings to the general court in January of each 
year, and fifteen hundred copies of said report shall be printed as one of the public 
document series. 

Sect. 3. Said board is hereby authorized and directed to expend, upon the ap- 
plication of the board of library trustees of any town having no free public library 
owned and controlled by the town, a sum not exceeding one hundred dollars for 
books for any such town entitled to the benefits of this act ; such books to be used 
by said trustees for the purpose of establishing a free public library, and said com- 
missioners shall select and purchase all books to be provided as aforesaid. 

Sect. 4. No town shall be entitled to the benefits of this act until such town has 
accepted the provisions hereof at a regularly called town meeting, and has elected a 
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board of library trnstees as proYlded in chapter three hundred and four of the acts 
of the year eighteen hundred and eighty-eight, and nntil said trnstei s shall have 
provided, in a manner satisfactory to the board of commissioners, for the care, cus- 
tody and distribution of the books furnished in accordance with this act. 

Sect. 5, Any town accepting the provisions of this act shall annually appropriate 
from the dog tax, or shall otherwise annually provide for the use and maintenance 
of its free public library, a sum not less than fifty dollars if its last assessed valuation 
was one million dollars or upward, or a sum not less than twenty-five dollars if said 
valuation was less than one million and not less than two hundred and fifty thousand 
dollars, or a sum not less than fifteen dollars if said valuation was less than two 
hundred and fifty thousand dollars. 

Sect. 6. No member of the board of commissioners shall receive any compensation, 
but the board may expend a sum not exceeding five hundred dollars annually for 
clerical assistance and incidental and necessary expenses in the discharge of Its du- 
ties ; and all sums expended under the provisions of this act shall be paid from the 
treasury after the bills therefor have been approved by the board and sent to the 
auditor of the Commonwealth, who shall certify to the governor and council the 
amount due as in case of all other bills and accounts approved by him under the pro- 
visions of law. 

Sect. 7. This act shall take effect upon its passage. [Approved May 28, 1890.] 

[Acts of 1892, chapter 255.] 

Be it enacted f etc, as follows : 

The board of library commissioners may expend the sum of one hundred dollars 
for books for the free public library of any town whose valuation does not exceed 
six hundred thousand dollars, which maintained a free library before the passage of 
chapter three hundred and forty-seven of the acts of the year eighteen hundred and 
ninety, and which has ftilly complied or hereafter fully complies with the provisions 
of said act. 
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Office of the Secbetabt, Boston, Jan. 23, 1897. 
Hon. John L. Bates, Speaker, House of BepresenicUives, 

Sir : — I have the honor to transmit herewith, for the 
use of the Legislature, the seventh report of the Free Public 
Library Commission of Massachusetts. 

Very respectfully, 

WM. M. OLIN, 

Seereiarif. 



MEMBERS OF THE COMMISSION. 



Miss ANNA SEARS AMORY, Boston, 
C. B. TILLINGHAST, Chairman, Boston, 
SAMUEL SWETT GREEN, Worcester, 
HENRY S. NOURSE, Lancaster, . 
Miss E. P. SOHIER, Secretary, Beverly, 



. term expires 1901. 

• term expires 1900. 

. term expires 1899. 

. term expires 1898. 

. term expires 1897. 



EEPOBT OF THE COMMISSION. 



To the Honorable Senate and House of Bepresentatives, 

The Free Public Library Commission herewith presents 
its seventh report, embracing a record of its work during the 
calendar year 1896. 

The Commission. 

The commission has held regular monthly meetings 
throughout the year. Miss Anna Sears Amory was ap- 
pointed by the governor a member of the commission Oct. 
29, 1896, to serve the full term of five years, succeeding 
Miss Anna E. Ticknor, deceased. 



Anna Eliot Ticknor. 

Miss Anna Eliot Ticknor was appointed by Governor 
Brackett one of the original members of the Free Public 
Library Commission, to serve for one year from Oct. 22, 
1890; and Oct. 22, 1891, she was reappointed by Governor 
Bussell for the full term of five years. Miss Ticknor died 
Oct. 5, 1896, at Newport, B. I., which had been her summer 
home for many years. 

She was a daughter of George Ticknor, the eminent pro- 
fessor and literary historian, who was largely instrumental 
in establishing the broad lines upon which the public library 
of the city of Boston was founded. The mature years of 
Miss Ticknor's life for nearly a quarter of a century were 
largely given to the work of the ** Society to encourage 
Studies at Home," which she founded in 1873, for the pur- 
pose of improving the character and increasing the resources 
of the home, — a work in which she was actively engaged 
until her death. Her antecedents and experience naturally 
fitted her for the service of this commission. Her familiarity 
with the intellectual possibilities of the home and the best 
methods and means of stimulating and meeting them, her 
appreciation of the free public library as an educational 
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force, together with her experimental knowledge of the prac- 
tical results that can be accomplished by simple and direct 
methods 9 made her judgment of especial value in outlining 
and crystallizing the work of the commission. She was ever 
ready, to give to its work all the time and strength that her 
other duties and her health permitted. Her surviving asso- 
ciates alone can fully realize how much the Commonwealth 
suffers by the loss of her intelligent and practical interest, 
wise judgment and sympathetic effort in the cause this com- 
mission was established to promote. 



Books supplied during the Year. 

Four towns which have accepted the provisions of chapter 
847 of the Acts of 1890 have been supplied with books 
during the year, as follows : Acushnet, East Longmeadow, 
Hanson, Swansea. 

The town of Scituate has made an appropriation to a library 
association which has made its library free to the people of 
the town. 

The towns of Brimfield, Boylston and Royalston have been 
supplied with books under the provisions of chapter 255 of 
the Acts of 1892, and the town of Peru has been supplied 
with books under the special act of 1896, to replace its 
library, which was destroyed by iSre. 

Towns classified as to Libbabies. 

The following classification of the towns, revised to date, 
shows the free library facilities they now enjoy : — 

Class 1. 

Towns which have libraries owned and controlled by the town and free 

for circulation to all the people. 

AbingtoD, Ashby, Berlin, 

Acushnet, Ashland, Beverly, 

Adams, Athol, Blackstone, 

Agawam, Attleborough, Blandford, 

Alford, Auburn, Bolton, 

Amesbury, Avon, Boston, 

Andover, Bellingham, Bourne, 

Arlington, Belmont, Boxborough, 

Ashbumham, Berkley, Boylston, 
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Bridgewater, 

Brimfield, 

Brockton, 

Brookfield, 

Brookline, 

Burlington, 

Cambridge, 

Canton, 

Carlisle, 

Carver, 

Charlemont, 

Charlton, 

Chelmsford, 

Chelsea, 

Chester, 

Chesterfield, 

Chicopee, 

Chilmark, 

Clinton, 

Cohasset, 

Colrain, 

Conway, 

Dalton, 

Dana, 

Dartmouth, 

Dedham, 

Deerfield, 

Dighton, 

Douglas, 

Dover, 

Dunstable, 

East Bridgewater, 

Eastham, 

East Longmeadow, 

Edgartown, 

Egremont, 

Erving, 

Essex, 

Everett, 

Fall River, 

Falmouth, 

Fitchburg, 

Florida, 

Foxborough, 

Framingham, 

Freetown, 

Gill, 

Goshen, 

Gosnold, 



Granby, 

Granville, 

Greenfield, 

Greenwich, 

Groton, 

Groveland, 

Halifax, 

Hamilton, 

Hampden, 

Hancock, 

Hanover, 

Hanson, 

Hardwick, 

Harvard, 

Hatfield, 

Hawley, 

Heath, 

Holbrook, 

Holden, 

Holland, 

Holliston, 

Hopedale, 

Hubbardston, 

Hudson, 

Hull, 

Huntington, 

Hyde Park, 

Lancaster, 

Lanesborough, 

Leicester, 

Leominster, 

Leverett, 

Leyden, 

Longmeadow, 

Lowell, 

Ludlow, 

Lunenburg, 

Lynn, 

Lynnfield, 

Manchester, 

Mansfield, 

Marblehead, 

Marlborough, 

Marshfield, 

Mashpee, 

Mattapoisett, 

Maynard, 

Medfield, 

Medford, 



Medway, 

Melrose, 

Mendon, 

Merrimac, 

Middleborough, 

Middlefield, 

Middleton, 

Milford, 

Millbury, 

Millis, 

Milton, 

Monroe, 

Montague, 

Monterey, 

Montgomery, 

Mount Washington, 

Nahant, 

Natick, 

Needham, 

New Ashford, 

New Bedford, 

New Braintree, 

Newburyport, 

New Salem, 

Newton, 

Norfolk, 

North Adams, 

Northampton, 

North Andover, 

North Attleborough, 

Northborough, 

North Brookfield, 

Northfield, 

North Reading, 

Norwood, 

Oakham, 

Orange, 

Orleans, 

Otis, 

Oxford, 

Paxton, 

Peabody, 

Pelham, 

Pepperell, 

Peru, 

Phillipston, 

Plainfield, 

Plymouth, 

Plympton, 
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Prescott, 

Provincetown, 

Quincy, 

Reading, 

Revere, 

Richmond, 

Rochester, 

Rockland, 

Rockport, 

Rowe, 

Rowley, 

Rojalston, 

Russell, 

Rutland, 

Salisbury, 

Sandisfield, 

Sandwich, 

Saugus, 

Savoy, 

Sharon, 

Sheffield, 

Shelbume, 

Sherbom, 

Shirley, 

Shrewsbury, 

Shutesbury, 

Somerville, 

Southborough, 

Southbridge, 



Southwiok, • 

Spencer, 

Sterling, 

Stoneham, 

Stoughton, 

Stow, 

Sturbridge, 

Sudbury, 

Sunderland, 

Sutton, 

Swampscott, 

Swansea, 

Taunton, 

Templeton, 

Tewksbury, 

Tolland, 

Topsfield, 

Townsend, 

Truro, 

Tyngsborough, 

Tyringham, 

Upton, 

Uxbridge, 

Wakefield, 

Walpole, 

Waltham, 

Warwick, 

Watertown, 

Way land. 



Webster, 

Wellfleet, 

Wendell, 

Wenham, 

Westborough, 

West Boylston, 

West Bridgewater, 

West Brookfield, 

Westford, 

Westminster, 

West Newbury, 

Weston, 

Westport, 

West Springfield, 

West Stockbridge, 

Weymouth, 

Whately, 

Whitman, 

Wilbraham, 

Williamstown, , 

Wilmington, 

Winchendon, 

Winchester, 

Windsor, 

Winthrop, 

Worcester, 

Wrentham.— 259. 



Towns which have free 

Acton, 

Ayer, 

Barre, 

Bedford, 

Belchertown, 

Bemardston, 

Brain tree. 

Concord, 

Cummington, 

Danvers, 

Easthampton, 

Enfield, 



Class 2. 

libraries in which the town 
tion in the management. 

Franklin, 

Georgetown, 

Grafton, 

Haverhill, 

Hingham, 

Hinsdale, 

Holyoke, 

Lawrence, 

Lenox, 

Lexington, 

Lincoln, 

Littleton, 



has some representa- 

Maiden, 

Methuen, 

Norton, 

Petersham, 

Randolph, 

Salem, 

Springfield, 

Warren, 

Westfield, 

Woburn. — 34. 



J 
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Class 3. 

T(ywns in which there are libraries to which the town appropriates money, 

but is not represented in the management. 



Amherst, 

Ashfield, 

Boxford, 

Chatham, 

Cottage City, 

Duxbury, 

Gardner, 

Great Barrington, 



Lee, 

Monson, 

Northbridge, 

Palmer, 

Pembroke, 

Pittsfield, 

Princeton, 

Scituate, 



Southampton, 

Stockbridge, 

Ware, 

Wellesley, 

Westhampton, 

Worthington. — 22. 



Class 4. 

Towns in which there are free libraries which have no connection with the 

town. 



Barnstable, 

Becket, 

Billerica, 

Buckland, 

Easton, 

Fairhaven, 



Gloucester, 

Harwich, 

Hopkinton, 

Ipswich, 

Kingston, 

Marion, 



Raynham, 
Rehoboth; 
Tisbury, 
Wareham, 
West Tisbury, 
Yarmouth. — 18. 



Brewster, 

Cheshire, 

Clarksburg, 

Dennis, 

Dracut, 

Dudley, 

Gay Head, 



Class 5. 

Towns having no free library, 

Hadley, 

Lakeville, 

Nantucket, 

Newbury, 

New Marlborough, 

Norwell, 

Seekonk, 



Somerset, 
South Hadley, 
Wales, 
Washington, 
Williamsburg. 



—19. 



The town of Newbury has the free use of the public library 
of Newburyport, and the town of Washington has the free 
use of the Becket Athenaeum, so that there are in reality 
only 17 towns in the State to-day without free public 
libraries ; in four or five of these, plans are maturing for the 
formation of a library, and in nearly all the others there are 
good association libraries. 
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Only One and One-sixth Per Cent, of the People 

WITHOUT Free Public Libraries. 

The population of the State by the census of 1895 was 
2,500,183 ; the population of the towns now without free 
library privileges is 30,493, or about 25 per cent, less than 
the population of the towns without libraries last year, and 
a trifle over 1^ per cent, of the population of the entire State. 
Twelve of these seventeen towns show a loss of population 
in the last ten years. The following is the list : — 




Gain, 



Brewster, 
Cheshire, 
Clarksburg, . 
Dennis, . 
Dracut, . 
Dudley, . 
Gay Head, 
Hadley, . 
Lakeville, 
Nantucket, . 
New Marlborough, 
Norwell, 
Seekonk, 
Somerset, 
South Hadley, 
Wales, . 
Williamsburg, 



901 


33 


1,176 


272 


1,009 


— 


2,646 


378 


2,443 


— 


3,203 


— 


169 


17 


1,704 


43 


870 


110 


3,016 


126 


1,288 


373 


1,640 


49 


1,466 


— 


1,983 


492 


4,443 


— 


783 


70 


1,966 


89 


30,493 


— 



301 

616 
461 



170 
494 



Gifts and New Buildings. 

The following information relative to gifts of money and 
new library buildings has been noted during the year : — 

Boston. The Boston Public Library has received a gift of $10,000 
from Miss Victorine Thomas Artz of Chicago, the income of 
which is to be used for the purchase of rare editions of the 
works of English and American authors, to be known as the 
"Longfellow Memorial CJoUection." It has also received a 
bequest of $2,600 from the estate of the late Charles Mead. 

Bourne. Miss Emily H. Bourne of New Bedford has given to 
the town of Bourne a library building as a memorial of her 
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father, Hod. Jonathan Bourne, after whom the town was 
named. It is constructed of brick and stone, and cost over 
$15,000. 

Carlisle. The library building erected for the town of Carlisle 
by Mrs. Joanna Gleason, at a cost of about $12,000, was 
dedicated May 13, 1896. 

Chatham. The Hon. Marcellus Eldredge has given to the town 
of Chatham a fine library building in the colonial style of 
architecture, built of red brick with Longmeadow stone trim- 
mings, and with a shelf capacity of 12,000 volumes. The 
cost of the building and of the books given by Mr. Eldredge 
was about $40,000. The building was dedicated July 4, 1896. 

CoHASSET. By the will of the late Sarah Pratt the Cohasset Pub- 
lic Library receives $1,000, and on the death of certain bene- 
ficiaries the residue of the estate is to go to the town for a 
new library building. 

Hardwick. The late Rev. Lucius R. Paige bequeathed the main 
portion of his estate to the public library of the town of Hard- 
wick, of which town he was a native. 

Hyde Park. The Philips Brooks' Memorial Library and reading- 
room at Readville, which was erected at an expense of about 
$4,000 by Mrs. E. F. Stetson, has been dedicated during the 
year. 

North Adams. Hon. A. C. Houghton, mayor of North Adams, 
has given the city a building valued at $125,000 for its public 
library, as a memorial of the late A. J. Houghton of Boston. 

NoRTHBOROUGH. Mr. Gcorgc H. Eager has given $1,000 and 
Mrs. Mary Susan Davis $500 to the Northborough Public 
Library, the income of which is in each case to be expended 
for books. 

NoRTHFiELD. Mr. E. M. Dickinson of Fitchburg is to provide the 
town of Northfield, of which he is a native, with a commodious 
library building of pleasing design. 

Norwood. The new library building which Mr. George M. Mor- 
rill and his wife are building for the town of Norwood as a 
memorial of their daughter, Miss Sarah Bond Morrill, is 
nearly completed. The cost will not be far from $25,000. 

Oxford. The Oxford Public Library has come into possession of 
$1,500, bequeathed by Mary S. T. Wallace, and will receive 
one-fifth of the residue of her estate when it is settled. 

Revere. The late S. A. Hall of Revere bequeathed $1,000 to 
that town toward a new public library building, and $500 for 
a memorial tablet to be placed in the library, to commemorate 
the record of the town in the war of the rebellion. 
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Stouohton. The Hon. Henry L. Pierce bequeathed $25,000 for 
the parchase of books for the pablio library of his native town 
of Stoaghton. 

Williamsburg. The Meekins Memorial Library of Wiliiamsbarg 
is nearly completed, and will probably be dedicated early in 
February. Besides a fine reference library, there will be nearly 
10,000 volames for free circulation to all the people of the 
town. 

Wrentham. Miss Elizabeth S. Fiske, Mrs. Charlotte Fiske, Mr. 
George S. Fiske and Mrs. Esther Hammond, the surviving 
children and grandchildren of the late Hon. Josiah J. Fiske 
of Wrentham, have erected to his memory a library buUding 
for the town, at an expense of $15,000, and given a fund of 
$5,000 for the purchase of books. 

Travelling Libraries. 

The Woman's Education Association has now 18 travelling 
libraries, containing 523 books, and 17 of these are in use in 
the following towns : — 



Alford, 


Oakham, 


Salisbury, 


Brimfield, 


Otis, 


Somerset, 


Chilmark, 


Paxton, 


Wendell, 


Florida, 


Pelham, 


West Stockbridge, 


Goshen, 


Plainfield, 


Windsor. 


Leyden, 


Rochester, 





Library No. 18 was purchased with contributions from the 
city of Worcester, and sent to Paxton, and the association 
has one library unplaced, and money for two more. The 
12 western towns to which libraries have been sent had in 
1855 a population of 10,505. Now they have 7,384, — a 
loss of 30 per cent. 

When any preference is given, it is almost invariably for 
books of travel, and in accordance with this a large propor- 
tion of such works is supplied, and they are more generally 
read than any others. 

The books are well taken care of, and almost everywhere 
great appreciation has been shown. 

Three ladies of the association visited the libraries of 
Goshen, Pelham, Oakham, Rutland and Paxton last summer, 
and found them all comfortably housed, and apparently in 
charge of people thoroughly interested in their work. 
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Any informatioD in regard to them may be obtained by 
addressing Miss Mary Morison, 26 Marlborough Street, 
Boston, Mass. 

The commission gladly welcomes this aid from a private 
association, which seems to be producing excellent results in 
some of the most necessitous towns. 

State Effort to establish Free Libraries. 

The public interest in the free library movement, so widely 
awakened by the law of May 28, 1890, which created the 
Free Public Library Commission of Massachusetts, continues 
and is annually seeking expression in general statutes. Sev- 
eral States have by formal enactment recognized the public 
library as essential to progressive social life, and in others 
educational leaders are urging upon legislators the need for 
similar action. . The statutes thus far perfected by various 
Commonwealths differ somewhat in the methods by which 
their purpose is sought, and more especially in the details 
of the mechanism brought into service ; but all aim at the 
same result, — the building of a free circulating library 
in every village or township as a complement to the free 
school. 

Maine. — The public laws of Maine relating to libraries 
were so amended in 1893 as to permit a town to appropriate 
for the establishment of a free public library a sum not 
exceeding $2 for each of its ratable polls, and thereafter 
annually for its maintenance $1 for each poll. An amend- 
ment approved in March, 1895, created no new officials, but 
extendi aid to free public libraries by gifts of books from 
the State. The State librarian, to found a free public library 
in any town of less than 1,500 inhabitants which does not 
possess one, may donate books in value not exceeding $100, 
and not exceeding one-half of the amount expended for 
books by the town. To obtain this aid the community must 
raise for the purchase of books at least $100, besides the pro- 
vision for their proper care and distribution. The governor 
and council are also empowered to aid free public libraries 
already founded by a sum for books equal to one-tenth of 
the amount expended by the town for books and running 
expenses of the library during the preceding year. 



16 FREE PUBLIC LIBRARIES. [Jan. 

New Hampshire. — The new library law of New Hamp- 
shire was approved April 11, 1891. It follows quite closely 
that of Massachusetts in all of its provisions. An important 
amendment to the act was passed by the Legislature of 1895, 
which makes it obligatory upon every town to elect a board 
of library trustees, and to raise by yearly taxation a sum 
computed at $30 for every dollar of public taxes apportioned 
to such town. This sum is to be devoted to the sole pur- 
pose of establishing and maintaining a free public library. 
Exemption from this compulsory tax is, however, attainable 
by the town's voting, year by year, '' inexpedient to estab- 
lish a library ; " otherwise the money levied accumulates in 
the hands of the town's library trustees until a free library is 
favored by a popular vote. The commission established by 
the law consists of the State librarian, ex officio^ and four 
persons appointed by the governor, with the. advice and con- 
sent of the council. The number of towns in the State 
is 233, of which less than 50 are now without free public 
libraries, 113 having been established by the commission. 

Vermont. — An act •' to promote the establishment of free 
public libraries " was approved by the governor of Vermont 
Nov. 6, 1894. This statute is practically the same as that 
of Massachusetts, the library commissioners charged with the 
duty of carrying out its provisions being five in number, 
appointees of the governor. They have made very com- 
mendable progress in their work, about 60 towns having 
been aided in the founding of free libraries. There are 243 
towns in the State, of which 117 report public libraries within 
their limits. Several of these are not, strictly speaking, free. 

Rhode Island. — A system of State aid to free public 
libraries has been in operation for twenty years in Rhode 
Island. This State is made up of 37 municipalities, and now 
possesses 45 free libraries. Seven of these are within the 
limits of Warwick, and 8 towns have no free library upon 
their territory. Each of the 45 receives annually from the 
State, through the Board of Education, by authority of an 
act passed in January, 1875, a sum not exceeding $50 for 
the first 500 volumes and $25 for each additional 500 volumes 
in the library, but in no case to exceed $500, for the purchase 
of books approved by the Board. The local appropriation 
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must be at least equal to the amount received from the State. 
Fbr the most part these libraries are subject neither to 
municipal nor State control. They contain about 250,000 
books, and report a circulation of 421,000 volumes. The 
aid apportioned among them in 1895 amounted to $5,653. 
It is claimed that 95 per cent, of the people of Rhode Island 
have free access to the public libraries, and that additional . 
legislation is needed not so much to increase the number of 
libraries as to secure more uniform and competent adminis- 
tration and the systematic development of those already 
established. 

Connecticut, — The General Assembly of Connecticut for 
the year 1893 passed a law for the organization of libraries, 
which is administered by a ** public library committee" of 
five persons, annually appointed by the State Board of Edu- 
cation. The main features of the act are those long familiar 
in Massachusetts ; but the committee is authorized to expend 
for the establishment of a free public library in any town 
where none exists a sum in books purchased equal to that 
raised by the town, not exceeding $200 in any case. It is 
also empowered to grant yearly aid to any town to an amount 
equal that appropriated for its free library, but not to exceed 
$100. This aid must be used in the purchase of books 
approved by the committee. Of 171 towns in the State, 138 
had no free public library when the new law was passed. 
Thirty-nine towns have since 1893 accepted the provisions 
of the act, and founded free libraries. 

New York. — The director of the New York State library, 
in his report for the year 1892, characterized the original 
laws of his State as '* about the worst of any in the Union 
for establishing and maintaining free public libraries ;" but 
on April 27, 1892, the governor approved " an act to revise 
and consolidate the laws relating to the University of the 
State." This includes novel, very comprehensive and some- 
what complex library laws. Under the new regimen the 
supervision of public libraries is intrusted to the regents 
of the State University. The public library appropriation, 
amounting to $26,000 annually, is apportioned at the discre- 
tion of the regents in supplying free libraries to the people 
of the State. A sum not exceeding $200 has been granted 
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to each library charterad and registered by the regents, or 
admitted to the University. This donation is wholly devoted 
to the purchase of books approved by the regents, and is 
contingent upon the contribution of an equal or greater sum 
by the local authorities for the same use. The assisted 
libraries now number 154and during four years bavereceived 
,$45,000 from the public treasury. The State aid most 
favored, however, by the promoters of the New York system, 
is the loaning of select collections of books, called travelling 
libraries, for the period of six months or less, to libraries 
and clubs of twenty-five or more rate-payers. It is claimed 
that these, by educating the taste of the people and exciting 
book hunger, will be e£Scient agents in the founding of per- 
manent reading-rooms and libraries. For trial of the experi- 
ment the sum of $55,000 was appropriated in 1894. There 
are now nearly 300 of these libraries upon their travels, each 
containing from 25 to 100 volumes, carefully classified. A 
fee of $5 is charged for a loan of" 100, and $3 for that of 50 
volumes, to meet the costs of transfer. Probably about 350 
of the nearly 900 towns and cities in the Stiite enjoy free 
library privileges, and the reported circulation of books is 
increasing rapidly. It reached about 4,000,000 volumes in 
1896. 

New Jersey. — The Legislature of New Jersey in 1896 
passed a bill establishing a Library Commission, but the gov- 
ernor refused it his signature, because he deemed the money 
appropriation for its expenses inadequate. The advocates 
of the measure will renew their exertions, hoping for legis- 
lation by the next Assembly. 

Pennsylvania. — The Legislature of Pennsylvania, in the 
session of 1895, enacted a law, authorizing school districts 
to raisemoney by taxation for the founding and support of 
libraries, the supervision of which is placed in the hands of 
the State librarian. 

9^10. — April 22, 1896, the General Assembly of Ohio 
tsed a library law placing the State library in charge of a 
ard of Commissioners, the three members of which are 
jointed by the governor, with the consent of the council. 
e librarian of the State library serves as secretary of 
I commission, and is placed under $10,000 bonds for the 
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faithful performance of his duties. No State aid is offered 
to promote the increase of public libraries, and the powers 
of the Board respecting them are advisory only ; but a clause 
giving the commissioners authority to ** make such rules for 
the government of the State library and the use of its books 
and other property as thej^^ deem necessary," has been so 
liberally interpreted that travelling libraries are now loaned 
under rules like those of the New York system, and not 
only public libraries, but clubs and individuals are notified 
that they can borrow a limited number of books from the 
State library under simple regulations and guarantees, by 
paying the cost of transportation. 

Michigan. — In Michigan, during 1896, a few travelling 
libraries of 50 volumes each were placed in circulation from 
the State library, the Legislature of 1895 having appro- 
priated $2,500 for the experiment. A bill providing for a 
Free Public Library Commission will be presented at the 
present session of the Legislature. 

Wisconsin. — In Wisconsin an act was approved April 19, 
1895, *'to promote the establishment and efficiency of free 
public libraries." It created a Library Commission, com- 
posed of two persons appointed by the governor, together 
with the president of the University of Wisconsin, the State 
Superintendent of Instruction, and the corresponding secre- 
tary of the State Historical Society. The duties and powers 
of the Board are advisory. The State's law governing the 
founding and maintenance of public libraries dates from 
1876, and authorizes any town having over 2,000 inhabitants 
to levy for the support of a free library or reading-room a 
tax not to exceed one mill on each dollar of its taxable prop- 
erty, whenever such taxation has been sanctioned by a 
popular vote. A recent amendment to the law — one which 
proves of doubtful value — permits a common council or town 
board of trustees, without authority of the voters and in 
lieu of the above-mentioned tax, to appropriate for library 
purposes ten per cent, of the money received in any year 
from licenses granted for the sale of liquors. There are 
only 38 free circulating libraries in Wisconsin, of which 7 
have been founded since the commission began its labors. 
Additional legislation will probably be asked for to increase 



20 FREE PUBLIC LIBRARIES. [Jan. 

the powers of the Board and give it the authority and appro- 
priations needful for the introduction of a travelling library 
system. By the munificence of two citizens Dunn and Wood 
counties already enjoy the advantages of such a system* 
Twenty-five libraries of about 30 volumes each are now 
circulating in these counties. Enterprising residents in 
northern Wisconsin have organized to secure similar privi- 
leges. 

Iowa. — A novel library law went into effect in Iowa July 
1, 189(3. Its purpose is the establishment uf a trial system 
of travelling libraries, the sum of $4,000 being appropriated 
for their equipment. Under regulations prescribed by the 
trustees of the State library, the State librarian is charged 
with the duties that devolve upon a commission in other 
States, and is authorized to loan books or collections of 
volumes to *' associate libraries," clubs of twenty-five tax- 
payers, etc., under suitable securities and guarantees. The 
trustees have thus far not purchased the required books to 
carry out the provisions of the law. 

Montana. — The Assembly of Montana passed a bill, 
approved March 19, 1895, creating a system of *« circulating 
libraries," under control of a board composed of the Super- 
intendent of Public Instruction, the Attorney-General and 
the State Auditor. For the purchase of these libraries the 
Legislature appropriated $1,000 for 1895, $500 for 1896 
and $300 annually thereafter. Each library contains 100 
volumes, and is designated by a number, the books in each 
collection being different from those in any other. They are 
loaned to a '* community, village, town or city," in the order 
of application, upon proper guarantee, and the payment of 
all expenses of transportation. There is no further provision 
for public libraries in the Montana statutes. 

Bills to promote the establishment and maintenance of free 
public libraries are now under discussion in, or formulated 
for presentation to, the Legislatures of California, Colorado, 
Georgia, Illinois, Indiana, Kentucky, Nebraska and Mary- 
land. 
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The Use of Libraries by Children. 

The wants of children have long been considered in the 
best administered libraries, and there is a growing interest 
in more enlightened centres in providing for them. There 
is reason to believe, however, that there are many places in 
which these wants have not been sufficiently attended to. 
Children are a very important part of the constituency of 
every library, and their needs at home and in school should 
be carefully and continually looked after. Books enough for 
their especial use should be bought and libraries should be 
administered with particular regard to their capacities and 
with reference to their benefit. It is a common custom in 
libraries to give children twelve years of age the cards given 
to older persons for home use. A number of libraries, how- 
ever, do not give out such cards unless the intended users 
are thirteen, fourteen or fifteen years of age. Twelve seems 
to be a' good age, although it is not advisable to be dogmatic 
in this matter. The important thing is that all children who 
should have books be allowed to take them out. Whether 
the age limit is twelve or fifteen, provision should be made 
for bright boys and girls below these limits who are suffi- 
ciently advanced to make a good use of library books. It 
is also true, however, that particular care should be taken 
that young children take home only books that are suitable 
for them. Much may be done to make it safe to let small 
children take home library books by giving them cards of 
a different color from the one given to a person who has 
reached the age limit. Such cards, of a blue color, are given 
out in Worcester in the discretion of the head of the circu- 
lating department to children too young to have the usual 
card. They are given to boys and girls at the request of 
parents, and often, on the recommendation of teachers, to 
children neither of whose parents would be likely to go to the 
library to get cards for the children. Assistants in the library 
are instructed to look out carefully, to see to it that persons 
holding blue cards get books suited to their age and capacity. 

In such towns it should be looked to that assistance is 
given to young children by the librarian or voluntary 
assistants in selecting books. 
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An immense amount of aid can be given by teachers also, 
when there is, as there should always be, a close connection 
between public libraries and schools. It is not meant, of 
course, that personal assistance should not be rendered in 
larger towns and cities, and to older children and grown-up 
persons as well as to young children in small towns. It is 
only contended that it is of prime importance, and should be 
especially rendered in small towns to children of immature 
age. Personal assistance in the selection of books for home 
use is needed in large towns and in the largest cities and by 
persons of all ages ; but in large places other instrumentali- 
ties besides this are in use, such as especial catalogues of 
children's books, children's rooms, and aid afforded by 
teachers in the school-room. Some of these instrumentalities 
may be had in the smallest towns, to use in connection with 
personal influence. Thus no library is too poor to buy a 
copy of Sargent's <* Reading for the Young," 1890, and 
** Supplement to Reading for the Young" (covering issues 
in the years 1891-95), 1896. Each of these can be had in 
paper at 75 cents. Xhe supplement contains a subject index 
to the two volumes. The two volumes may be had bound 
together, in cloth binding, at $1.50. The separate volumes 
and the whole work may be had at the Library Bureau, 146 
Franklin Street, Boston. 

One of the best short lists that has been published is 
*< Books for the Young," by Miss C. M. Hewins of Hartford, 
Conn. The first edition of this little work was issued in 
1882 and the second in 1884, the earlier by F. Leypoldt of 
New York and the later from the office of the ** Publishers' 
Weekly," New York. The work was sold at 25 cents a 
copy. What is probably a new edition of this work is an- 
nounced as in preparation by the Library Bureau, in behalf 
of the A. L. A. publishing section, under the title '« Brief 
List of Books for Children's Reading," by Miss C. M. 
Hewins. Other lists which are among such as are worthy 
of mention are **Five Hundred Books for the Young," a 
graded and annotated list, prepared by George E. Hardy, 
New York, Charles Scribner's Sons, 1892, 50 cents ; and 
*• A Descriptive List of Books for the Young," compiled by 
W. M. Griswold, Cambridge, Mass., W. M. Griswold, pub- 
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lisher, $1.25. The latter is a list of books classified ander a 
variety of headings, and annotated by extracts from critical 
journals. 

Numerous and various plans have been adopted of late 
years in libraries to give especial facilities to boys and girls. 
Children have had portions of reading-rooms set apart for 
their use, furnished with tables and chairs suitable for them» 
the former being covered with books containing attractive 
illustrations, and papers and magazines of the better kind 
published for their benefit. That kind of work appears to 
have been done especially well in the public library at Paw- 
tucket, R. I. Why should not similar provision be made 
for children in small towns on a scale commensurate with 
their means? Whole rooms have, in a number of libraries, 
been devoted to the uses of children, notably in the public 
libraries of Boston, in this State, Buffalo, N. Y., and Denver, 
Col. In these rooms considerable collections of good books 
for children (in Boston, 3,000 volumes) are placed in cases 
around the sides of the rooms, and users may take them down 
and examine them without asking leave. In a great number 
of libraries new books for the young as well as additions for 
older persons are exposed in cases outside the charging 
counter, where persons desiring to take out books may rum- 
mage among them at will, and, having made a selection, 
have the chosen book charged, to take home. 

The children's rooms are provided with tables and chairs, 
and supplied with magazines and papers prepared for chil- 
dren. There is an attendant in these rooms, and probably in 
some cases it is his duty to talk with children, answer their 
questions, help them in making selections of books and use 
books intelligently, and perhaps encourage and stimulate to 
good reading. Would it not be well to admit children to 
the shelves where books for their use are placed to a much 
larger extent than is usual in small towns? It certainly 
would be well to extend to them as much assistance as pos- 
sible in satisfying their wants. 

In the fourth annual report of this commission something 
was said in favor of intimate relations between libraries and 
schools. Perhaps more can be done in supplying judiciously 
the needs of children for books by establishing such relations 
than in any other way. 
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It is said that in the city of Worcester, the public library 
of which was a pioneer in doing this kind of work, and has 
had marked success in doing it, 2,000 volumes of the books 
of the library are in use in the school-rooms of the city every 
day in the cooler portion of the year that the schools are in 
session. By sending books to school-houses in considerable 
numbers, children are given the opportunity of handling and 
examining many good books. They become interested in 
some of them, and add to their knowledge and have a taste 
for good reading cultivated by using them. Their studies, 
too, are made more interesting and profitable by having 
access to library books for reading in connection with their 
lessons. Indirectly, scholars get great benefit from the in- 
creased knowledge which teachers acquire in an extensive 
use of books from libraries. Then, too, in a place where 
the public library is administered as it is in Worcester, 
children resort to the library building in large numbers to 
ask for books to give desired information and to conduct 
little investigations. They are received sympathetically and 
given such aid as they need, care being taken, however, not 
to make them dependent by giving unasked assistance. 

There has come to be a close connection between libraries 
and schools in a large number of towns in Massachusetts and 
in numerous places throughout the country. 

But should not more school work be undertaken in the 
interests of children in small towns than has been so far ; and 
even in the largest city in the Commonwealth should not the 
branches become centres to which teachers and scholars are 
encouraged and urged to come in much larger numbers than 
at present for information and study ? 

In Worcester a wagon goes to every school-house in the 
city once in two weeks, carrying books that have been selected 
from numbers on cards previously sent to the library, and 
bringing back books that are to be returned to the library. 
In some places baskets are provided by libraries or school 
authorities in which books are carried to and from school 
buildings by children. In some cases stages passing through 
villages in which there are libraries carry books to other 
villages in the same town. Several expresses can be availed 
of. Aid can be had, also, from grocers, dealers in fish and 
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meat, bakers, perhaps men who take contracts to carry the 
mail, and other persons who have to go from place to place 
and from one part of a town to other parts in wagons. 

The Advisory Work of the Board. 

There are many matters that come to the attention of the 
commission that cannot be tabulated in statistics and find no 
place in a formal report, but are none the less important and 
helpfuL These matters are generally requests for advice and 
are frequently of a confidential character, such as the proper 
manner and form in which a person can provide in his will 
for the establishment or maintenance of a library. Advice 
has been freely given to persons who preferred that even 
their names or the localities they designed to benefit should 
be unknown to the member of the commission to whom appli- 
cation for advice was made. Among the persons seeking 
such information, either personally or by letter, have been 
residents of many localities outside of the Commonwealth. 
There is hardly a detail relative to the selection of a site, 
the plan, the material for construction, the heating, lighting 
and ventilation, the external ornamentation or the interior 
finish, the arrangement of the rooms, the shelving and the 
manifold conveniences for the economic and systematic 
administration of a library building that has not been the 
subject of frequent inquiry. The selection and purchase of 
books ; their cataloguing, classification and shelf arrange- 
ment ; the method of making them most easily accessible to 
the people, and of rendering them most eflFectually available 
at the least expense to outlying sections of a town or to 
the different villages where there are several in the town ; 
methods of making the library most useful to the teachers 
and the schools, and of inducing the patrons of the library 
to read better classes of books, — are among the matters 
upon which information is most frequently sought. If some 
trifling molehill of local rivalry or jealousy threatens to. be- 
come a mountain of difficulty in the pathway of the progress 
of the library, if some trustee is indifferent or indiscreet, or 
some librarian has more zeal than patience or prudence, the 
trouble can often be smoothed away or soothed to rest by a 
few words of quiet, restful advice. Nervous disorders do not 
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yield with the greatest readiness to the most noisily adver- 
tised remedies. Such family jars are not frequent, in fact, 
they are very rare in our Massachusetts libraries, but when 
they do occur there is much relief in having a confidential 
friend, like this commission, who will listen patiently to the 
story, and give such advice as cool, dispassionate, disinter- 
ested judgment may suggest. The general influence of such 
an advisory board is helpful to the harmonious and eflFective 
administration of our libraries. 

The general trend and drift of the libraries in this State is 
in the broad current of the most progressive methods and the 
broadest practical utility. The general demand for books is 
a demand for the best books, those that are stimulating and 
instructive, and at the same time entertaining and attractive. 
The effort is made with a good and growing degree of success 
to place the treasures of every library at the disposal of every 
reader in the simplest and readiest way, with the least for- 
mality or restraint. In the smaller libraries especially access 
to the shelves is liberally afforded, an intelligent librarian is 
ready to give kindly and helpful suggestions, and restric- 
tions upon the circulation of even expensive books are being 
removed. The libraries are aiding each other by loans and 
exchanges, so that in a degree the resources of one are avail- 
able for all. The libraries are becoming daily more helpful 
to the school and to the home, and the result of their influ- 
ence cannot fail to broaden and deepen the intelligence, 
humanity, patriotism and public spirit upon which the ideal 
municipality of the future must depend for its existence and 
perpetuity. 

Respectfully submitted, 

C. B. TILLINGHAST, 
ELIZABETH P. SOHIER, 
HENRY S. NOURSE, 
SAMUEL SWETT GREEN, 
ANNA SEARS AMORY, 
Boston, Jan. 22, 1897. Commissioners. 
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A EOLL OF HONOR. 



LIST OF GIYERS OF FREE PUBLIC LIBRARY 
BUILDINGS IN MASSACHUSETTS. 



GIYEES OF FREE PUBLIC LIBRARY BUILDINGS 

IN MASSACHUSETTS. 



Acton» 

Andover, 

Arlington, 

Ashbaniham, 

Ayer, 

Barnstable, 

Barre, 

Becket, . 

Belchertown, 

Bemardston, 

Billerica, . 

Blandford, 

Bonme, . 

Boxford, . 

Braintree, 

Brookfield, 

Bnckland, 

Cambridge, 

Carlisle, . 

Charlemont, 

Chatham, 

Chelmsford, 

Chelsea, . 

Concord, . 

Cummington, 

Dalton, . 

Dedham, . 

Duxbury, 

Easthampton, 

Easton, . 

Essex, 

Ererett, . 

Fairhaven, 

Fitchbnrg, 

Freetown, 

Gardner, . 

Georgetown, 



Gift of Hon. William A. Wilde of Maiden. 

Gift of citizens. 

Gift of Mrs. Maria C. Robbins of Brooklyn, N. Y. 

Gift of Mr. George F. Stevens. 

Gift of Mr. Frederick F. Ayer of New York. 

Gift of Hon. William Stargis. 

Gift of Mr. Henry Woods of Boston. 

Gift of Miss Blanche Perkins. 

Gift of John Francis Clapp. 

Gift of Hon. Henry W. Cashman. 

Gift of Mrs. Joshua Bennett. 

Gift of Mrs. Josephine E. S. Porter of Hartfordr 

Conn. 
Gift of Miss Emily H. Bourne as a memorial of her 

father, the Hon. Jonathan Bourne. 
Purchased by subscription. 

Gift of Gen. Sylvanus Thayer. 

Gift of William A. Banister. 

Gift of citizens. 

Gift of Frederick H. Rindge. 

Gift of Mrs. Joanna Gleason of Sudbury. 

Gift of E. R. Gk)odnow and others. 

Gift of Marcellus Eldredge. 

Gift of Amos F. Adams. 

Gift of Hon. Eustace C. Fitz. 

Gift of William Munroe. 

Gift of William CuUen Bryant. 

Gift of the Crane family. 

Built by bequests and gifts of citizens. 

Gift of Mrs. George W. Wright. 

Gift of Mrs. Emily G. Williston. 

Gift of Hon. Oliver Ames and Mrs. Sarah L. Ames. 

Bequest of T. O. H. P. Bumham. 

Memorial of F. E. Parlin by his parents. 

Gift of Mr. Henry H. Rogers. 

Gift of Hon. Rodney Wallace. 

Gift of Mrs. E. Florence Hathaway Crowell. 

Gift of children of Levi Hey wood. 

Gift of George Peabody. 



GIVERS OF FREE PUBLIC LIBRARY BUILDINGS 

IN MASSACHUSETTS. 



Acton, 

Andover, 

Arlington, 

Ashbnmham, 

Ayer, 

Barnstable, 

Barre, 

Becket, . 

Belchertown, 

Bemardston, 

Billerica, . 

Blandford, 

Bonme, . 

Boxford, . 

Braintree, 

Brookfield, 

Bnckland, 

Cambridge, 

Carlisle, . 

Charlemont, 

Chatham, 

Chelmsford, 

Chelsea, . 

Concord, . 

Cnmmington, 

Dalton, . 

Dedham, . 

Dnxbury, 

Easthampton, 

Easton, . 

Essex, • 

Everett, . 

Fairhayen, 

Fitchburg, 

Freetown, 

Gardner, . 

Georgetown, 



Gift of Hon. William A. Wilde of Maiden. 

Gift of citizens. 

Gift of Mrs. Maria C. Robbins of Brooklyn, N. T» 

Gift of Mr. George F. Stevens. 

Gift of Mr. Frederick F. Ayer of New York. 

Gift of Hon. William Stnrgis. 

Gift of Mr. Henry Woods of Boston. 

Gift of Miss Blanche Perkins. 

Gift of John Francis Clapp. 

Gift of Hon. Henry W. Cashman. 

Gift of Mrs. Joshua Bennett. 

Gift of Mrs. Josephine E. S. Porter of Hartfordr 

Conn. 
Gift of Miss Emily H. Bonme as a memorial of her 

father, the Hon. Jonathan Bourne. 
Purchased by subscription. 

Gift of Gen. Sylvanus Thayer. 

Gift of William A. Banister. 

Gift of citizens. 

Gift of Frederick H. Rindge. 

Gift of Mrs. Joanna Gleason of Sudbury. 

Gift of E. R. Goodnow and others. 

Gift of Marcellus Eldredge. 

Gift of Amos F. Adams. 

Gift of Hon. Eustace C. Fitz. 

Gift of William Munroe. 

Gift of William Cullen Bryant. 

Gift of the Crane family. 

Built by bequests and gifts of citizens. 

Gift of Mrs. George W. Wright. 

Gift of Mrs. Emily G. Williston. 

Gift of Hon. Oliver Ames and Mrs. Sarah L. Ames. 

Bequest of T. O. H. P. Burnham. 

Memorial of F. E. Parlin by his parents. 

Gift of Mr. Henry H. Rogers. 

Gift of Hon. Rodney Wallace. 

Gift of Mrs. E. Florence Hathaway Crowell. 

Gift of children of Levi Hey wood. 

Gift of George Peabody. 
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Olonoetter» 
-Oroton, . 
Hatfield, . 
Hazrard, 
Haverbill, 
Hinghaniy 
Hinsdale, 
Holden, . 
Hopkinton, 
Habbardtton, 
Ipswich, . 
Lancaster, 

Lawrence, 
Leicester, 

Lincoln, . 
Littleton, 
Ludlow, . 
Maiden, • 
Manchester, 
Marlon, . 
Marshfleld, 
Medf ord, . 
Methnen, 
Middleton, 
Monson, . 
Natick, . 

South Natiekt 
Newbnryport, 
Newton, . 
Northampton, 

Florence, . 
North Adams, 
North Attleborongh 
North Brookfleld, 
North Reading, 
Northborongh, 
Norton, . 
Norwood, 
Orleans, . 
Palmer, . 
Peabody, 
Petersham, 
Pittsfield, 
Princeton, 
Provincetown, 
.Qnincy, . 



Gift of Samnel £. Sawyer. 

Partly the gift of Mrs. Charlotte Sibley. 

Bequest of Samnel H. Dickinson. 

Mainly the gift of nattyes of the town. 

Gift of Hon. £. J. M. Hale and other citizens. 

Gift of Hon. Albert Fearing. 

Gift of citiiens. 

Gift of Hon. S. C. Gale of Minneapolis. 

Gift of natives and residents of the town. 

Gift of Jonas G. Clark. 

Gift of Capt. Augustine Heard. 

Mainly the gift of Nathaniel Thayer and other citi- 
zens. 
Gift of Mrs. N. G. White and Miss £. A. White. 

Gift of Lory S. Watson, Dr. Pliny Earle, D. Mer- 

riam and others. 
Gift of George G. Tarbell. 

Gift of heirs of William S. Honghton. 

Gift of heirs of Charles T. Hubbard. 

Gift of Hon. Elisha S. Converse and his wife. 

Gift of T. Je£ferson Coolidge. 

Gift of Mrs. Elizabeth Tabor of New Bedford. 

Bequest of Seth Yentress. 

Gift of Mr. Thatcher Magoun. 

Gift of heirs of David Nevins. 

Beqaest of Hon. Charles L. Flint. 

Gift of hehrs of Horatio Lyon. 

Bequest of Miss Mary Ann Morse. 

Bequest of Oliver Bacon. 

Gift of citizens. 

Gift of Hon. J. Wiley Edmunds and other citizens. 

Built partly by subscriptions. 

Gift of Alfred T. LUly. 

Gift of Hon. A. C. Houghton. 

Gift of heirs of Edmand I. and Lucy M. Richards. 

Mainly the gift of Mr. Erasmus Haston. 

Gift of Mrs. Charles L. Flint. 

Gift of Mr. Cyrus Gale. 

Gift of Mrs. Eliza B. Wheaton. 

Memorial of Miss Sarah Bond Morrill. 

Built partly by subscriptions. 

Built by an association. 

Gift of George Peabody. 

Built mainly by subscriptions. 

Gift of Hon. Thomas Allen. 

Gift of Edward A. Goodnow. 

Gift of Hon. Nathan Freeman. 

Gift of heirs of Thomas Crane. 
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Randolph, 

Rehoboth, 

Rochester, 

Salem, 

Shirley, . 

Southbridge, 

Spencer, . 

Springfield, 

Sterling, . 

Stockbridge, 

Stow, 

Sudbury, 

Uxbridge, 

Ware, 

Warren, . 

Watertown, 

Wellesley, 

West Brookfleld, 

Westfleld, 

Westford, 

Weymouth J 

Williamsburg, 
"Wobum, . 
Wrentham, . 
TTarmouth, 



Gift of heirs of Col. Royal Turner. 

Gift of Darius Goff of Pawtucket, R. I. 

Partly the gift of Mrs. E. G. Leonard. 

Gift of estate of Capt; John Bertram. 

Bequest of Mrs. Betsey D. Hazen. 

Gift of Holmes Ammidown of New York. 

Gift of Richard Sugden. 

Built by the City Library Association. 

Gift of Edward Conant. 

Gift of Hon. John Z. Goodrich. 

Gift of Miss Belinda L. Randall. 

Beqaest of John Goodnow. 

Gift of Hon. Edward C. Thayer of Keene, N. H. 

Gift of Hon. William Hyde, 

Built by subscriptions. 

Built partly by subscriptions. 

Gift of Mr. H. H. Hnnnewell. 

Gift of Charles Merriam. 

Gift of Mr. Hiram Harrison. 

Gift of J. Vamum Fletcher. 

Gift of Qnincy Tufts and his sister. Miss Susan 

Tufts. 
Bequest of Stephen Meekins. 

Bequest of Charles Bowers Winn. 

Heirs of Hon. Josiah J. Fiske. 

Gift of Mr. Nathan Matthews. 
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FREE PUBLIC LIBRARY LAWS OF MASSACHUSETTS. 



1882. 

The Public Statutes, Chapter 40. 

Law Libraries. 

Section 1. Law 'library associations heretofore organized in any 
county except Suffolk shall be subject to the provisions of this chapter 
relating to such corporations. 

Sect. 2. The attorneys at law admitted to practice in the courts of the 
commonwealth, and resident in a county for which there is no law library 
association, may organize themselves by the name of the Law Library 
Association for such county ; and, when so organized, shall be a corpora- 
tion for the purpose of holding and managing the law library belonging 
to the county, and may adopt by-laws for that purpose, subject to the 
approval of the justices of the superior court. 

Sect. 3. The clerk of the courts in any county in which no such 
association has been organized may, upon the application of seven attor- 
neys at law resident therein, call a meeting for the purpose of such 
organization by posting up notifications thereof in some convenient 
place in any court-house of the county ; which meeting shall be held 
during the term of the superior court commencing next after ten days 
from the time of posting up such notification. The clerk shall preside 
at such meeting until a clerk of the association is chosen. 

Sect. 4. The officers of such an association shall be a clerk, treasurer, 
and librarian, and their duties shall be defined by the by-laws. 

Sect. 5. Every inhabitant of a county in which such association is 
organized may use the books in the library, subject to such regula- 
tions as may be prescribed by the association with the approval of the 
superior court. 

Town and City Libraries. 

Sect. 9. Any town or city may establish and maintain a public library 
therein, with or without branches, for the use of the inhabitants thereof, 
and may provide suitable rooms therefor, under such regulations for its 
government as may from time to time be prescribed by the inhabitants 
of the town or by the city council. 

Sect. 10. Any town may at a legal meeting grant and vote money 
for the establishment, maintenance, or increase of a public library 
therein, and for erecting or providing suitable buildings or rooms 
therefor; and may receive, hold, and manage any devise, bequest, or 
donation for the establishment, increase, or maintenance of any such 
library. 
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Sect. 11. The city government of a city or the selectmen of a town, 
in which there is a public library owned and maintained by such city or 
town, may place in such library, for the use of the inhabitants, such 
books, reports, and laws as haye been or may be received from the 
commonwealth. 

Appropriation of Money for Libraries. 

Section 10 of chapter 27 of the Public Statutes provides that the towns 
may at legal meetings grant and vote such sums as they judge necessary 
for maintaining any library therein to which the inhabitants are allowed 
free access for the purpose of using the books on the premises, and for 
establishing and maintaining a public reading-room, in connection with 
and under the control of the manager of such library. 

The Dog Tax. 

Section 107 of chapter 102 of the Public Statutes provides that the 
money received for dog licenses and refunded to the towns shall be 
expended for the support of public libraries or schools. 

Defacing Books, Papers, etc. 

Section 79 of chapter 203 of the Public Statutes provides that whoever 
wilfully and maliciously or wantonly and without cause writes upon, 
injures, defaces, tears or destroys a book, plate, picture, engraving or 
statue belonging to a law, town, city or other public library, shall be 
punished by a fine of not less than five nor more than fifty dollars, or by 
imprisonment in the jail not exceeding six months. 



1883. 

An Act to prevent tlie wilAil detention of books, newspapers, magra- 
zines, pamphlets or manuscripts of certain libraries. 

[Chapter 77, Acts ofl883.] 

Be it enacted^ eic^ as follows : 

Section 1. Whoever wilfully and maliciously or wantonly and with- 
out cause detains any book, newspaper, magazine, pamphlet, or manu- 
script belonging to a law, town, city or other public or incorporated 
library, for thirty days after notice in writing, from the librarian of such 
library, given after the expiration of the time which by the regulations 
of such library, such book, newspaper, magazine, pamphlet, or manu- 
script may be kept, shall be punished by a fine of not less than one nor 
more than twenty-five dollars, or by imprisonment in the jail not exceed- 
ing six months. 

Sect. 2. The notice required by the foregoing section shall bear upon 
its face a copy of this act. 

Sect. 3. This act shall take effect upon its passage. [^Jpproved 
March 24, 1883.] 
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An Act for the better protection of property of certain libraries. 

[Chapter 81, Acts of 1883.] 

Be it enacted, etc., as follows : 

Section 1. Section seventy-nine of chapter two hundred and three of 
the Public Statutes is hereby amended so as to read as follows : — Who- 
ever wilfully and maliciously or wantonly and without cause writes 
upon, injures, defaces, tears or destroys a book, plate, picture, engraving, 
map, newspaper, magazine, pamphlet, manuscript, or statue belonging 
to a law, town, city or other public or incorporated library, shall be 
punished by a fine of not less than five nor more than fifty dollars, or 
by imprisonment in the jail not exceeding six months. 

Sect. 2. This act shall take effect upon its passage. [Approved 
March 24, 1883.'] 

1885. 

An Act to protect persons usingr public libraries ft*om disturbance. 

[Acts of 1885, chapter 225.] 

Be it enacted, etc., as follows : 

Whoever wilfully disturbs persons assembled in a public library or 
reading room connected therewith, by making a noise or in any other 
manner, during the time in which such library or reading room is open 
to the public, shall be punished by imprisonment in the jail not exceed- 
ing thirty days, or by fine not exceeding fifty dollars. [Approved May 
12, 1885.'] 

1888. 

An Act concerningr the election and the powers and duties of trustees 
of free public libraries or of tree public libraries and readingr- 
rooms, in towns. 

[Acts of 1888, chapter 304.] 

Be it enacted, etc., a^ follows : 

Section 1. Every town which raises or appropriates money for the 
support of a free public library, or free public library and reading-room 
that is owned by the town, shall at its annual meeting, or at a legal town 
meeting appointed and notified for that purpose by tiie selectmen, elect 
a board of trustees, except in cases where such library has been or may 
be acquired by the town, in whole or in part, by some donation or be- 
quest containing other conditions or provisions for the elections of its 
trustees or for its care and management, which conditions have been 
accepted and agreed to by vote of the town. 

[Section 2 amended by chapter 112, Acts of 1889.] 

Sect. 2. Said board of trustees shall consist of any number of persons 
divisible by three not exceeding nine in all which the town may decide 
to elect, one-third thereof to be elected annually and to continue in office 
for three years, except that the town shall first elect one-third of the 
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trustees for one year, one-third for two years and one-third for three 
years, and thereafter one-third the number annually for the term of three 
years. No person shall be ineligible to serve upon said board of trus- 
tees by reason of sex. Such board of trustees shall be elected by ballot, 
and shall organize annually by the choice of a chairman and secretary 
from their own number. 

Sect. 3. If any person elected a member of the board of trustees, 
after being duly notified of his election in the manner in which town 
officers are required to be notified, refuses or neglects to accept said 
office, or if any member declines further service, or from change of resi- 
dence or otherwise, becomes unable to attend to the duties of the board, 
the remaining members shall in writing give notice of the fact to the 
selectmen of the town, and the two boards may thereupon, after giving 
public notice of at least one week, proceed to fill such vacancy until the 
next annual town meeting; and a majority of the ballots of persons 
entitled to vote shall be necessary to an election. 

Sect. 4. The trustees so elected by the town shall have the entire 
custody and management of the library and reading-room and all prop- 
erty owned by the town relating thereto ; and all money raised or appro- 
priated by the town for its support and maintenance, and all money or 
property that the town may receive by donation from any source, or by 
bequest, in behalf of said free public library and reading-room, shall be 
placed in the care and custody of the board of trustees, to be expended 
or retained by them for and in behalf of the town for the support and 
maintenance of its free public library and reading-room, in accordance 
with the conditions of each or any donation or bequest accepted by the 
town. 

Sect. 5. In every town which shall, by a majority of the votes cast 
at its annual town meeting or at a legal town meeting appointed and 
notified for that purpose by the selectmen, so direct, the board of trustees 
shall, in addition to the officers named in section two of this act, elect 
from among their own number a treasurer, who shall give a bond to 
the town similar to the bond given by the town treasurer, for such an 
amount and with such sureties as may be satisfactory to the selectmen ; 
and until a town directs otherwise the town treasurer shall act as treas- 
urer of the board of trustees. 

Sect. 6. The trustees shall make an explicit report to the town at 
each annual town meeting of all their receipts and expenditures, and of 
all the property of the town in their care and custody, including a state- 
ment of any unexpended balance of money they may have, and of any 
bequests or donations they may have received and are holding in behalf 
of the town, with such recommendations in reference to the same as 
they may deem necessary for the town to consider. 

Sect. 7. Nothing in this act shall be construed to interfere with 
library associations, nor with any library that is or may be organized 
and managed under special act of the legislature. 

Sect. 8. This act shall take effect upon its passage. [Approved May 
4, 1888.'] 
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1889. 

An Act relatlnfiT to the election, pcwers and duties of trustees of free 
public libraries and readingr-rooms in to^wns. 

[Acts of 1889, chapter 112.] 

Be ii enacted, etc., as follows : 

Section two of chapter three hundred and four of the acts of the year 
eighteen hundred and eighty-eight is hereby amended by striking out in 
lines two and three the words " not exceeding nine in all," so as to read 
as follows : Section 2. Said board of trustees shall consist of any num- 
ber of persons divisible by three which the town may decide to elect, 
one-third thereof to be elected annually and to continue in office for 
three years, except that the town shall first elect one-third of the trustees 
for one year, one-third for two years and one-third for three years, and 
thereafter one-third the number annually for the term of three years. 
No person shall be ineligible to serve upon said board of trustees by 
reason of sex. Such board of trustees shall be elected by ballot, and 
shall organize annually by the choice of a chairman and secretary from 
their own number: provided, any town having a free public library 
which has heretofore elected a board of trustees to manage the same 
consisting of a number divisible by three, and has heretofore elected 
annually one-third of said board for three years, may continue to elect 
annually one-third of said board, and the trustees in office shall hold 
their offices until the term for which they were elected shall expire, 
unless the town shall vote otherwise. \_Approved March 14, 1889.'] 



1890. 

An Act to promote the establishment and ef&ciency of free public 

libraries. 

[Acts of 1890, chapter 347.] 

Be it enacted, etc., as follows : 

Section 1. The governor with the advice and consent of the council 
shall appoint five persons, residents of the Commonwealth, who shall 
constitute a board of library commissioners. The governor shall desig- 
nate the chairman thereof. One member of said board shall be appointed 
for the term of five years, one for four years, one for three years, one 
for two years and one for one year ; and thereafter the term of office 
of the commissioners shall be five years. All vacancies on said board, 
whether occurring by expiration of term or otherwise, shall be filled by 
the governor with the advice and consent of the council. 

Sect. 2. The librarian or trustees of any free public library may ask 
said board for advice in regard to the selection of books, the cataloguing 
of books and any other matters pertaining to the maintenance or admin- 
istration of the library ; and the board shall give such advice in regard 
to said matters as it shall find practicable. The board shall make a 
report of its doings to the general court in January of each year, and 
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fifteen hundred copies of said report shall be printed as one of the public 
document series. 

Sect. S. Said board is hereby authorized and directed to expend, 
upon the application of the board of library trustees of any town hav- 
ing no free public library owned and controlled by the town, a sum not 
exceeding one hundred dollars for books for any such town entitled to 
the benefits of this act ; such books to be used by said trustees for the 
purpose of establishing a free public library, and said commissioners 
shall select and purchase all books to be provided as aforesaid. 

Sect. 4. No town shall be entitled to the benefits of this act until 
such town has accepted the provisions hereof at a regularly called town 
meeting, and has elected a board of library trustees as provided in 
chapter three hundred and four of the acts of the year eighteen hundred 
and eighty-eight, and until said trustees shall have provided, in a manner 
satisfactory to the board of eommissioners, for the care, custody and dis- 
tribution of the books furnished in accordance with this act 

Sect. 5. Any town accepting the provisions of this act shall annually 
appropriate from the dog tax, or shall otherwise annually provide for 
the use and maintenance of its free public library, a sum not less than 
fifty dollars if its last assessed valuation was one million dollars or 
upward, or a sum not less than twenty-five dollars if said valuation was 
less than one million and not less than two hundred and fifty thousand 
dollars, or a sum not less than fifteen dollars if said valuation was less 
than two hundred and fifty thousand dollars. 

Sect. 6. No member of the board of conunissioners shall receive 
any compensation, but the board may expend a sum not exceeding five 
hundred dollars annually for clerical assistance and incidental and nec- 
essary expenses in the discharge of its duties ; and all suins expended 
under the provisions of this act shall be paid from the treasury after 
the bills therefor have been approved by the board and sent to the 
auditor of the Conmionwealth, who shall certify to the governor and 
council the amount due as in case of all other bills and accounts 
approved by him under the provisions of law. 

Sect. 7. This act shall take effect upon its passage. [Approved May 
28, 1890:] 

[Acts of 1892, chapter 205.] 

Be U enacted, etc., as follows: 

The board of library commissioners may expend the sum of one hun- 
dred dollars for books for the free public library of any town whose 
valuation does not exceed six hundred thousand dollars, which main- 
tained a free library before the passage of chapter three hundred and 
forty-seven of the acts of the year eighteen hundred and ninety, and 
which has fully complied or hereafter fully complies with the provisions 
of said act. 
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Ofpiob of thb Sbcrbtart, Boston, Jan. 28, 1898. 

Hon. John L. Bates, Speaker, House of Representatives, 

Sir : — I have the honor to transmit herewith, for the use 
of the Legislature, the eighth report of the Free Public 
Library Commission of Massachusetts, 1898 (Public Docu- 
ment, No. 44). 

Very respectfully, 

WM. M. OLIN, 

Secretary, 



MEMBERS OF THE COMMISSION. 



Miss E. P. SOHIER, Secretary, Beverly, 
Miss ANNA SEARS AMORY, Boston, . 
C. B. TILLINGHAST, Chairman, Boston, 
SAMUEL SWETT GREEN, Worcester, 
HENRY S. NOURSE, Lancaster, . 



term expires 1902. 
term expires 1901. 
term expires 1900. 
term expires 1899. 
term expires 1898. 



REPORT OF THE COMMISSION. 



To the Honorable Senate and House of Bepresentatives. 

The second section of chapter 347 of the Acts of the year 
1890, which created the Free Public Library Commiaiision, 
provides that it shall make a report of its doings to the 
General Court in January of each year. In obedience to 
this law, the commission herewith presents its eighth report, 
for the calendar year 1897. 

The Commission. 

No change has occurred in the commission the past year, 
Miss E. P. Sohier having been re-appointed by Governor 
Wolcott for the full term of five years. It has held during 
the past year, as it has held since its organization, one meet- 
ing each month. 

New Free Public IjIbraries. 

The towns of Dennis, Dudley, Somerset, South Hadley 
and Wales, five in all, have, during the year, accepted the 
provisions of chapter 347 of the Acts of 1890, and been 
supplied each with one hundred dollars worth of books to 
aid in beginning a free pubUc library. 

A free public library has been established in the town of 
Williamsburg, by bequest. 

The town of Amesbury has been supplied with one hun- 
dred dollars' worth of books, under the provisions of chapter 
255 ofthe Acts of 1892. 

The library owned by the Ladies' Association in the town 
of Brewster has been made free to all the people of the town. 
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Towns classified as to Libraries. 

The following classification of the towns, revised to date, 
shows the free library facilities they now enjoy : — 



Class 1. 

Towns which have librariea owned and controlled by the town and free 

for circulation to all the people. 



AblDgtOD, 

Acushnet, 

Adams, 

Agawam, 

Alford, 

Amesbnry, 

Aodover, 

Arlington, 

Ashbumham, 

Ashby, 

Ashland, 

Athol, 

Attleborough, 

Aubam, 

Avon, 

Bellingham, 

Belmont, 

Berkley, 

Berlin, 

Beverly, 

Blackstone, 

Blandford, 

Bolton, 

Boston, 

Bourne, 

Boxboroagh, 

Boylston, 

Bridgewater, 

Brimfield, 

Brockton, 

Brookfield, 

Brookline, 

Burlington, 

Cambridge, 

Canton, 

Carlisle, 

Carver, 

Charlemont, 

Charlton, 



Chelmsford, 

Chelsea, 

Chester, 

Chesterfield, 

Chicopee, 

Chilmark, 

Clinton, 

Cohasset, 

Colrain, 

Conway, 

Dalton, 

Dana, 

Dartmouth, 

Dedham, 

Deerfield, 

Dennis, 

Dighton, 

Douglas, 

Dover, 

Dudley, 

Dunstable, 

East Bridgewater, 

Eastham, 

East Longmeadow, 

Edgartown, 

Egremont, 

Erving, 

Essex, 

Everett, 

Fall River, 

Falmouth, 

Fitchburg, 

Florida, 

Foxborough, 

Framingham, 

Freetown, 

Gill, 

Goshen, 

Gosnold, 



Granby, 

Granville, 

Greenfield, 

Greenwich, 

Groton, 

Groveland, 

Halifax, 

Hamilton,* 

Hampden, 

Hancock, 

Hanover, 

Hanson, 

Hard wick. 

Harvard, 

Hatfield, 

Hawley, 

Heath, 

Holbrook, 

Holden, 

Holland, 

HoUiston, 

Hopedale, 

Hubbardston, 

Hudson, 

Hull, 

Huntington, 

Hyde Park, 

Lancaster, 

Lanesborough, 

Leicester, 

Leominster, 

Leverett, 

Leyden, 

Longmeadow, 

Lowell, 

Ludlow, 

Lunenburg, 

Lynn, 

Lynnfield, 
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Manchester, 

Mansfield, 

Marblehead, 

Marlborough, 

Marshfield, 

Mashpee, 

Mattapoisett, 

Majnard, 

Medfield, 

Medford, 

Medwaj, 

Melrose, 

Mendon, 

Merrimac, 

Middleborough, 

Middlefield, 

Middleton, 

Milford, 

Millbnry, 

Millis, 

Milton, 

Monroe, 

Montague, 

Monterey, 

Montgomery, 

Mount Washington, 

Nahant, 

Natick, 

Needham, 

New Ashford, 

New Bedford, 

New Braintree, 

Newbury port. 

New Salem, 

Newton, 

Norfolk, 

North Adams, 

Northampton, 

North Andover, 

North Attleborough, 

Northborough, 

North Brookfield, 

Northfield, 

North Reading, 

Norwood, 

Oakham, 

Orange, 

Orleans, 

Otis, 



Oxford, 

Paxton, 

Peabody, 

Pel ham, 

Pepperell, 

Peru, 

Phillipston, 

Plainfield, 

Plympton, 

Prescott, 

Provincetown, 

Quincy, 

Reading, 

Revere, 

Richmond, 

Rochester, 

Rockland, 

Rockport, 

Rowe, 

Rowley, 

Royalston, 

Russell, 

Rutland, 

Salisbury, 

Sandisfield, 

Sandwich, 

Saugus, 

Savoy, 

Sharon, 

Sheffield, 

Shelbume, 

Sherborn, 

Shirley, 

Shrewsbury, 

Shutesbury, 

Somerset, 

Somerville, 

Southborough, 

Southbridge, 

South Hadley, 

South wick, 

Spencer, 

Sterling, 

Stoneham, 

Stoughton, 

Stow, 

Sturbridge, 

Sudbury, 

Sunderland, 



Sutton, 

Swampscott, 

Swansea, 

Taunton, 

Templeton, 

Tewksbury, 

Tolland, 

Topsfield, 

Townsend, 

Truro, 

Tyngsborough, 

Tyringham, 

Upton, 

Uxbridge, 

Wakefield, 

Wales, 

Walpole, 

Waltham, 

Warwick, 

Watertown, 

Wayland, 

Webster, 

Wellfleet, 

Wendell, 

Wenham, 

Westborough, 

West Boylston, 

West Bridgewater, 

West Brookfield, 

Westford, 

Westminster, 

West Newbury, 

Weston, 

Westport, 

West Springfield, 

West Stockbridge, 

Weymouth, 

Whately, 

Whitman, 

Wilbraham, 

Williamstown, 

Wilmington, 

Winchendon, 

Winchester, 

Windsor, 

Winthrop, 

Worcester, 

Wrentham. — 263. 
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Ttntms which have free 

Acton, 

Ayer, 

Barre, 

Bedford, 

Belchertowo, 

Bemardston, 

Brmintree, 

Concord, 

Cummingtony 

Danyera, 

£asthampton, 

Enfield, 



Clam 8. 

libraries in which the town 
tian in the management, 

Franklin, 

Georgetown, 

Grafton, 

Haverhill, 

Hingbam, 

Hinsdale, 

Holjoke, 

Lawrence, 

Lenox, 

Lexington, 

Lincoln, 

Littleton, 



has some representee 

Maiden, 

Methuen, 

Norton, 

Petersham, 

Randolph, 

Salem, 

Springfield, 

Warren, 

Westfield, 

Wobum. — 34. 



Class S. 

Towns in which there are libraries to which the town appropriate moneyi 

but is not represented in the management. 



Amherst, 

Ashficld, 

Boxford, 

Chatham, 

Cottage City, 

Duxbury, 

Gardner, 

Great Barrington, 



Lee, 

Monson, 

Northbridge, 

Palmer, 

Pembroke, 

Pittsfield, 

Plymouth, 

Princeton, 



Scituate, 
Southampton, 
Stock bridge, 
Ware, 
Wellesley, 
Westhampton, 
Westwood, 
Worthlngton. — 24. 



Class 4. 

Towr^ in which there are free libraries which have no connection with 

the town. 



Barnstable, 

Becket, 

Billerioa, 

Brewster, 

Bnckland, 

Easton, 

Fairhayen, 



Gloooester, 

Harwich, 

Hopkinton, 

Ipswich, 

Kingston, 

Marion, 

Raynham, 



Behoboth, 
Tisbury, 
Wareham, 
West Tisbury, 
Williamsburg, 
Yarmouth. — 20. 



Class 5. 

Towns that have the free use of public libraries in other places, 

Newbury, ..... Newburyport Public Library. 
Washington, .... Becket Athenseum. — 2. 
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Class 6. 
Towns having no free public library privileges, 
Cheshire, Hadley, Norwell, 



Clarksburg, 
Dracut, 
Gay Head, 



Lakeville, 

Nantucket, 

New Marlborough, 



Seekonk. — 10. 



The Towns without Libraries. 

It will be seen that there are now only ten towns in the 
State that are not fully entitled to the privileges and rights 
of a free public library. In four of these towns there are 
good association libraries that are not free, one of them is 
awaiting the maturing of the terms of a bequest made some 
years ago to establish a library, and the only obstacle in some 
of the other towns is the lack of any convenient centre for 
locating a library. 

Only Three-fifths of One Per Cent, of the People 

WITHOUT Free Public Libraries. 

The population of the State by the census of 1895 was 
2,500,183. The population of the towns now without free 
library privileges is 14,680, or more than 50 per cent, less 
than the population of the towns without libraries last year, 
and a trifle less than three-fiflhs of one per cent, of the popula- 
tion of the entire State. Seven of these, ten towns show a 
loss of population in the last ten years. The following is 
the list : — 



TOWNS. 




OalD. 



Cheshire, . 

Clarksburg, 

Dracut, 

Gay Head, . 

Hadley, 

Lakeville, . 

Nantucket, 

New Marlborough, 

Norwell, . 

Seekonk, . 

Total, . 



1,176 


272 


1,009 


— 


2,443 


- 


169 


17 


1,704 


43 


870 


110 


8,016 


126 


1,228 


373 


1,640 


49 


1,465 


- 


14,680 



801 
516 



170 
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Gifts and New Buildings. 

The following gifts to our libraries have been noted during 
the year : — 

Amesburt. Mrs. Hannah C. Habbard bequeathed $5,000 to the 
Amesbury Public Library for a building fund. The will of 
Jonathan Wadleigh contained a bequest of $500 to the Ames- 
bury Public Library. 

Boston. Mr. William C. Todd of Atkinson, N. H., has completed 
his foundation of the newspaper department in the Boston 
Public Library by the gift of $50,000 to the city, the income 
of which is to be expended for this purpose. The Papyrus 
Club of Boston has given $1,000 to the library, as a memorial 
of the late John Boyle O'Reilly. The late Rev. Caleb Davis 
Bradlee bequeathed $1,000 and a residuary interest in his 
estate to the library. The Association of the Twentieth 
Regiment has given $5,000 to the library for the purchase of 
military books and the care of a military alcove. The Boston 
Browning Society has given its collection of 300 volumes to 
the library. 

Bourne. The new library building erected by Miss Emily H. 
Bourne of New Bedford for the town of Bourne, as a memo- 
rial of her father, the late Hon. Jonathan Bourne, after whom 
the town was named, was dedicated June 17, 1897. 

Brookline. The late Rev. Caleb Davis Bradlee bequeathed $500 
and a residuary interest in his estate to the Brookline Public 
Library. 

Chelsea. The will of the late William 6. Wheeler contained a 
bequest of $5,000, the income of which is to be used for the 
Fitz Public Library. 

East Bridgewater. The Washburn Library building, a fine brick 
building with free-stone trimmings, erected at a cost of about 
$12,000 for the town of East Bridgewater by Mr. Silas Wash- 
burn of Wellesley Hills, has been completed and dedicated 
during the year. 

Eastham. a new building for the Eastham Public Library has 
been provided at a moderate expense by the Village Improve- 
ment Society. 

Hyde Park. The town has voted to purchase a site and build a 
new library building, and appropriated $25,000 for the pur- 
pose. The library has also a building fund of $7,000. 
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MoNSON. Mrs. Horatio Lyon, who gave the library building to 
the town of Monson bequeathed an additional $10,000 to the 
library. 

North Adams. The Hon. Albert C. Houghton, who gave the fine 
estate to the city of North Adams for a library building, has 
given the city $10,000 to fit the building for occupancy. 

Pepperell. The will of the late Charles F. Lawrence, a New 
York banker, contained a bequest of $100,000 for the con- 
struction of a library building and art gallery for the town of 
Pepperell, his former home. All of his books and pictures 
are also given to the library. 

Reading. The late Fred W. Hatch provided that, after the death 
of his wife, a bequest of $10,000 should be available for the 
construction of a building for the public library. 

SoMERviLLE. Mrs. Harriet Minot Laughlin, the daughter of Isaac 
Pitman, who was the first librarian of the Somerville Public 
Library, has given $1,000 to the library, in memory of her 
father, the income to be expended for English poetry. 

Sturbridge. The Joshua Hyde Public Library building, which 
was erected at an expense of about $10,000, bequeathed to 
the town of Sturbridge for that purpose by the late George B« 
Hyde of Boston, was dedicated July 22, 1897. 

Wales. Miss Anna M. Johnson of Brookline has deposited $100 
in the Cambridge Savings Bank, the interest of which is to be 
used for the purchase of books for the free public library of 
Wales. 

Watland. The late Warren C. Roby provided by his will for the 
purchase of a site and the construction of a building for the 
Wayland Public Library. 

West Newbury. The late Moses Warren Edwards bequeathed 
$3,000 for a library building for the town of West Newbury, 
on condition that the town should appropriate $2,000 for the 
same purpose. 

Williamsburg. The Meekins Memorial Library building, built 
by the bequest of the late Stephen Meekins, was dedicated 
Feb. 1, 1897. Mr. S. B. Stebbins has presented to the town, 
from the estate of his aunt. Miss Chloe Stebbins, the annual 
income of $100 for the library. 

Winchester. The will of the late F. W. Daniels of Winchester 
contained a bequest of $500 to the Winchester Public Library. 

WiNTHROP. Mrs. Merrill Frost has given the town of Winthrop 
$10,000 for a library building, on condition that a like amount 
shall be raised by the town. 
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Travelling LiBRARnss. 

The Woman's Education Association of Boston has con- 
tinued the circulation of the travelling libraries which they 
have provided for the benefit of the smaller communities, 
and report an increase of the circulation of books over the 
previous year of over fifty per cent. These libraries are 
loaned at present to the following towns : — 



Alford, 


Oakham, 


Rutland, 


Brimfield, 


Otis, 


Salisbury, 


Chilmark, 


Faxton, 


Somerset, 


East Freetown, 


Pel ham, 


Wendell, 


Florida, 


Plainfield, 


West Stockbridge, 


Goshen, 


Rochester, 


Windsor. 


Leyden, 


Rnssell, 





The Use of Pictures in Public Libraries. 

The value of the exhibition of collections of pictures in 
connection with the work of the public library is coming to 
be generally recognized, and the paper prepared by Mr. 
Green, and appended to this report, gives the results of 
a suCx^essfiil experience, and will be found suggestive and 
interesting. 

Visitation of Small Libraries. 

The Woman's Education Association of Boston has suc- 
cessfully continued the work of the travelling libraries which 
are loaned to the more sparsely settled towns, and during the 
year a committee consisting of Miss Mary Morison and Mrs. 
Ashton R. Willard of Boston and Miss Alice G. Chandler of 
Lancaster has viaited the following towns : Florida, West 
Stockbridge, Alford, Windsor, Brimfield and Salisbury. 
Miss Amory of the commission has also visited, without 
expense to the Commonwealth, the libraries in the towns of 
Dover, Avon, Boxborough, Deerfield, Shelbume, Colrain, 
Conway, Leyden, New Ashford, Hancock, Richmond, West 
Stockbridge, Otis, Russell, Blandford, Huntington and Ches- 
ter. Full notes of the condition of the libraries in all these 
towns have been placed at the disposal of the commission. 
Almost without exception the libraries in these towns give 
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evidence of the intelligent interest the people have taken in 
them and the useful work they are accomplishing in the com- 
munity. These visits have proved beneficial to the commis- 
sion, by acquainting it more fully with the difficulty of 
circulating books in thinly settled localities, and with the 
minor obstacles which are encountered by those who seek to 
make the libraries useful to the largest number of families. 
They have proved stimulating and profitable to those having 
the care of the libraries, who welcome the interest shown in 
their effoil;, and gain the benefit of a wider experience and 
observation of how libraries are successfully managed in 
similar communities elsewhere. 

Suggestions as to improved methods have been kindly 
received, and will doubtless produce good results. Among 
the more prominent impressions of needed improvements 
are the necessity of great care as to the location, especially 
where it has been necessary to provide accommodations in a 
private house, in order that all the people may find it a 
welcome and congenial place to visit ; the importance of 
keeping the library open more times and hours in the week ; 
the great advantages of a pleasant and attractive reading, 
room, wherever it is possible to provide one, where the 
young people especially may find illustrated papers and 
magazines to read or to take to their homes; the great 
value of inexpensive branches and depositories for books, 
in connection with the post-offices, stores or similar places 
of public resort in the different and often widely separated 
villages of a town, and also the distribution of books to the 
families through the schools ; and in some cases greater free- 
dom to look over the books and permission to take more 
books and retain them a longer time for reading, especially 
where the home is a long distance from the library. 

C. B. TILLINGHAST, 
HENRY S. NOURSE, 
SAMUEL SWETT GREEN, 
ANNA SEARS AMORY, 
ELIZABETH P. SOHIER, 

Commissioners, 
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THE Use of Pictures in Libraeies. 



By SAMUEL SWETT GREEN, 
LiBRABiAM or Fbsb Publio Libbabt, Wobobstbb. 



THE USE OF PICTURES IN THE PUBLIC LIBRARIES 

OF MASSACHUSETTS. 



In Great Britain, in 1845, was enacted a law entitled ^^ An aot 
for encoaraging the establishment of mnsenms in large towns.*' 

The well-known law of 1850 is entitled ^^ An act to enable town- 
councils to establish libraries and museums." These museums are 
defined in a section of the law to be '^ museums of art and science.** 
Towns in Great Britain may use public money to establish and 
maintain museums of art and science as well as libraries. These 
are not provided for in Massachusetts by existing library laws. 
Arrangements are made in some towns, however, by which art 
galleries may be housed in the same building as a public library 
and be under the control of the library board. In Fitchburg, for 
example, the Hon. Rodney Wallace, in 1885, gave to the city a 
building to be used for a ^* free public library, reading-rooms and 
art gallery and for no other purpose,'' on condition that the city 
government accept it, and agree to bear the current expenses. 
There is a collection of oil paintings in the uppef story of that 
building. 

Many public libraries are owners of works of art, which have 
been given to them. 

As early as 1869 the Boston Public Library acquired, by gift, 
the Tosti collection of engravings. 

The City Library Association of Springfield has a museum of 
natural history connected with it, as well as an extensive art col- 
lection. This is not a public library, however, controlled and sup- 
ported by the city, but a private institution, to which the city gives 
liberal assistance annually, in consideration of the fact that its 
privileges are extended to the general public without cost. 

While it would be out of place to spend money appropriated by 
a town for a library, for buying oil paintings and statuary to form 
an art museum, it is considered proper to buy photographs and 
plates, not only bound in volumes, but detached, for the purpose 
of illustrating subjects treated of in books in the library. 
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Id 80 far as the writer knows, the Free Public Library in Worces- 
ter was the first public library in the country to make a deliberate 
and large expenditure for photographs, engravings and other kinds 
of plates, to use for the purposes of popular education in connection 
with the daily work of the library. The present librarian became 
connected with it as a director Jan. 1, 1867, and as librarian Jan. 
15, 1871. Soon after his connection with the institution he intro-> 
duced the plan of buying freely pictures separate from books. 
These have been bought mainly from the income of a fund established 
by the will of Dr. John Green, the founder of the reference depart- 
ment, but to a considerable extent also from the city appropriation. 

Since 1870 interest in art instruction has grown apace. Instruc- 
tion in drawing has been given in the public schools. In July, 1871, 
Mr. Walter Smith, who had been brought here from abroad, was 
made Art Director in this Commonwealth. A growing and large 
interest in making all objects beautiful and in having everywhere 
tasteful surroundings showed itself in the community generally. 

It became very evident to the librarian in Worcester that pic- 
tures must be provided, if the library was to do the work which 
might properly be expected of it in fostering the art spirit and in 
giving it material by means of which it might get exercise. A 
sufficiently large number of copies of Jones's ^' Grammar of Orna- 
ment" in its larger form, a copy of *' L' Ornement Polychrome," 
and other similar works, were bought, and collections of plates, 
mainly large photographs representing the work of masters in art, 
were bought from time to time. This library also became a 
pioneer in the work of bringing about a close connection between 
libraries and schools. When these relations were established, it 
soon became obvious that not only in providing for the newly 
awakening interest in art, but also affording necessary aid in 
geography, history and other studies, large collections of pictures 
must be acquired. The value of the illustrations in books was 
recognized, as well as their rapid increase in number and excel- 
lence. But here, as well as in instruction in art, more, larger and 
better pictures were needed, and these had to be bought as sepa- 
rate plates, and kept in portfolios so that they could be hung on 
walls. * 

Not only was the pictorial matter acquired by the library placed 
at the disposal of teachers, scholars and the general public in 
meeting their daily needs, but not infrequently exhibitions were 
given. Thus early a large collection of good-sized photographs, 
illustrating the work of Raphael and the development of his 
genius, was shown. Then followed other exhibitions of photo- 
graphs of pictures of artists of different Italian and German 
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schools of painting. The experiment was successfully tried of 
having members of the Worcester Art Society make themselves 
acquainted with groups of pictures which they undertook to ex- 
plain to visitors. A lady well acquainted with pictures was hired 
to come from Boston to be present at one of the exhibitions, and 
enter into conversation, with persons interested, about the pictures 
and artists. This plan gave much satisfaction. 

When the new library building was added to the older one, in 
1890, new facilities were provided for exhibitions. The interior 
of the new building was planned by the librarian, and arrange- 
ments for a hall and art galleries were made. Many exhibitions 
have been given for the benefit of pupils in the schools. For 
example, when scholars in the high schools have been studying 
essays from the ^^ Spectator," classes are brought to the library, 
and photographs of old buildings in London, colored pictures of 
the exteriors of buildings and of scenes within buildings in the 
times represented in the writings and other illustrations of London 
in the time of Addison and of the manners and occupations of its 
inhabitants are shown to them. If they have been engaged in 
studying plays of Shakespeare, the plates of the work known as 
the ^*' Homes and Haunts of Shakespeare," in colors and in black 
and white, are hung on the walls of a hall, together with the illus- 
trations of scenes in the plays of Shakespeare by Darley ; and fac- 
similes of the quartos and folios and works giving representations 
of the exterior and interior architecture and of the costumies of the 
time of the dramatist are brought together, and classes, with their 
teachers, invited to examine and study them. 

For pupils in the grammar schools exhibitions have been pro- 
vided. Thus, when in the school course the civil war of 1861-65 
has been studied, one hundred photographs of bridges, houses, 
roads and battlefields (with the dead lying unburied) are placed 
on the walls of a hall, with Forbes's etchings descriptive of life in 
the camp during the war, battle pictures in color and a set of con- 
federate etchings. All are carefully inscribed with names of 
places, scenes, etc. (with which the memories of the children are 
at that time filled) ; and the principals of the grammar schools 
are notified that the exhibition is open, and that such boys and 
girls as desire may come to it between the hours of four and six 
o'clock in the afternoon. 

Last winter a more elaborate exhibition was held. The colored 
plates of Catlin, illustrating life among the North American 
Indians during his residence among them ; Thomas Moran's beauti- 
ful and striking representations of the scenery in the Yellow- 
stone Park ; a set of chromolithographs, such as are used in Ger- 
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man schools in teaching physical geography; and Troavelot's 
plates, showing how the heavenly bodies look through a telescope, 
— were hang on the walls of a hall. By arrangement with the 
superintendent of schools, teachers registered their names at his 
office, and placed after them the dates when they would like to 
bring scholars to the library. It was announced to the librarian 
every day, by telephone, what school was coming. Such pupils 
in a school as desired came to the library, accompanied by teach- 
ers, after school in the afternoon, and spent an hour in examining 
the pictures and in listening to a lecture about them. This exhi- 
bition was peculiarly successful, and was very entertaining and 
instructive to the children. 

Another exhibition of a similar character has been planned for 
the present winter. A course of lectures was given by Dr. G. 
Stanley Hall to the teachers of Worcester last winter. Some of 
these were illustrated at the library by bringing together into a 
room pictorial and literary matter likely to prove useful in teach- 
ing the subjects which he was showing them how to teach. Classes 
go to the library from the high schools and from grammar schools 
to look over, in a room by themselves, photographs of classical re- 
mains, illustrations of armor, or pictures interesting in connection 
with other subjects. 

Twenty years or so ago geography was taught in the Worcester 
Normal School by means of lantern slides. The principal of one 
of the grammar schools in Worcester has 1,500 slides which he 
uses in giving instruction in his school. For example, he has a 
series of pictures which he has taken, showing the various points of 
interest in Concord, Mass. These pictures are shown and the con- 
nection of the place with the Revolution and the town's distinguished 
residents are mentioned and talked about. Interest is thus excited 
that may lead to extended studies in history and literature. The 
teacher spoken of has been doing work of this kind for ten years. 
The superintendent of schools in Worcester has become much inter- 
ested in the matter, and is endeavoring to have instruction given 
by slides in other, if not in all, the public schools. Many of the 
slides are prepared from maiierial in the Public Library. That 
institution has skylights and a dark closet for the use of photog- 
raphers, and large numbers of pictures which teachers desire to 
copy. 

Prof. William M. Davis of Harvard University has of late years 
been very much interested in having instruction given by means of 
lantern slides; and in No. II. of '^Papers from the Physical 
Geography Laboratory of Harvard University " may be found a 
list of geographical lantern slides, of great interest, prepared for 
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use in the Cambridge public schools by Professor Davis (Cam- 
bridge, Mass., Harvard Printing Company). 

The first of next month (February, 1898) an exhibition is to be 
given at the library in Worcester, of especial interest to schools. 
The Public School Art League, having raised $300 or $400 in small 
subscriptions by residents of Worcester, has lately been buying 
objects to be used in decoration of schoolrooms in different por- 
tions of the city. Before they are put in the places they are to 
occupy, they are all of them to be brought to the library for a 
public exhibition. The library will add a collection of photo- 
graphs, selected from its stores with particular reference to their 
desirability for purposes of school decoration ; and it is expected 
that a new interest will be awakened in the community by the dis- 
play, in providing additional means to be used in furtherance of 
the good plans of the School Art League. 

There has just been hung in a room in the Worcester Library a 
collection of photographs illustrative of Greek sculpture. There 
is a large class of ladies studying this subject. It began the study 
last winter, and is continuing it the present season. The members 
of the class call at such hours as they please to examine the photo- 
graphs, and once a week several ladies come and study them for 
two or three hours. Societies connected with churches that are 
making fireside travels, Chautauqua circles, clubs for the suburbs 
of the city, teachers with classes to which instruction is being 
given in the history of painting, come to the library ; they have 
rooms assigned them and are provided with illustrative matter, on 
such subjects as they have an interest in at the time. 

A large number of exhibitions is provided for the general pub- 
lic. Such as have been given in the last few years are described 
in the annual reports of the library. Examples are : the antiqui- 
ties of Russia ; the remains of Pompeii ; Moorish art in Cairo ; 
English, French and Spanish painting ; classical antiquities. Oc- 
casionally a deserving local artist is discovered, and is allowed, in 
connection with an exhibition, to fill a room with his pictures. 
Several exhibitions have been given in the Worcester Library in 
conjunction with the Worcester Art Society. Thus, when the new 
librp.ry building was opened, the Art Society filled the galleries 
with portraits gathered mainly from homes in the city. As the 
earlier artists of the country and later painters, as well as the most 
distinguished living portrait painters, were represented in the ex- 
hibition, it gave, to some extent, a history of American portrait- 
ure. At another time the Art Society gave an exhibition of china, 
and winter before last kept up a continuous exhibition of oil paint- 
ings and bric-a-brac for four months. The library assisted by filling 
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n room with photographs of Engliah and Contmental cathedrals of 
large size, and afterwards with representations of the frescos of 
Michael Angelo in the Sistlne Chapel. The Art Society spent 
from $300 to $700 on each of these exhibitions. In connection 
with the exhibition of china, prizes were given by the Art Society 
for ceramic decorations by local amateurs. 

A very large use of pictores is being made in the new Forbes 
Library at Northampton. That institution was opened to the 
public July 1, 1895, under the care of an experienced librarian, 
Mr. Charles A. Cutter, who was for twenty-four years librarian of 
the Boston Athenaeum. The Forbes Library had accumulated a 
considerable sum which could be spent at the start in buying 
books, photographs and objects of art, and is provided with an in- 
come which will enable it to make valuable additions from year to 
year. From the second annual report of the library, for the year 
ending Nov. 80, 1896, it appears that several successful exhibi- 
tions were given in that year. One of great interest consisted of 
mountain photographs owned by the Appalachian Club, giving 
views of the Alps, the Tyrol, ^tna and the Caucasus. This was 
followed by a loan exhibition of photographs taken in India, Japan 
and Siam. These belonged to a resident of Northampton, who 
made the display more attractive by lending to the library a ^^ case 
full of oriental curiosities, idols, swords and daggers, palm-leaf 
books, pipes and the betel-nut apparatus." Besides other exhibi- 
tions of material owned by the library, and borrowed, it had two 
furnished by a representative of a large dealer in photographs. 

Recently an interesting exhibition has been given in the Forbes 
Library building of the work of amateur photographers. 

*' These exhibitions," the librarian states, " have not only given 
pleasure, which in itself would be sufficient justification, but have 
broadened their visitors' minds, have supplied some of the advan- 
tages of travel to those who could not leave home, have renewed 
the impressions of those who had been abroad, have increased the 
knowledge of art and educated the taste of all who saw them." 
The library has been invited to join a league of twenty Massachu- 
setts libraries, who will prepare a travelling exhibition, stopping 
two weeks at each library. 

The Boston Public Library under its present management is 
showing a very marked interest in the cause of popular entertain- 
ment and education, and is using its great resources and wide and 
powerful influence efficiently to these ends. In trying to show 
what use this library is making of pictures, I cannot do better 
than to incorporate here the following letter, just received from 
Mr. Otto Fleischner, the head of the Art Department : — 
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The Public Library or the City op Boston, Jan. 1, 1898. 

Samuel S. Green, Esq., Librarian^ Worcester Public Library, Worces- 
ter, Mass, 

Dear Mr. Green: — In answer to your letter of December 19th, 
I giye below a partial list of exhibitions of pictures in this library, 
which I hope will serve your purpose. 

We now keep a regular record of all the exhibitions, but have no lists 
of the first year after the opening of this department. 

Our aim is to have it known that students and casual visitors will find 
something new and interesting and at the same time instructive to see 
on every successive visit to the library. When the walls of the Barton 
Library, which is mainly used for this purpose, are not occupied by 
special exhibits,-a selection of photographs is put up without a set pro- 
gramme, although a certain order is followed. For instance, the artists 
of a certain school are shown in sequence, or a collection of landscapes 
or genre pictures or portraits, interior decoration, etc. 

The special exhibitions are arranged with a view to illustrate special 
events, lectures, courses in the public schools or the Institute of Tech- 
nology, anniversaries, national and other holidays. For Christmas, just 
past, a collection of Nativities of different schools was exhibited, while 
Easter will be a good season for a collection of Madonnas. For Wash- 
ington's Birthday last year a very interesting loan collection of Washing- 
ton portraits was put up, and will be repeated this year ; Decoration Day 
is celebrated by a display of a large collection of Brady's war photo- 
graphs ; Patriot's Day, Bunker Hill Day, Fourth of July, are illustrated 
by maps, views of battles, portraits of generals, etc. 

Among the special exhibitions may also be mentioned those in con- 
nection with : — 

Professor Weir's Lowell Institute lectures on Italian art. 
Professor Homer's Lowell lectures on Romanesque architecture. 
Hopkins' lectures on the history of art, to the teachers of the Boston 

schools, which will be continued this winter. 
Industrial arts in connection with the Arts and Crafts exhibition. 
Collection (loan) of book plates by Boston artists. 
Collection (loan) of historical and rich modern bindings. 
Loan collection of original drawings, engravings and reproductions, 
showing the methods of book illustration, in connection with the 
Library Club meeting. 
Holbein portraits and other pictures, on the 400th anniversary of 

the artist's birth. 
Cabot Centennial ; portraits, maps, views, etc. 
Bradford Manuscript ; autographs, views, portraits, etc. 
The Constitution, Cuba, Alaska, etc. 

Loan collection of original drawings and paintings for book illus- 
trations, etc. 
Of course all special exhibitions are announced in the newspapers. 
To these exhibitions must be added the permanent display of the 
Arundel prints in the fine arts room, the collection of solar prints suit- 
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able for school decoration, and the Howard Pyle paintings illustrating 
American historical subjects, both in the juvenile room. 

Since last fall these exhibitions have been extended, with gratifying 
results to the ten branches, and several special collections are sent in 
rotation to the various branches and exhibited for two weeks. The 
schools in the respective district are notified, and visit the branch in 
classes, under the supervision of teachers. 

The regular collections of photographs are not used for this purpose, 
but the library purchased within the last six months a collection of about 
2,600 half-tone reproductions from paintings and sculpture (classical 
picture and sculpture galleries) and about 1,000 gelatine prints (European 
architecture), which are exclusively used for branches and schools. 

The " Classical Picture Gallery ^^ and ** Classical Sculpture Gallery,*^ 
published by H. Grevell & Co. of London, and '* European Architecture,^* 
published in Chicago, are monthly serials, and are still continued. 

A portfolio of a selection of these pictures is sent regularly on the first 
Tuesday of every month to each branch, where they are either displayed 
on the walls or used on the tables. These portfolios are also issued to 
teachers for use in the schoolroom, the portfolios being so arranged that 
they may serve as easels to show the pictures from the teacher^s desk. 

An experiment will be made during January to hold a lecture in con- 
nection with the exhibitions ; this will be done under the auspices of one 
of the art clubs, who will supply a competent lecturer. 

In case the experiment proves feasible, a regular course of lectures 
will be arranged for the winter. 

Very truly yours. Otto Fleischner. 



Can libraries in small towns avail themselves of advantages 
which come from ready access to generoas collections of pictares ? 

It will be noticed that the Forbes Library borrowed the pictares 
for the exhibition of mountain views from the Appalachian Club. 
Now, this club, it is announced, is ready to lend its photographs 
to any library that will pay freight and attend to the cost of hang- 
ing the pictures. There are persons interested in small towns who 
have collections of plates and objects of art and other interest- 
ing material which they would be willing to lend to libraries. 
Among others, there are persons born and perhaps brought up in 
little towns who would be glad to lend collections which they own, 
or to influence others to lend collections, for the instruction and 
entertainment of the present residents in the places of their birth. 
It is understood that the Century Company has sometimes lent 
the drawings and paintings from which the illustrations in its mag- 
azines have been prepared. Other publishers have similar collec- 
tions which they could, perhaps, be induced to lend. Arrange- 
ments could undoubtedly sometimes be made with dealers to send 
small lots of pictures to little towns. 
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Mr. John Cotton Dana, now the librarian of the City Library 
Association of Springfield, in this State, bnt until recently the 
librarian of the Fnblic Library of Denver, Col., did some inex- 
pensive work while living in the latter city in bringing together 
and distributing collections of pictures. He had illustrations cut 
out from illustrated papers and magazines and mounted on stiff 
paper, distributed them under heads and arranged them in cata- 
logue drawers. Teachers and others could go to these drawers and 
select such pictures as they wanted to take to schools or homes. 
This work of Mr. Dana is described in a recent volume of the 
"Library Journal." 

It is often said that any town, no matter how small it is, may 
have a unique library. All that is necessary is to start and main- 
tain a movement to bring together every book, pamphlet, broad- 
side or newspaper that will in any way throw light on the history 
of the town or the lives of its residents or past inhabitants. It 
may not only have a mass of local literature, but may add to this 
a museum of antiquities and other objects which illustrate the his- 
tory or show the present products and interests of the town. Both 
of these things have been done in a most admirable manner in the 
public library of the beautiful little town of Lancaster, in Worces- 
ter County. But every town library may have a unique art collec- 
tion. Poor, indeed, is a town without amateur photographers 
among its permanent or summer residents. With little trouble and 
at no great expense any town library may secure a valuable collec- 
tion of local photographs. Preserve the remembrance of beauti- 
ful trees or groups of trees. The landscape changes from time to 
time, as wood is cut or as alterations are made for utilitarian pur- 
poses. Have pictures taken, to show how the town looks to-day. 
Get photographs of all prominent residents, and, so far as pos- 
sible, likenesses of former residents and of persons born in the 
town who have been important factors in adding to the prosperity 
of larger places. Take pictures of old houses. If a library, even 
in a very small town, should do this kind of work systematically, 
and do a good deal of it every year, it would not be long before it 
would have a valuable, and, as stated before, unique collection. 

A town library may join a league like the one which the Forbes 
Library was asked to attach itself to. 

Finally, travelling libraries of pictures are available. The 
Woman's Education Association of Boston has done excellent 
work in sending to small towns travelling libraries of books. It 
is now entering on the work of sending boxes of pictures to places 
where they are desired. It has already done work of this kind. 

I will only add that considerable work of this kind is being done 
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in the State of Wisoonsin. Attention has for some time been 
attracted to that State by the excellence of the work which it has 
been doing by sending boxes of books to sparsely settled portions 
of the State. In a report recently issued by the Wisconsin Free 
Library Commission, on *' Free Travelling Libraries in Wisconsin," 
there is a very interesting account of good work that is being done 
by travelling boxes of pictures in Portage County. 
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A ROLL OF HONOR. 



LIST OF GIVERS OF FREE PUBLIC LIBRARY 
BUILDINGS IN MASSACHUSETTS. 



GIVERS OF FREE PUBLIC LIBRARY BUILDINGS IN 

MASSACHUSETTS. 



Acton, . 

Andover, 

Arlington, 

AshbnmhAin, 

Ayer, 

Barnstable, 

Barre, • 

Becket, . 

Belchertown, 

Bemardston, 

Billerica, 

Blandford, 

Bonme, . 

Bozford, 

Braintree, 

Brookfield, 

Bnckland, 

Cambridge, 

Carlisle, . 

Cbarlemont, 

Chatham, 

Chelmsford, 

Chelsea, . 

Concord, 

Cnmmington, 

Dalton, . 

Dedham, 

Dnxbary, 

East Bridgewater, 

Easthampton, 

Easton, . 

Essex, . 

Ererett; . 

Fairhaven, 



Gift of Hon. William A. Wilde of Maiden. 

Gift of citizens. * * 

Gift of Mrs. Maria C. Robbins of Brooklyn, N. Y. 

Gift of Mr. George F. Stevens. 

Gift of Mr. Frederick F. Ayer of New York. 

Gift of Hon. William Stnrgis. 

Gift of Mr. Henry Woods of Boston. 

Gift of Miss Blanche Perkins. 

Gift of John Francis Clapp. 

Gift of Hon. Henry W. Cnshman. 

Gift of Mrs. Joshua Bennett. 

Gift of Mrs. Josephine E. iS. Porter of Hartford, 

Conn. 
Gift of Miss Emily H. Bonme as a memorial of her 

father, the Hon. Jonathan Bourne. 
Purchased by subscription. 

Gift of Gen. Sylvanus Thayer. 

Gift of William A. Banister. 

Gift of citizens. 

Gift of Frederick H. Rindge. 

Gift of Mrs. Joanna Gleason of Sudbury. 

Gift of E. R. Goodnow and others. 

Gift of Marcellus Eldredge. 

Gift of Amos F. Adams. 

Gift of Hon. Eustace C. Fitz. 

Gift of William Munroe. 

Gift of William Cullen Bryant. 

Gift of the Crane &mily. 

Built by bequests and gifts of citizens. 

Gift of Mrs. George W. Wright. 

Gift of Silas Washburn. 

Gift of Mrs. EmUy G. Williston. 

Gift of Hon. Oliver Ames and Mrs. Sarah L. Ames. 

Bequest of T. O. H. P. Bumham. 

Memorial of F. E. Parlin by his parents. 

Gift of Henry H. Rogers. 
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Fitcbboig, 

FraotowD) 

Gardner, 

Oeorgetown, 

OloQOMter, 

Oroton, • 

Hatfield, 

Harrard, 

HaTerbill, 

Hingfaam, 

Hinsdale, 

Holden, . 

Hopkinton, 

Hnbbardston, 

Ipswich, . 

Lancaster, 

Lawrence, 
Leicester, 

Lincoln, . 
Littleton, 
Lndlow, . 
Maiden, . 
Manchester, 
Marlon, . 
Marshfleld, 
Medford, 
Methnen, 
Middleton, 
Monson, 
Natick, . 

Sotah Natiekt 
Newbnrjport,' 
Newton, . 
Northampton, 

Florence, 
North Adams, 
North Attleborongh, 
North Brookfield, 
North Beading, 
Northborongh, 
Norton, . 
Norwood, 

Orleans, . 
Palmer, . 
Peabodj, 
Pepperell, 



Gift of Hon. Rodney Wallace. 

Gift of Mrs. £. Florence Hathaway Crowell. 

Gift of children of Levi Heywood. 

Gift of George Peabody. 

Gift of Samuel £. Sawyer. 

Partly the gift of Mrs. Charlotte Sibley. 

Bequest of Samael H. Dickinson. 

Mainly the gift of natires of the town. 

Gift of Hon. £. J. M. Hale and other citizens. 

Gift of Hon. Albert Fearing. 

Gift of citizens. 

Gift of Hon. S. C. Gale of liinneapolis. 

Gift of natires and residents of the town. 

Gift of Jonas G. Clark. 

Gift of Capt. Augustine Heard. 

Mainly the gift of Nathaniel Thayer and other dti- 

zens. 
Gift of Mrs. N. G. White and Miss B. A. White. 

Gift of Lory S. Watson, Dr. Pliny Earle, D. Mer- 

rlam and others. 
Gift of George G. Tarbell. 

Gift of heirs of William S. Houghton. 

Gift of heirs of Charles T. Hubbard. 

Gift of Hon. Elisha S. Converse and his wife. 

Gift of T. Jefferson Coolidge. 

Gift of Mrs. Elizabeth Tabor of New Bedford. 

Bequest of Seth Ventress. 

Gift of Mr. Thatcher Magoun. 

Gift of heirs of David Nevins. 

Bequest of Hon. Charles L. Flint. 

Gift of heirs of Horatio Lyon. 

Bequest of Miss Mary Ann Morse. 

Bequest of Oliver Bacon. 

Gift of citizens. 

Gift of Hon. J. W iley Edmunds and other citizens. 

Built partly by subscriptions. 

Gift of Alfred T. Lilly. 

Gift of Hon. A. C. Houghton. 

Gift of heirs of Edmund I. and Lucy M. Richards. 

Mainly the gift of Mr. Erasmus Haston. 

Gift of Mrs. Charles L. Flint. 

Gift of Mr. Cyrus Gale. 

Gift of Mrs. Eliza B. Wheaton. 

« 

Gift of George W. Morrill and wife as a memorial of 

Miss Sarah Bond Morrill. 
Built partly by subscriptions. 

Built by an association. 

Gift of George Peabody. 

Bequest of Charles I. Lawrence. . 
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Feteraham, 

Pittsfield, 

Princeton, 

Provincetown, 

Qnincy, . 

Randolph, 

Rehoboth, 

Rochester, 

Salem, . 

Shirley, . 

Sonthbridge, 

Spencer, . 

Springfield, 

Sterling, . 

Stockbridge, 

Stow, 

Sturbridge, 

Sadbnrj, 

Uxbridge, 

Ware, . 

Warren, . 

Watertown, 

Wellesley, 

West Brookfield, 

Westfield, 

Westford, 

Weymouth, 

Williamsbnrg, 
Woburn, 
Wrentham, 
Yarmouth, 



Built mainly by sabscriptions. 

Gift of Hon. Thomas Allen. 

Gift of Edward A. Goodnow. 

Gift of Hon. Nathan Freeman. 

Gift of heirs of Thomas Crane. 

Gift of heirs of Col. Royal Turner. 

Gifts of Darius Goffof Pawtucket, R. I. 

Partly the gift of Mrs. E. G. Leonard. 

Gift of estate of Capt. John Bertram. 

Bequest of Mrs. Betsey D. Hazen. 

Gift of Holmes Ammidown of New York. 

Gift of Richard Sugden. 

Built by the City Library Association. 

Gift of Edward Conant. 

Gift of Hon. John Z. Goodrich. 

Gift of Miss Belinda L. Randall. 

Bequest of George B. Hyde. 

Bequest of John Goodnow. 

Gift of Hon. Edward C. Thayer of Keene, N. H. 

Gift of Hon. William Hyde. 

Built by subscriptions. 

Built partly by subscriptions. 

Gift of Mr. H. H. Hunnewell. 

Gift of Charles Merriam. 

Gift of Mr. Hiram Harrison. 

Gift of John Vamum Fletcher. 

Gift of Quincy Tufts and his sister. Miss Susan 

Tufts. 
Bequest of Stephen Meekins. 

Bequest of Charles Bowers Winn. 

Heirs of Hon. Josiah J. Fiske. 

Gift of Mr. Nathan Matthews. 
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FREE PUBLIC LIBRARY LAWS OF MASSACHUSETTS. 



1882. 

[The Public Statutes, chapter 40.] 

Law Libraries. 

Section 1. Law library associations heretofore organized in any 
county except Suffolk shall be subject to the provisions of this chapter 
relating to such corporations. 

Sect. 2. The attorneys at law admitted to practice in the courts of the 
commonwealth, and resident in a county for which there is no law library 
association, may organize themselves by the name of the Law Library 
Association for such county ; and, when so organized, shall be a corpo- 
ration for the purpose of holding and managing the law library belong- 
ing to the county, and may adopt by-laws for that purpose, subject to 
the approval of the justices of the superior court. 

Sect. 3. The clerk of the courts in any county in which no such 
association has been organized may, upon the application of seven attor- 
neys at law resident therein, call a meeting for the purpose of such 
organization by posting up notifications thereof in some convenient 
place in any court-house of the county ; which meeting shall be held 
during the term of the superior court commencing next after ten days 
from the time of posting up such notification. The clerk shall preside 
at such meeting until a clerk of the association is chosen. 

Sect. 4. The officers of such an association shall be a clerk, treasurer, 
and librarian, and their duties shall be defined by the by-laws. 

Sect. 5. Every inhabitant of a county in which such association is 
organized may use the books in the library, subject to such regulations 
as may be prescribed by the association with the approval of the superior 
court. 

Town and City Libraries. 

Sect. 9. Any town or city may establish and maintain a public library 
therein, with or without branches, for the use of the inhabitants thereof, 
and may provide suitable rooms therefor, under such regulations for its 
government as may from time to time be prescribed by the inhabitants 
of the town or by the city council. 

Sect. 10. Any town may at a legal meeting grant and vote money 
for the establishment, maintenance, or increase of a public library 
therein, and for erecting or providing suitable buildings or rooms there- 
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for ; and may receive, hold, and manage any device, bequest, or donation 
for the establishment, increase, or maintenance of any such library. 

Sect. 11. The city government of a city or the selectmen of a town, 
in which there is a public library owned and maintained by such city or 
town, may place in such library, for the use of the inhabitants, such 
books, reports, and laws as have been or may be received from the 
commonwealth. 

Appropriation of Money for Libraries. 

Section 10 of chapter 27 of the Public Statutes provides that the towns 
may at legal meetings grant and vote such sums as they judge necessary 
for maintaining any library therein to which the inhabitants are allowed 
free access for the purpose of using the books on the premises, and for 
establishing and maintaining a public reading-room, in connection with 
and under the control of the manager of such library. 

The Dog Tax. 

Section 107 of chapter 102 of the Public Statutes provides that the 
money received for dog licenses and refunded to the towns shall be 
expended for the support of public libraries or schools. 

Defaoinq Books, Papers, etc. 

Section 79 of chapter 203 of the Public Statutes provides that whoever 
wilfully and maliciously or wantonly and without cause writes upon, 
injures, defaces, tears or destroys a book, plate, picture, engraving or 
statue belonging to a law, town, city or other public library, shall be 
punished by a fine of not less than five nor more than fifty dollars, or by 
imprisonment in the jail not exceeding six months. 



1883. 

An Act to prevent the wilful detention of books, newspapers, magra- 
zlnes, pamphlets or manuscripts of certain libraries. 

[Acts of 1883, chapter 77.] 

Be it enacted, etc,, as follows : 

Section 1. Whoever wilfully and maliciously or wantonly and with- 
out cause detains any book, newspaper, magazine, pamphlet, or manu- 
script belonging to a law, town, city or other public or incorporated 
library, for thirty days after notice in writing, from the librarian of such 
library, given after the expiration of the time which by the regulations 
of such library, such book, newspaper, magazine, pamphlet, or manu- 
script may be kept, shall be punished by a fine of not less than one nor 
more than twenty-five dollars, or by imprisonment in the jail not exceed- 
ing six months. 

Sect. 2. The notice required by the foregoing section shall bear upon 
its face a copy of this act. 

Sect. 3. This act shall take effect upon its passage. ^Approved 
March 24, 1883.'] 
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An Act for thid better protection of property of certain libraries. 

[Acts of 1883, chapter 81.] 
Be it enacted^ etc., as follows : 

Section 1. Section seventy-Dine of chapter two hundred and three of 
the Public Statutes is hereby amended so as to read as follows : — Who- 
ever wilfully and maliciously or wantonly and without cause writes 
upon, injures, defaces, tears or destroys a book, plate, picture, engraving, 
map, newspaper, magazine, pamphlet, manuscript, or statue belonging 
to a law, town, city or other public or incorporated library, shall be 
punished by a fine of not less than five nor more than fifty dollars, or 
by imprisonment in the jail not exceeding six months. 

Sect. 2. This act shall take effect upon its passage. ^Approved 
March 24, 1883.'] 

1885. 

An Act to protect persons usingr public libraries from disturbance, 

[Acts of 1885, chapter 225.] 

Be it enacted^ etc,, as follows : 

Whoever wilfully disturbs persons assembled in a public library or 
reading room connected therewith by making a noise or in any other 
manner during the time in which such library or reading room is open 
to the public, shall be punished by imprisonment in the jail not exceed- 
ing thirty days, or by fine not exceeding fifty dollars. lApproved May 
12, 1885.] 

1888. 

An Act concerning the election and the powers and duties of trustees 
of free public libraries or of free public libraries and readingr- 
rooms, in towns. 

[Acts of 1888, chapter 304.] 

Be it enacted, etc., a^ follows: 

Section 1. Every town which raises or appropriates money for the 
support of a free public library or free public library and reading-room 
that is owned by the town, shall at its annual meeting, or at a legal town 
meeting appointed and notified for that purpose by the selectmen, elect 
a board of trustees, except in cases where such library has been or may 
be acquired by the town, in whole or in part, by some donation or be- 
quest containing other conditions or provisions for the elections of its 
trustees or for its care and management, which conditions have been 
accepted and agreed to by vote of the town. 

[Section 2 amended by chapter 112, Acts of 1889.] 

Sect. 2. Said board of trustees shall consist of any number of persons 
divisible by three not exceeding nine in all which the town may decide 
to elect, one-third thereof to be elected annually and to continue in office 
for three years, except that the town shall first elect one-third of the 
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trustees for one year, one-third for two years and one-third for three 
years, and thereaiter one-third the number annually for the term of three 
years. No person shall be ineligible to servo upon said board of trus- 
tees by reason of sex. Such board of trustees shall be elected by ballot, 
and shall organize annually by the choice of a chairman and secretary 
from their own number. 

Sect. 3. If any person elected a member of the board of trustees, 
after being duly notified of his election in the manner in which town 
officers are required to be notified, refuses or neglects to accept said 
office, or if any member declines further 'service, or from change of resi- 
dence or otherwise, becomes unable to attend to the duties of the board, 
the remaining members shall in writing give notice of the fact to the 
selectmen of the town, and the two boards may thereupon, after giving 
public notice of at least one week, proceed to fill such vacancy until the 
next annual town meeting ; and a majority of the ballots of persons 
entitled to vote shall be necessary to an election. 

Sect. 4. The trustees so elected by the town shall have the entire 
custody and management of the library and reading-room and all prop- 
eity owned by the town relating thereto ; and all money raised or appro- 
priated by the town for its support and maintenance, and all money or 
property that the town may receive by donation from any source, or by 
bequest, in behalf of said free public library and reading-room, shall be 
placed in the care and custody of the board of trustees, to be expended 
or retained by them for and in behalf of the town for the support and 
maintenance of its free public library and reading-room, in accordance 
with the conditions of each or any donation or bequest accepted by the 
town. 

Sect. 5. In every town which shall, by a majority of the votes cast 
at its annual town meeting or at a legal town meeting appointed and 
notified for that purpose by the selectmen, so direct, the board of trustees 
shall, in addition to the officers named in section two of this act, elect 
from among their own number a treasurer, who shall give a bond to 
the town similar to the bond given by the town treasurer, for such an 
amount and with such sureties as may be satisfactory to the selectmen ; 
and until a town directs otherwise the town treasurer shall act as treas- 
urer of the board of trustees. 

Sect. 6. The trustees shall make an explicit report to the town at 
each annual town meeting of all their receipts and expenditures, and of 
all the property of the town in their care and custody, including a state- 
ment of any unexpended balance of money they may have, and of any 
bequests or donations they may have received and are holding in behalf 
of the town, with such recommendations in reference to the same as 
they may deem necessary for the town to consider. 

Sect. 7. Nothing in this act shall be construed to interfere with 
library associations, nor with any library that is or may be organized 
and managed under special act of the legislature. 

Sect. 8. This act shall take efifect upon its passage. [^Approved May 
4, 1888.^ 
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1889. 

An Act relatinfiT to the election, peters and duties of trustees of free 
public libraries and readinfir-rooms in towns. 

[Acts of 1889, chapter 112.] 

Be it enacted, etc., as follows: 

Section two of chapter three hundred and four of the acts of the year 
eighteen hundred and eighty-eight is hereby amended by striking out in 
lines two and three the words " not exceeding nine in all," so as to read 
as follows : Section 2. Said board of trustees shall consist of any num- 
ber of persons divisible by three which the town may decide to elect, 
one-third thereof to be elected annually and to continue in office for 
three years, except that the town shall first elect one-third of the trustees 
for one year, one-third for two years and one-third for three years, and 
thereafter one-third the number annually for the term of three years, 
No person shall be ineligible to serve upon said board of trustees by 
reason of sex. Such board of trustees shall be elected by ballot, and 
shall organize annually by the choice of a chairman and secretary from 
their own number: provided, any town having a free public library 
which has heretofore elected a board of trustees to manage the same 
consisting of a number divisible by three, and has heretofore elected 
annually one-third of said board for thr^e years, may continue to elect 
annually one-third of said board, and the trustees in office shall hold 
their offices until the term for which they were elected shall expire 
unless the town shall vote otherwise. {^Approved March 14, 188 9. "] 

1890. 

An Act to promote the establishment and efficiency of ft-ee public 

libraries. 

[Acts of 1890, chapter 347.] 

Be it enacted, etc, as follows: 

Section 1. The governor with the advice and consent of the council 
shall appoint five persons, residents of the Commonwealth, who shall 
constitute a board of library commissioners. The governor shall desig- 
nate the chairman thereof. One member of said board shall be appointed 
for the term of five years, one for four years, one for three years, one 
for two years and one for one year ; and thereafter the term of office 
of the commissioners shall be ^ye years. All vacancies on said board, 
whether occurring by expiration of term or otherwise, shall be filled by 
the governor with the advice and consent of the council. 

Sect. 2. The librarian or trustees of any free public library may ask 
said board for advice in regard to the selection of books, the cataloguing 
of books and any other matters pertaining to the maintenance or admin- 
istration of the library ; and the board shall give such advice in regard 
to said matters as it shall find practicable. The board shall make a 
report of its doings to the general court in January of each year, and 
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fifteen handred copies of said report shall be printed as one of the public 
document series. 

Sect. S. Said board is hereby authorized and directed to expend, 
upon the application of the board of library trustees of any town hav- 
ing no free public library owned and controlled by the town, a sum not 
exceeding one hundred dollars for books for any such town entitled to 
the benefits of this act ; such books to be used by said trustees for the 
purpose of establishing a free public library, and said commissioners 
shall select and purchase all books to be provided as aforesaid. 

Sect. 4. No town shall be entitled to the benefits of this act until 
such town has accepted the provisions hereof at a regularly called town 
meeting, and has elected a board of library trustees as provided in 
chapter three hundred and four of the acts of the year eighteen hundred 
and eighty^eight, and until said trustees shall have provided, in a manner 
satisfactory to the board of commissioners, for the care, custody and dis- 
tribution of the books furnished in accordance with this act. 

Sect 5. Any town accepting the provisions of this act shall annually 
appropriate from the dog tax, or shall otherwise annually provide for 
the use and maintenance of its free public library, a sum not less than 
fifty dollars if its last assessed valuation was one million dollars or 
upward, or a sum not less than twenty-five dollars if said valuation was 
less than one million and not less than two hundred and fifty thousand 
dollars, or a sum not less than fifteen dollars if said valuation was less 
than two hundred and fifty thousand dollars. 

Sect. 6. No member of the board of commissioners shall receive 
any compensation, but the board may expend a sum not exceeding five 
hundred dollars annually for clerical assistance and incidental and nec- 
essary expenses in the discharge of its duties ; and all sums expended 
under the provisions of this act shall be paid from the treasury after 
the bills therefor have been approved by the board and sent to the 
auditor of the Commonwealth, who shall certify to the governor and 
council the amount due as in case of all other bills and accounts 
approved by him under the provisions of law. 

Sect. 7. This act shall take effect upon its passage. ^Approved May 
28, 1890.'] 

1892. 

[Acts of 1892, chapter 256.] 

Be it enactedy etc, as follows : 

The board of library commissioners may expend the sum of one hun- 
dred dollars for books for the free public library of any town whose 
valuation does not exceed six hundred thousand dollars, which main- 
tained a free library before the passage of chapter three hundred and 
forty- seven of the acts of the year eighteen hundred and ninety, and 
which has fully complied or hereafter fully complies with the provisions 
of said act. 
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